
     ******   UPCOMING EVENT ****  Annual Installation Dinner  on January 24 th 2015

January 2015 Club Meeting

          PLACE:   Silliman Community Activity Center
                        6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560
        510- 742-4400
                     DATE:  Wednesday, January 28th (Note day and date)
                  TIME: 6:30 pm  

                             PROGRAM : Shad Fishing

Upcoming Events

Wed.  Jan. 21    Fly Tying Night  7:00 PM,  Fremont Activity Center, 3375 Country Dr., Fremont

Sat.     Jan. 24   ***  Installation Dinner *** - Swiss Park - 5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560

Wed.   Jan. 28     Club Meeting- 6:30 PM, Silliman Community Activity Center

Wed.  Feb. 4     BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM Fremont Activity Center, 3375 Country Dr., Fremont

Sat.    Feb. 14    Club Breakfast:  At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple - 9:00 AM

Wed.  Feb. 18      Fly Tying Night  CANCELLED for February.

Wed.   Feb. 18     Club Meeting- 6:30 PM, Silliman Community Activity Center

*** Veterans First Fly Fishing Schedule is on page 4 ***
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Mainstream is the monthly newsletter of the Mission Peak Fly AnglersÕ,
P.O. Box. 7263, Fremont, California. 94537

2015 OFFICERS

President Bruce	
  Butler 	
   Board	
  Member 	
  Paul	
  Tavres 1/2017 	
  
Vice	
  President 	
   	
   Board	
  Member 	
  Mitch	
  Matsumoto	
  Mitch	
  Matsumoto 	
  
Secretary Fred	
  Gerace 	
   Board	
  Member Don	
  Jower 1/2016 	
  
Treasurer Stephen	
  Culp 	
   Board	
  Member Jerry	
  Reynolds 1/2016 	
  

Past	
  President Dean	
  Lewis 510-­‐792-­‐8291
Chairpersons

Annual	
  Dinner Open ConservaMon Steve	
  SchrammSteve	
  Schramm 	
  
DistribuMon Ray	
  Gauthier 	
   Editor Ray	
  Gauthier 	
  
FFF	
  Rep Gene	
  Kaczmarek	
  510-­‐673-­‐7162	
   Fish-­‐outs Open
Fly	
  CasMng Open Fly	
  Tying Mitch	
  MatsumotoMitch	
  Matsumoto 	
  
Fund	
  Raising Paul	
  Tavres 	
   Boy	
  Scouts Jeff	
  Lorelli 	
  
Video/Archivist Ray	
  Gauthier 	
   Graphic	
  Design Ed	
  Huff 	
  
Library Dave	
  Heyes 	
   Hospitality Kay	
  Heyes 	
  
Programs Ron	
  Smith 	
   Picnic Open
Video	
  Library Bill	
  MaVson 	
  	
   Raffle	
  Chairman Dave	
  Heyes 	
  
Web	
  Master Ray	
  Gauthier 	
   Trout	
  Bum	
  Award Craig	
  GiYngs 	
  
Trout	
  in	
  the Ed	
  Huff 	
   Fukumoto	
  Award Mitch	
  MatsumotoMitch	
  Matsumoto 	
  
classroom Fly	
  Fishing	
  VolunteersKen	
  Brunskill 	
  

MPFA Web Site      http://www.missionpeakflyanglers.org

Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions or view of Mission Peak Fly AnglerÕs or its official representatives. 
Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and 
Mission Peak Fly Anglers.

E-mail address list 
The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or 
wish to have a copy of the list, send an e-mail to Craig Gitting. 

Notice
Members

The Newsletter will be coming out on the 15th of each month. Send your articles or information to the 
editor by the 12th of each month.
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PresidentÕs Message

I	
  am	
  ending	
  my	
  four	
  year	
  stint	
  as	
  President	
  of	
  Mission	
  Peak	
  Fly	
  Anglers.	
  	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  
interesting	
  and	
  exciting	
  four	
  year.

I	
  want	
  to	
  thank	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  that	
  have	
  supported	
  me	
  during	
  my	
  tenure.	
  	
  Without	
  your	
  help,	
  
guidance,	
  input	
  and	
  camaraderie,	
  I	
  could	
  not	
  have	
  had	
  near	
  as	
  an	
  exciting	
  time.	
  	
