November 2002
Monthly Meeting
PLACE:

DATE:
TIME:
PROGRAM:

CENTERVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER

3365 Country Drive, Fremont, CA
(510) 791-4336
Wednesday, November 27
7:30 PM (Social hour begins at 6:30 PM)

The Fastest Slide Show in the West
What a way to end the year’s scheduled club meetings. With the holidays fast approaching, who has time for another fly
club meeting? I can already smell the turkey with all the trimmings in preparation of the next day’s festivities. But, can I
sneak out of the house and make one more meeting to hear and see Ben Byng, of the Tracy Fly Fishers and his slide
presentation, The Fastest Slide Show in the West? Ben will cover fishing opportunities in Montana, Idaho, Yellowstone
Park and the surrounding area including Silver Creek. Ben, a protégé of Andre Puyan both in fishing and tying, has been
invited to participate/ help out with Andre’s fly fishing school in Montana for the last couple of summers. Come if you
can, as this will be an entertaining evening to say the least.

EVENTS THIS MONTH
SAT. November 9

CLUB BREAKFAST AT THE HICKORY PIT ON FREMONT BLVD. AND WALNUT AVENUE
IN FREMONT – 9:00 AM .

WED. November 20

FLY TYING @ TRI CITY SPORTING GOODS, 7:30 PM, 40900 GRIMMER BLVD, FREMONT.

WED. November 27

CLUB MEETING 7:30 PM (see details above)

WED. December 4

BOARD MEETING – 7:30 PM, at Tri City Sporting Goods hosted by Craig Gittings (See map
following).

SAT. December 14

DECEMBER CLUB BREAKFAST
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President’s Message:
The last weekend in October Larry Dennis & I were on a float trip down the Lower Sacramento River, Jim Roberts our guide showed
us an initial mend that helps get the fly to sink deeper faster, that and listening to Larry & Jim talk about conservation issues made me
think, “what am I doing to initiate changes when I read Larry’s column in our ‘Main Stream’?” What is important here is what are we,
and more to the point what are you doing? It does take a bit of time to sit down & compose a letter to our representatives and
legislators but ‘if we do nothing, soon we may have more nothing to do!’ The season is coming up where you can get involved with
the Alameda Creek Alliance and do something positive and have a day outdoors handling some pretty incredible wild fish. So I urge
you to get involved in this or some other conservation effort!

****************************************************************************************
MAINSTREAM is the monthly newsletter of the Mission Peak Fly Angler’s, P.O. Box 7263, Fremont California. 94537.
2002 OFFICERS:

President
Vice President

Ken Brunskill
Mike Walden

Secretary
Treasurer

Larry Dennis
1/2003
Dave Heyes 1/2003

August Abellar 1/2004
Marty Van Slyke 1/2004

Craig Gittings
Kathy Schwarz
Dave Heyes
Jerry Reynolds
Tom Knoth
Bob Langland
Larry Dennis
Gene Kaczmarek
Tom Knoth
Mitch Matsumoto
Jeff Lorelli

Fly Casting
Librarian
Inside Angler Library
Historian
Graphic Design
Picnic
Annual Dinner
Name Tags
Hospitality
Web Master

Albert Chen
Bill Peakes

Board Members:

Chairpersons:
Programs
Editor
Distribution
Advertising
Fund Raising
Video Library
Conservation
FFF Rep.
Fly Tying
Fish-Outs

Jerry Reynolds
Gerry Perko
Dave Heyes
Randy Cuffaro
Ed Huff
Don Hirzel
Jerry Snyder
Jerry Reynolds
Kay Heyes
Marge Liu

Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not necessarily represent the opinions or view of
Mission Peak Fly Angler’s or it’s official representatives.
Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and Mission Peak Fly Anglers.
Articles and information submitted to Mainstream are due by Friday night following the Board Meeting.
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MAP TO BOARD
MEETING, December 4
Hosted by Craig Gittings
Tri City Sporting Goods
40900 Grimmer Blvd.
Fremont, CA
Phone (510) 651-9600

OCTOBER CLUB MEETING SUMMARY
This month's presenter was the esteemed Dr. Tom Whiting, of Whiting farms. He gave a great presentation on the
intricacies of chicken farming, particularly on the selection and breeding for the right genetics. He covered the four major
chicken breeds; the Hoffman, the Hebert, the American and the Coq de Leon from Spain. Birds have evolved feathers into
particular usages, and by knowing the particular qualities of each type of feather, fly tiers can utilize the natural
characteristics into their flies. But it takes a certain amount of ingenuity and hard work to recognize and develop these
traits. Thanks to the efforts of Dr. Whiting, quality hackle is readily available at economical prices.
The club has nominated Dave Heyes as Secretary, Bill Peakes as Treasurer, Mike Walden as Vice President and Ken
Brunskill returning for President. Jerry Reynolds and Rich Lobrovich have also been nominated to the board. Send your
ballots to Bill Peakes or vote at the next club meeting. Thanks go to Larry Dennis, Dave Heyes for their work in the club
board.
The Club Dinner is on January 18, at the Cattlemen's Restaurant in Newark. Cost will be $25 with choice of a rib eye
steak, baked salmon, or teriyaki chicken entree. Jerry Snyder did another outstanding job and has collected a great
collection of prizes.
Gene Kaczmarek reported smaller attendance on the FFF Conclave in Lake Tahoe. This is a serious concern, as Conclaves
represent a major source of fundraising. There will be a meeting in December in the Bay Area to address this.
Congratulations also to Gene for winning Fly Tier of the Year AND the Counsel's Work of Excellence award.
Larry Dennis reports that the kayakers are at it again, this time targeting the Pit River. Be on the lookout for more
information as it comes. Larry also says there are several lawsuits that have been filed on behalf of the Klamath river fish
kill that happened early October.
Tom Knoth needs volunteers fly tyers to show their special, fish-catching patterns for Fly Tying night. This is your chance
to show off!
Start thinking about next year's Fishouts! They aren't that complicated and it's a lot of fun. Send your ideas to Jeff Lorelli.
Reminder that the beginning fly tying class starts in November 4, at 7pm for the next 6 Mondays.
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NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING SUMMARY
The board decided to award a fly plate to the winner of the MPFA award, formerly the Upstream award.
Rich Lobrovich brought to the attention of the board about the Boy Scout's new Merit badge, the Fly Fishing badge. Rich
and Jerry Snyder will bring more information to the next club meeting.
Rich Lobrovich also mentioned about the Mount Lassen Resort offering 4 seminars from January to April. Seminars are
limited to 8 people, $135 per person.

“The Inside Angler” - Newsletter of the Informed Fly Fisher by Michael Fong. The club subscribes to this semi-monthly
newsletter on fly fishing trips to some of the best spots in the west (and a few other parts of the western world). The reports are
comprehensive and include all aspects such as: location, accommodations, food, gear, flies, guides etc. The club has a complete
collection of the Inside Angler. You may check the newsletter out at club meetings from Dave Heyes. A complete list of fishing
destinations covered by the Inside Angler is available.
E-mail address list
The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or wish to have a copy of
the list send an e-mail to Mike Walden .
BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS
Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The club
newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may not think a trip to
Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but remember, many members have never been there and would welcome a description of
how your fishout went And as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure would be most appreciated. Send articles to
Kathy Schwarz.
NOTE FROM TREASURER, BILL PEAKES – Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are available from Bill at a nominal
price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when the joined; if not, call Bill Peakes.

FOR YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
BUYING, SELLING OR IF YOU JUST HAVE
A QUESTION

Please call

Jerry Reynolds

510 608-7720

Broker Associate Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage

Mail & Copy Center
Susan Yoon
Tel (510) 796-7499 Fax (510) 796-7497
5255-A Mowry Avenue, Fremont, CA 94538
•

3340 Walnut Ave. Suite 110, Fremont CA 94538
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MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS
2002 Calendar of Events
Fishouts JEFF LORELLI
Fishouts MITCH MATSUMOTO
Events Mike Walden
** Please note: Fishouts with out specific dates might change, contact the Fishmaster who is listed for exact information.