  

I	
  tried	
  to	
  guide	
  and	
  lead	
  the	
  club,	
  but	
  I	
  pretty	
  much	
  left	
  the	
  decisions	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  and	
  
Committee	
  Chairs.	
  	
  They	
  are	
  the	
  ones	
  that	
  really	
  run	
  the	
  club.	
  	
  	
  Without	
  them	
  the	
  
President	
  doesn’t	
  have	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  keep	
  the	
  club	
  functioning.

I	
  could	
  have	
  run	
  again	
  for	
  President	
  this	
  year.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  that	
  I	
  don’t	
  have	
  time	
  or	
  don’t	
  
like	
  the	
  job,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  time	
  for	
  someone	
  new.	
  	
  We	
  all	
  complain	
  about	
  career	
  politicians	
  
that	
  over	
  stay	
  their	
  time.	
  	
  The	
  same	
  could	
  be	
  said	
  for	
  the	
  club.	
  	
  

We	
  will	
  have	
  new	
  faces,	
  new	
  ideas	
  and	
  new	
  directions	
  from	
  the	
  new	
  Board	
  and	
  
Committee	
  Chairs.	
  	
  	
  Some	
  Committee	
  Chairs	
  will	
  be	
  opening	
  up.	
  	
  	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  chance	
  for	
  
someone	
  else	
  to	
  join	
  in	
  and	
  help	
  support	
  the	
  club	
  activities.	
  	
  I	
  will	
  still	
  be	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  
as	
  “Past	
  President”.	
  	
  Wayne	
  is	
  dropping	
  off	
  the	
  Board	
  after	
  a	
  long	
  service	
  to	
  the	
  club.	
  	
  	
  
Thank	
  you	
  Wayne.	
  	
  Job	
  well	
  done.	
  	
  	
  I	
  will	
  now	
  be	
  free	
  to	
  vote	
  as	
  I	
  didn’t	
  vote	
  these	
  past	
  4	
  
years.	
  	
  I	
  would	
  only	
  vote	
  as	
  a	
  tie	
  breaker.	
  	
  Board	
  members	
  made	
  the	
  motions,	
  voted	
  and	
  
either	
  passed	
  or	
  didn’t	
  pass	
  the	
  motions.	
  	
  	
  My	
  job	
  was	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  the	
  motions	
  were	
  
made	
  before	
  the	
  Board	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  could	
  decide	
  how	
  the	
  club	
  would	
  run.	
  	
  Budget	
  items	
  
were	
  the	
  biggest	
  topic	
  followed	
  by	
  setting	
  dates	
  for	
  certain	
  events,	
  deciding	
  where	
  to	
  
hold	
  the	
  events	
  and	
  speakers.

The	
  club	
  has	
  a	
  great	
  group	
  of	
  people	
  in	
  place	
  for	
  2015.	
  	
  They	
  have	
  lots	
  of	
  new	
  ideas,	
  
energy	
  and	
  enthusiasm	
  for	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  the	
  year.	
  	
  	
  Please	
  work	
  with	
  them.	
  	
  Offer	
  your	
  
ideas,	
  offer	
  your	
  service,	
  and	
  get	
  involved	
  with	
  !"#$ 	
  club.

Dean	
  Lewis
Outgoing	
  President
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Veterans First Fly Fishing Schedule

January:

Menlo Park: 13th 1:00 – 4:00 PM Welcome Center
! 20th 1:00 – 4:00 PM Welcome Center
! 27th 1:00 – 4:00 PM Welcome Center

Livermore:!21st 10:00 – 11:30 AM CLC Dining room
! 21st 10:00 – 11:30 AM Outside Main Bld. & Rm. 544

San Jose:! 15th 10:00 – 11:30 AM Respite room

February:

Menlo Park: 3rd  1:00 – 4:00 PM Welcome Center
! 10th 1:00 – 4:00 PM Welcome Center
! 17th All day at the pool & Welcome Center
! 24th  1:00 – 4:00 PM Welcome Center
!
Livermore:!4th  10:00 – 11:30 AM CLC Dining room
! 4th  10:00 – 11:30 AM Outside Main Bld. & Rm. 544
! 18th 10:00 – 11:30 AM CLC Dining room
! 18th 10:00 – 11:30 AM Outside Main Bld. & Rm. 544

Oakland:! 13th 10:00 – 11:30 AM 3rd floor Mac Club

San Jose:! 19th 10:00 – 11:30 AM Respite room

BOLD	
  UNDERLINE	
  are	
  special	
  events	
  where	
  we	
  need	
  extra	
  help.

	
  	
  ****Contact	
  Ken	
  Brunskill	
  for	
  any	
  further	
  informa<on.****
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Annual Trout Bum Award

Starts Jan 1, 2015
Awarded by MPFA Board of Directors at December board meeting

Requirements: 

Candidate must have fished 10 or more waters during the calendar year (no private pay to play waters). Waters may be 
tributaries of any river or lakes with the use of a fly only, and report to the club documented with photos during a 
regular meeting.

 Chairperson: !"#$%&'$(($)%*

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

Veterans First Fly Fishing ............  Attention Mission Peak Members Veterans First Fly Fishing 

Who would like to join us and be part of helping our veterans through this worthwhile program?

What you might ask is involved? It can be as little as a group of us going out to Livermore and and/or 
Menlo Park once a month to teach fly casting and fly tying to our wounded veterans. It could go as far 
as accompanying a group of veterans on a fishing trip to be their 'gillie' and personal assistant on that 
trip.
I have made the initial contact at Livermore VA Nursing unit and there seems to be an interest, but I 
cannot do it alone.

I'd bet we can get funding help from the FFF, NCCFFF, the Elks Lodge, Kiwanis, VFW, and other service 
organizations, all we need to do is give a little of our own time to those who have given so much for 
us. If interested please contact me. Thanks.

Ken Brunskill  
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BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS
Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The 
club newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may 
not  think a trip to Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but  remember, many members have never been there and 
would welcome a description of how your fishout went.   And, as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure 
would be most appreciated. Send articles to the editor.

NOTE FROM TREASURER, STEPHEN CULP Ð Mission Peak Fly AnglerÕs patches and pins are available from 
Stephen at a nominal price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when they joined; if not, call 
Stephen Culp. 

**********    Notice   *********

The Club Meeting for February  will be on the third Wednesday 
(February 18th) of that month.  This change was necessary so that we 
could have the guess speaker present at our club meeting while he is 
still in the area during his trip from Mexico.

Because of this change in scheduling, the Fly Tying Night  for 
February has been cancelled.

    
***************

The fishout schedule in this issue is tentative at this time.  Please 
review it.  If there are any errors, additions, or removals, send the 
corrections to me.  Thank you.

   Ray Gauthier, Editor.
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Board Meeting
Mission Peak Fly Anglers

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Fremont Activity Center  3375 Country Dr. Fremont, CA

Meeting Date:  January 7, 2015   Meeting Called to Order: 7:03 pm 

Attendees:  Dean Lewis, Bruce Butler, Steve Culp, Wayne Culp, Jan Van Zandt,
        Don Jower, Ron Smith, Paul Tavres and Fred Gerace

Absent:  Jerry Reynolds and Craig Gittings

Old Business:
    Approval of Minutes Ð Meeting of:  November 5, 2014 (No Meeting 12/03/14) 
Motion Made By:  Don Jower   Second By: Jan Van Zandt               Motion Passed

New Business: 
1.Club Meeting for February will be moved to the Third Wednesday (Feb. 18th) 
2.TreasurerÕs Report:

¥ 50 Dinner Tickets Sold
¥ 25 Members paid their 2015 dues
¥

3.Programs Ron Smith has scheduled programs for Jan. Ð April:
¥ January  Al Smatsky          Shad Fishing
¥ February Mike Reisner          Magdelana Bay Ð Baja, Mexico
¥ March  Jim Cox          Western Rivers (Thru Paul Tavres)
¥ April   ??          St. Louis Reservoir (Bass)

Ron has requested anyone that has suggestions for guest speakers get as much information as possible about the 
speaker, (I.E. how you heard about this person as well as contact information).  Ron will miss the next 6 meetings, but 
will continue with programs.