** Items in Bold are Confirmed Dates
DATE

LOCATION

TYPE OF FISH
or EVENT

FISHMASTER
or CONTACT

Nov 8, 9, 10,11

Eagle Lake

Trout

Ken Brunskill

Nov 25 or 26

Putah Creek

Trout

Jeff Lorelli

Feb 1 & 2

Gualala River

Steelhead

Calvin Chin

COMMENTS

We'll pick the date the
previous week depending
on weather forecasts
Calvin will be in Gualala
area the whole week from
the 25th through the 2nd.

Fishouts for 2003
Jeff will post a sign up list for the 2003 fishouts at the November meeting. Please check your calendars and sign up for a
fishout in 2003. It is an easy way to go fishing with a bunch of friendly club members, all you have to do is provide
information about where and when the fishout is. If you are not going to be able to make it to the November meeting
please send Jeff an e mail with your information

Believe it or not, this “tough guy” is August Abellar, posing as guide Alan Blankenship
releases his rainbow on The McCloud River.
Submitted by Tom Knoth
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The Fly Tier

Guest Tier: Jeff Lorelli

The following instructions are for flies that will be tied at the November Fly Tying Meeting.
DESIGNED BY: Dave Whitlock
HOOK: 5263 or 3761, sizes 8-16
THREAD: Black
TAIL: Hare's mask
RIB: Thin Gold tinsel or wire
BODY: Red fox squirrel mixed with brown
and black Antron or rust/reddish-brown
dubbing
LEGS: Mottled brown hen hackle

Instructions:
1. Start thread at halfway point on hook. Cut small bunch of hair from hair’s mask (fibers on the forehead are the
best) and secure on hook to bend of hook; tail should extend past the bend by width of hook gap only.
2. Run thread forward to halfway point and secure gold ribbing; run thread back over ribbing and stop even with the
hook barb.
3. Dub a tapered body starting thin and getting progressively larger up to the 2/3rd point.
4. Dub thorax with black antron keeping the same taper as the body up to the head of the fly
5. Run ribbing over body starting with the first turn under the tail.
6. Place hen hackle on and wrap 3-4 turns; flare back with thread.
7. Whip finish or tie off head with half-hitches.

Red BH Pheasant Tail
Hook:
200R, sizes 16-20
Bead:
Copper, sized to match hook (3/32”- 1/8” works well for these sizes)
Thread:
Rust
Tail & Body: Pheasant tail fibers, dyed red
Rib:
Gold wire, fine
Collar:
Tan Nymph blend or march brown

Instructions:
1. De-barb hook and place bead on; secure bead with thread wraps behind it. Run thread to halfway point.
2. Take 4-5 pheasant tail fibers and secure; measure length so fibers they extend approx 1/3 to 1/2 the length of the
hook shank past the hook bend.
3. Run thread forward to halfway point and secure gold ribbing; run thread back over ribbing and stop even with the
hook barb.
4. Run thread forward to bead; Take 5-6 pheasant tail fibers and secure on hook, running thread over fibers back to
the barb point. NOTE: A thin, even body is desired for this fly so care should be taken to not build up uneven
layers.
5. Wrap body with PT fibers stopping at the bead; rib over body with gold wire.
6. Dub collar starting at 2/3 point, about 3-4 wraps up to bead.
7. Whip finish behind bead or tie-off with half-hitches.
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OCTOBER FISHOUT REPORT

SUBMITTED BY CYNTHIA RANDALL

What a trip!!!! It was fun, relaxing, exciting, and a fun learning
experience. What else can I say about my trip with the club
to Yellowstone. Well read on and I will share with you.
Now, you have to realize I am not a fisher person. In all my
years, I have very seldom had the opportunity to go fishing let
alone fly fishing, so I know very little about the sport. This trip
to Yellowstone was an experience I am so glad I took.

Better than the top of the Mark!

I did have apprehensions about being in a house with all men
and when I found out that Kathy was also going then I was
somewhat looking forward to the trip. The minute I saw the
Snider House and met everyone, I knew it was going to be all
right and any apprehension I had about enjoying myself was
gone.