4.Club Elections:
¥ New Board Installed on Jan. 24th

¥ Bruce Butler will be installed as new President at Club Meeting Jan. 28th

¥ We still have no candidate for Vice President

5.Installation Dinner / Raffle Progress Report:
¥ Kick Boat Tickets Sold: $880.00
¥ Silent Auction Items: 50 items
¥ ÒBucketÓ Items: 30 items
¥ Live Auction: 7 items  (Gene will M.C. the live auction)
¥ Thank you to those members who have donated items
¥ 50 Dinner tickets have been sold
¥ Steve Culp will call members to see if they are coming to

The dinner
¥ Dean Lewis will print out Dinner Tickets with Bidder Number
¥ Fred will make final arrangements with Swiss Park
¥ ÒFly Fisherman of the YearÓ plaque is at the engravers
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6. Paul is receiving more merchandise and certificates from suppliers.  Paul and Fred will review 
all raffle items and will donate several items to Dave Heyes for the Club’s monthly raffle.

¥ Dean has 8 reels from C.P. Reels for Dinner & Dave Heyes

7. Fred will be seeking volunteers to assist with dinner / raffle:
(set up, check-in, raffle ticket sales, distribute prizes to winners, etc.)

8. Budget for 2015 (Dean Lewis):
¥ Need to budget funding for programs (based upon dinner receipts & dues):

(Speakers, Fly Tying, Video Library, Monthly Raffle, Trout-in-the Classroom, Donations to Groups, 
etc.)

¥ Budget for :Business Expenses:
(Silliman Center, P.O. Box, Liability Insurance)

9. Fish outs:
¥ Davis Property on the Yuba River Ð February 21st

¥ Ron Smith Ð Kelsey Bass Ranch in May (no specific date set)

Motion to Adjourn: Jan Van Zandt       Second:  Ron Smith      Motion Passed 
Meeting Adjourned by:  Dean Lewis  Time: 8:50 pm

Submitted By:  Fred A. Gerace (Secretary-elect)
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Fly of the Month

In  September 2014,  Gene Kaczmarek demonstrated tying a Caddis Emerger Fly .

Caddis Emerger Fly
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Monthly Programs

Speaker Program Title

Dated Al Smatsky Shad Fishing

Feb. 25th Mike Reinser Magdalena Bay in Baja, Mexico

Mar. 25th Jim Cox Western Rivers conservatory organization

April 22nd Lee Haskin OÕNeal Forebay, Striper Fishing

May 27th To Be Announced

June 24th To Be Announced

 

January Program

 Al has been this clubs go to guide for a lot of years, with trips to Belize, Mexico along with 
other destinations.! He also handles the Þshing at Kelsey Lake, guides Shad Þshing and Steelhead 
trips in our various northern California rivers.Quite a few members have Shad Þshed with Al over 
the years.! He has also generously donated to our fund-raising efforts for years. 

by Ron Smith
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Outstanding Video

Video No. Title Out Since Borrower

152 MPFA Fly Tying with Ed Huff 5/28/14 Rich Choy

THE JOHN FUKUMOTO FLY TYING AWARD
The criteria:

¥  Only current members of Mission Peak Fly Anglers are eligible.
¥ The fly must be presented and tied at a monthly fly tying session.
¥ Special consideration will be given to original patterns and unique 

variations of a standard pattern.
¥ The award cannot be won by an individual in consecutive years.
¥ Selection of each yearÕs winner will be made by the current Fly 

Tying Chairman and two club members of his choosing.

**** Video Library*****
MPFA Maintains a 200+ library for the benefit of its members and we need the help of every member to keep it 
available to the entire membership.
We ask that you check out a video (Honor System) and return it within 2-3 months.  After the 2nd month, the librarian 
will send the borrower an e-mail or note reminding them that there is a video(s) checked out in their name.
After the 3rd month, the librarian and/or the secretary will send a note asking for the video or $40 to cover the purchase 
of it’s replacement.  Thanks.

Your Video Librarian,
                    Bill Mattson
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MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS
2015 FISHOUT LIST (Preliminary)

DATE LOCATION TYPE OF FISH FISHMASTER COMMENTS
Jan

Feb 21 Yuba River Trout Davis Property

Feb - March Bay Area Lakes Trout, Bass ?? Ideas welcomed for weekday or 
weekend day

March Northern California Steelhead ??

March - April Delta Bass ??

March - April

May 9 White Pines Lake Trout, Bass, Panfish Dean Lewis Potluck BBQ?

May 16-17  Kelsey   

June Ð July Santa Cruz Surf Perch Craig Gittings
 

Check with Craig for best tides

June 20-21 Manzanita Lake Trout Mark Kaharick
 

Potluck BBQ

July/Aug     

Sept  12-13 Clark’s Fork Trout Campout and Potluck BBQ

Sept Trout

Sept/Oct Feather River Salmon, Steelhead

Sept/Oct Davis Lake Trout Mitch Matsumoto
 

Sept/Oct Lake Almanor area Trout, Bass Ed Huff
 

Sept/Oct Alpine Lake Trout Craig Gittings
 

Oct     

Oct American River Salmon
Nov Trinity River Steelhead
Dec

The above fishout calendar is tentative and subject to change.  Always contact the fishmaster the week of the fishout to be 
notified of changes due to weather and unforeseen circumstances.  Also check the newsletter for detailed information on 
fishing tackle, flies, directions and accommodations, as recommended by the fishmaster.

Note that only the fishouts shown in BOLD on this calendar are actually confirmed at this time; all others are tentative.

The actual dates of wintertime fishouts are highly dependent upon the weather conditions and will be confirmed by the 
fishmaster the week of the fishout.

Your  ideas for fishout locations are always welcomed by the club.  Phone Dean Lewis to volunteer as a fishmaster.  The 
qualifications for a fishmaster are that you have a place in mind, know how to get there, and would welcome some 
fwishing companions.  That is it, so sign up now!
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Conservation News
by Steve Schramm

	
  
I’m	
  glad	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  a\er	
  four	
  years	
  as	
  club	
  president	
  that	
  Dean	
  Lewis	
  is	
  finally	
  geYng	
  a	
  well-­‐earned	
  break.	
  	
  When	
  I	
  first	
  
joined	
  the	
  club	
  Mike	
  Ramicone	
  was	
  president	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  back	
  nine	
  of	
  a	
  similar	
  four	
  year	
  sMnt.	
  At	
  the	
  Mme	
  Mike	
  was	
  
ready	
  to	
  pass	
  the	
  baton	
  and	
  I’d	
  venture	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  Dean	
  is	
  too.	
  Thanks	
  Dean	
  for	
  all	
  your	
  service.	
  	
  You	
  too,	
  Mike.	
  Four	
  
years	
  is	
  no	
  small	
  feat.	
  

As	
  for	
  Bill	
  Peakes’	
  marathon	
  run	
  as	
  Treasurer	
  and	
  Stephen	
  Culp’s	
  decade	
  long	
  service	
  as	
  Fundraising	
  Chair,	
  I	
  can	
  only	
  say	
  
!"#$"%&'!%(')*+ 	
  to	
  the	
  both	
  of	
  you.	
  Without	
  your	
  Mme	
  and	
  service	
  Mission	
  Peak	
  would	
  be	
  so	
  much	
  less.	
  The	
  same	
  
goes	
  for	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  club	
  members	
  that	
  have	
  given	
  their	
  Mme	
  and	
  labors	
  to	
  make	
  Mission	
  Peak	
  a	
  place	
  to	
  learn	
  and	
  
to	
  build	
  like-­‐minded	
  friendships	
  around	
  the	
  sport	
  of	
  fly	
  fishing.	
  I	
  know	
  it	
  has	
  changed	
  my	
  life.

A\er	
  Mike,	
  Mission	
  Peak	
  was	
  infused	
  with	
  new	
  leadership	
  from	
  the	
  likes	
  of	
  Mark	
  Kaharick	
  and	
  then	
  Gene	
  Kaczmarek.	
  I	
  
enjoyed	
  both	
  Mark’s	
  and	
  Gene’s	
  leadership.	
  Mark	
  was,	
  and	
  sMll	
  is,	
  the	
  quintessenMal	
  story	
  teller,	
  whose	
  infecMous	
  
ability	
  to	
  spin	
  a	
  fishing	
  yarn	
  strengthened	
  the	
  club’s	
  fraternal	
  spirit.	
  Gene’s	
  stretch	
  was	
  also	
  memorable.	
  Gene	
  took	
  on	
  
many	
  of	
  the	
  pracMcal	
  challenges	
  of	
  the	
  club	
  using	
  his	
  sales	
  skills.	
  When	
  Gene	
  was	
  president	
  it	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  Mme	
  I	
  heard	
  
the	
  phrase	
  “This	
  is	
  your	
  club	
  people.”	
  I’ve	
  heard	
  it	
  repeated	
  many	
  Mmes	
  since,	
  but	
  it	
  was	
  from	
  Gene	
  that	
  I	
  heard	
  it	
  first.	
  