There was nothing but nice people in that house with three
things on their mind and that was to fish, fish and fish. Every
opportunity was taken to go out, whether it was snowing,
raining, freezing cold, windy, hailing and we got all of that, oh yes, one day we did get some sun. Whatever was happening with
the weather, there was always the opportunity to hit the Gibbon, The Madison, The Firehole. and the Little Firehole. August
and Vic loved the Firehole and sightseeing. Calvin, Kathy, Gene and Merlon were all over trying to find the very best spot
for the most fish. Nathan and his Dad, Bob, also were trying to find the most fish and had a drift boat to help get them to
those spots where the fish were jumping. I think Kathy, way to go Kathy, had the most luck with actually catching, even if
she did use the brown rubber legs. Whatever works, huh, Kathy? Wayne was fishing in all the spots we could find and I
fished when I felt like it which was all of two times. I have alot to learn.
One of the special occasions of the week that we shared was dinner. Every dinner was scrumptious and the stories of the fish
that were caught/released or not were shared by all. There was alot of laughter and relaxing as each of us told of how the
day went. Nathan got a kick by sharing with us that Gene left his footprint in something a bison left behind. Kathy tried to
measure her big catch of the day by the length of her leg. Calvin spoke of all the spots he knew from all his years of fishing
in Yellowstone. His nephews left him a note posted to a tree; they missed him by a day or two. Everyone knows Calvin in
Yellowstone.
The week went by too, too quickly and when it was time to leave, well what can I say, except that I am looking forward to
the next trip. Anyone want to go to the Missouri?

Nathan Joyner, President Northern California
Council, Federation of Fly Fishers & me. Hebgen
Lake in the background.
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Striper Conservation Information

Submitted by Rich Lobrovich
( excerpt from Dan Blanton’s web page http://www.danblanton.com/bulletin.html)
The proceeds from the 2002 Striperfest will be spent solely for the enhancement of our West Coast Bay/Delta striped bass
recreational fishery. Solely means there will be no administrative costs involved - every buck goes to an actual project. It
looks like we raised about $10,000 for this magnificent sportfish.
A few thousand dollars will be spent as seed money for the production and distribution of a catch-and-release educational
brochure for striped bass. Look for this brochure when you purchase your 2003 striped bass stamp. The brochure will be
endorsed by NCCFFF, CSBA, UA, and CSPA. CSBA has committed to be a monetary sponsor as well. This is a
significant step towards our united conservation of striped bass.
A few thousand dollars will be spent toward fighting the proposed expansion of the two Delta pumping plants. These
pumping plant have always been public enemy number one for our striped bass and we are committed to employing the
best technical resources to ensuring that our collective voice is heard loud and clear during the EIR/EIS process.
A few thousand dollars will be spent toward legal challenges to existing and proposed future operations of the two Delta
pumping plants. We are interveners and plaintiffs in two suits to curtail the unprecedented havoc that these pumping
plants have imposed on our Delta fisheries for the past three decades.
Our work will not be done until we protect the legacy of our striped bass and secure sportfishing regulations that provide
for the release of the prime spawning females. We are beginning the effort to solicit a consensus among the sportfishing
community for a slot limit. You will be called to support this effort in 2003 and we will need your grass-roots activism to
achieve this goal.

MORE CONSERVATION ISSUES
Upper Sacramento River Train Derailments
Does it surprise you to learn that train derailments continue to occur on the Upper Sac. Two recent derailments resulted in
cars ending up in or very near the water. Fortunately, none of the cars contained hazardous materials. At the current rate,
it is just a matter of time before the ’91 Cantera spill is repeated. Union Pacific, which owns the rails, is not even required
to notify the CA Public Utilities Comm. (CPUC) of derailments in the area. The NCCFFF is investigating ways to raise
the profile on this issue and attain meaningful remedial action
.

Snowmobiles Still in Yellowstone
Snowmobiles were scheduled to be seriously curtailed beginning November 15. The plan, supported by the National Park
Service, the Environmental Protection Agency and overwhelming public support was blocked by the Bush administration
from taking effect as a result of a lawsuit by snowmobile manufacturers. During the public comment period, ending in
June, 2002, the park service received an unprecedented 361,000 letters and emails supporting the ban. William H.
Meadows, president of the Wilderness Society, claims that the Bush administration is now allowing special interests to set
National Park policy after 375 scientific studies, 22 public hearings and 5 public comment periods over the last 10 years
all pointed to the benefits of a snowmobile ban in the park.