A	
  truism	
  if	
  ever	
  there	
  was	
  one.	
  ,-.%/'0+%10++0*$%2."(%345%6$#4.7+89
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It	
  was	
  also	
  Gene’s	
  idea	
  to	
  start	
  the	
  “Early	
  Bird”	
  raffle	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  get	
  club	
  members	
  to	
  get	
  their	
  InstallaMon	
  
Banquet	
  Mckets	
  and	
  dues	
  paid	
  for	
  in	
  a	
  Mmely	
  fashion.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  simple,	
  clever	
  and	
  highly	
  effecMve	
  idea.	
  To	
  me	
  
this	
  is	
  sMll	
  the	
  single	
  best	
  operaMonal	
  policy	
  that	
  I’ve	
  ever	
  seen	
  insMtuted	
  by	
  our	
  Club.	
  Again	
  it	
  was	
  no	
  small	
  
feat,	
  but	
  obviously	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  pull	
  the	
  first	
  item	
  off	
  that	
  table	
  at	
  the	
  installaMon	
  
banquet	
  is	
  big	
  medicine	
  indeed.	
  If	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  the	
  banquet	
  this	
  year,	
  did	
  you	
  get	
  your	
  check	
  in	
  by	
  the	
  31st	
  
of	
  December?	
  That’s	
  what	
  I	
  thought.	
  

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%6$*:;.7%&4.<.7%0)."=%!"5>.%?*7%5*'7%$.@:%A+;%B0&

While	
  I’m	
  no	
  Jack	
  Kennedy,	
  my	
  own	
  tenure	
  as	
  ConservaMon	
  Chair	
  will	
  reach	
  the	
  two	
  year	
  mark	
  this	
  March.	
  It’s	
  been	
  a	
  
lot	
  of	
  fun	
  and	
  a	
  fair	
  bit	
  of	
  work,	
  and	
  when	
  I	
  reach	
  the	
  two	
  year	
  mark	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  my	
  Mme	
  to	
  step	
  down.	
  Knowing	
  how	
  it	
  
can	
  be	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  next	
  “volunteer”	
  I	
  began	
  to	
  consider	
  what	
  creaMve	
  ways	
  the	
  Club	
  might	
  use	
  to	
  select	
  the	
  next	
  
conservaMon	
  chair.

I	
  liked	
  Dean’s	
  idea	
  of	
  rotaMng	
  the	
  President’s	
  Message	
  by	
  geYng	
  different	
  people	
  to	
  write	
  the	
  arMcle	
  each	
  month.	
  I	
  like	
  
this	
  idea	
  since	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  see	
  what’s	
  on	
  each	
  member’s	
  mind	
  as	
  it	
  relates	
  to	
  conservaMon.	
  But	
  
geYng	
  a	
  volunteer	
  is	
  usually	
  a	
  bit	
  more	
  challenging.	
  Perhaps	
  a	
  fusion	
  of	
  Gene’s	
  “early	
  bird”	
  raffle	
  idea	
  is	
  the	
  way	
  to	
  go.	
  
Make	
  the	
  InstallaMon	
  Banquet	
  a	
  real	
  installaMon	
  banquet	
  for	
  all	
  club	
  posiMons.	
  When	
  you’re	
  reaching	
  in	
  to	
  that	
  bucket	
  
for	
  the	
  next	
  raffle	
  Mcket	
  you’d	
  also	
  be	
  running	
  a	
  gauntlet	
  of	
  becoming	
  an	
  officer,	
  board	
  member	
  or	
  chairperson.	
  Now	
  
that	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  thrilling	
  raffle	
  indeed.	
  BAM!	
  I	
  got	
  a	
  pontoon	
  boat	
  AND	
  I’m	
  club	
  president.