70 POUND SALMON CAUGHT
A Grants Pass fly fisherman recently caught a 70 pound salmon on the Rogue River in Oregon. The chinook salmon was
the first 70 pounder caught on the Rogue in ten years. Grant Martinsen, a retired high school football coach, caught the
fish on a No. 8 hook rainbow mylar and chartreuse hackle fly he tied himself. Although not a state record for chinook
salmon, 83 pounds caught on the Umqua in 1910, Martinsen may qualify for a world record chinook for six-to-eight
pound class tippet. The fish will be mounted and placed on display in the Rogue Outdoor Store and the meat donated to
charity.
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MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLER BALLOT
November 2002 Election
PRESIDENT:
Ken Brunskill ( )
VICE PRESIDENT: Mike Walden ( )
SECRETARY:
Dave Heyes ( )
TREASURER:
Bill Peakes ( )
BOARD MEMBERS (vote for two):
Jerry Reynolds ( )
(write in) _________________________________

(write in)
(write in)
(write in)
(write in)

____________
____________
____________
____________

Rich Lobrovich ( )
(write in) ____________

MPFA AWARD:
Vote for one member who has been most helpful to novice club members at fishouts or other club activities.
The recipient will receive an engraved fly plate.
(write in) _____________________________
(Provide explanation of what nominee has done to merit award)

ANNUAL CLUB BANQUET AND MEMBERSHIP DUES
The Annual Club Banquet will be held this year at Cattlemen’s (in Newark) on January 18, 2003. Tickets this year are $25 per person.
Members are asked to purchase alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages separately from a no-host bar, which will be provided. Social
hour begins at 5 PM and dinner will be served at 6PM. Raffle tickets sales will start at 5PM. Please fill out the following order form,
attach a check for the full amount, and mail both to:
Bill Peakes
509 Kim Place
Hayward, CA 94544
IMPORTANT: Return your reservation form and payment to Bill by Wednesday, December 31 to be eligible
for the Early Bird Raffle. The final date for reservations and payment is at the January.
Also, please take a moment to include your 2002 Annual Club Dues, which have been set at $30 per member.

Mission Peak Fly Anglers Annual Banquet Order Form
Please indicate number of entrees for your party:
Rib Eye Steak
Baked Salmon
Teriyaki Chicken Breast
TOTAL ENTREES
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $
(Amount Due = Total Entrees X $25.00 each )
MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS –2002 DUES PAYMENT FORM
Member Name:
Amount Enclosed (@ $30 per member/family): $
PLEASE DETACH AND MAIL FORMS WITH CHECKS TO BILL PEAKES.
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Clarification of an error made in
the October edition of the MPFA
Newsletter. The person in this
picture was erroneously identified
as Steve Foti. This is Randy
Wiberg with his prize catch.

Caribbean sounds good ............
Huh guys?

Gene, Bob & Nathan Joyner, Calvin
and Merlin on the Madison River
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CONSERVATION
NEWS
By

Larry Dennis
November 2002

Award For SYRCL

The South Yuba River Citizens League, with headquarters in
Nevada City, has won American Rivers’ prestigious Grand
prize Eddy Award for their work in saving the South Yuba
River from destruction by groups and agencies seeking all of
the river water for their own special interests. To visit the
SYRCL website, go to: www.syrcl.org.

Klamath River Water Crisis Bill
Rep. Mike Thompson has introduced a bill (HR 5698) which
allocates $200 million to assist landowners and tribes
throughout the Klamath Basin who participate in water
conservation projects and an additional $20 million in
emergency financial assistance to communities impacted by
the 2002 fish kill brought about by Interior Secretary Gale
Norton’s decision to give the water to the irrigators rather than
to returning salmon and steelhead. The bill will also require
the US Bureau of Reclamation to report quarterly to congress
on the progress of conservation projects in the Klamath Basin
Please contact your representatives urging their support for
HR 5698. Also, it might be a nice gesture to contact Rep.
Mike Thompson thanking him for his action to save our fish.
To find the address and telephone numbers of your elected
representatives go to: http://congress.org/ or
www.governmentguide.com/

More Klamath River Fish Kill News
An Associated Press reported recently that National Marine
Fisheries Service biologist Michael Kelly who led the review
of splitting water between irrigators and fish in the Klamath
Basin is seeking whistleblower protection. Kelly claims his
team was overruled in violation of the Endangered Species
Act. It seems his team’s recommendations were rejected
twice under “political pressure” as the US Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR) imposed lower water levels than were
scientifically justified. Kelly’s supervisor, Jim Lecky,
acknowledged that “there is interest all the way up to the white
house ... but there wasn’t pressure to do anything that wasn’t
supported by all the available science”. You might recall that
the BOR is part of the Department of Interior, headed by Sec.
Gail Norton, who rejected the conclusions of a majority of
federal biologists as being unscientific and substituted her own
‘fuzzy science” from the National Research Council.

Grazing Costs Taxpayers
The San Jose Mercury News reported recently that according
to a report issued by seven conservation groups, federal
grazing programs in the West are costing us taxpayers
anywhere from $128 million to $1 billion a year. Western
cattle ranchers, who rent private land, pay an average of
$13.10 per cow per month. However, 23,600 ranchers who
rent federally owned forests, deserts and meadows from the
US Forest Service pay an average of $1.43 per cow per month.

To add insult to injury, taxpayers also bear the cost of
restoring streams damaged by cattle, the cost of filtering
giardia and other parasites from city water supplies, the costs
to fence public campsites and archaeological sites from cattle,
as well as the costs to hire and maintain government trappers
and hunters to protect the cattle from mountain lions, coyotes
and other predators. Because of the government’s fuzzy
accounting systems it is impossible to learn the total cost to
taxpayers for this subsidized folly. What do we get for our
buck? Public land ranchers provide only 3 per cent of
America’s beef. Unless your elected officials hear the truth
(from you) they will continue to believe the lies from the
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association in Washing, DC. For
more information and facts go to: www.sw-center.org/.

War Business 1, Environment 0
The Bush administration has successfully lobbied congress to
exempt the Defense Department from international laws
designed to protect more than 850 species of migratory birds
and other animals on over 25 million acres of military
controlled land used for military training and bombing
exercises. The administration, earlier this year, sought
exemptions from a number of environmental laws designed to
protect endangered species, marine mammals, migratory birds,
clean air and hazardous waste cleanup.

Federal Forests Still in Danger
The Bush administration announced recently that it is seeking
public comment on a plan to ‘relax’ environmental rules that
require detailed surveys of forest life before logging of federal
lands in the Pacific Northwest. This ploy to circumvent or
weaken laws protecting our federal forests is at the urging of
Douglas Timber Operators and the American Forest Resources
Council. At stake is over 24 million acres of public land in
Western Washington, Western Oregon and Northern
California. Loggers have complained for years that survey
rules which require study of potential effects of logging on
plants and animals takes too long to complete. Written
comments concerning the proposal should be sent by Nov. 20,
2002 to: Comments, SEIS for Survey and Manage, PO Box
2965, Portland Or, 97203. Remember, Watershed destruction
directly effects fish habitat and your sport.

DFG Asking For Your Help
The California Dept. of Fish and Game (DFG) is developing a
strategic plan for trout management and is requesting
comments from individuals and groups interested in
California’s trout resources. The plan, currently in draft form,
identifies key issues and concerns regarding the future of trout
resources and fisheries in the state. The initial phase does not
directly address specific waters, but it is concerned with
management strategies and goals on a statewide level. The
strategies and goals have been developed around two themes
that reflect the general missions of the DFG - habitat and
native species protection and management, and public use
which includes recreational angling. The plan is available on
the DFG website: www.dfg.ca.gov or by calling 916-445-3430
for a printed copy. Address your comments to Dr. Ed Pert,
Acting Chief, Fisheries Programs Branch at epert@dfg.ca.gov
or by regular mail at CA Department of Fish and Game,
Fisheries Programs Branch, 1812 Ninth Street, Sacramento,
CA 95814. Please, do it for the fish!
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