More	
  than	
  likely	
  any	
  selecMon	
  process	
  for	
  a	
  new	
  conservaMon	
  chair	
  will	
  be	
  closer	
  to	
  the	
  Russian	
  rouleVe	
  scene	
  in	
  C;.%
D..7;'$:.7 	
  with	
  the	
  Vietnamese	
  guards	
  shouMng	
  “Diddy	
  mau!”	
  TranslaMon,	
  “Do	
  it	
  now!”	
  	
  

Anyway	
  it’s	
  something	
  to	
  start	
  thinking	
  about	
  otherwise	
  that	
  next	
  MPFA	
  AcMon	
  Alert	
  might	
  be	
  your	
  heads	
  up	
  
that	
  the	
  ConservaMon	
  Report	
  is	
  due.	
  :o)
How	
  important	
  is	
  conserva0on?
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Probably	
  the	
  biggest	
  water	
  issue	
  generaMng	
  buzz	
  in	
  California	
  right	
  now,	
  besides	
  the	
  Delta	
  Tunnels	
  and	
  talk	
  of	
  raising	
  
Shasta	
  Dam,	
  is	
  the	
  potenMal	
  for	
  a	
  so	
  called	
  “secret”	
  seVlement	
  with	
  Westlands	
  Water	
  District.	
  Below	
  is	
  a	
  press	
  release	
  
from	
  our	
  friends	
  at	
  Restore	
  The	
  Delta	
  that	
  excoriates	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  this	
  possible	
  sweetheart	
  deal.
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If	
  you	
  have	
  Mme	
  to	
  read	
  only	
  one	
  arMcle	
  link	
  on	
  the	
  subject	
  make	
  it	
  the	
  one	
  from	
  SFGate	
  listed	
  here	
  San	
  Joaquin	
  
Valley	
  farmers	
  reach	
  secret	
  deal	
  in	
  water	
  dispute	
  -­‐	
  SFGate	
  and	
  again	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  report,	
  as	
  it	
  gives	
  the	
  best	
  
overview	
  of	
  the	
  history	
  encompassed	
  by	
  this	
  proposed	
  seVlement.	
  

Restore	
  the	
  Delta	
  Responds	
  to	
  Westlands	
  Water	
  District	
  Secret	
  Se:lement;	
  Trawl	
  Survey	
  Shows	
  Delta	
  Smelt	
  
PopulaCon	
  At	
  All	
  Time	
  Low	
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Sacramento,	
  CA	
  –	
  Restore	
  the	
  Delta	
  (RTD),	
  opponents	
  of	
  Gov.	
  Brown’s	
  rush	
  to	
  build	
  Peripheral	
  Tunnels	
  that	
  would	
  
drain	
  the	
  Delta	
  and	
  doom	
  sustainable	
  farms,	
  salmon	
  and	
  other	
  Pacific	
  fisheries,	
  today	
  responded	
  to	
  the	
  prospect	
  of	
  a	
  
secret	
  seVlement	
  of	
  the	
  debt	
  Westlands	
  Water	
  District	
  owes	
  to	
  US	
  taxpayers	
  and	
  the	
  near	
  exMncMon	
  presently	
  of	
  Delta	
  
smelt.

/:":.!.$:%>5%J.+:*7.%:;.%D.4:"%V@.&'L<.%D07.&:*7%W"7>"7"%W"770#"$X2"77044"Y%%%%%%%%%%%
“The	
  idea	
  that	
  the	
  Westlands	
  Water	
  District	
  can	
  secretly	
  negoMate	
  a	
  seVlement	
  with	
  the	
  Federal	
  Government	
  that	
  
secures	
  Westlands’	
  water	
  rights,	
  by	
  circumvenMng	
  state	
  water	
  rights,	
  and	
  that	
  lets	
  Westlands	
  walk	
  away	
  from	
  
hundreds	
  of	
  millions	
  of	
  dollars	
  of	
  debt	
  that	
  they	
  owe	
  to	
  U.S.	
  taxpayers	
  is	
  incomprehensible.	
  	
  Worse,	
  Westlands	
  is	
  not	
  
being	
  required	
  to	
  document	
  how	
  they	
  will	
  conMnue	
  to	
  farm	
  without	
  belching	
  polluted	
  discharge	
  water	
  back	
  into	
  the	
  
watershed,	
  or	
  how	
  their	
  farmers	
  will	
  pay	
  for	
  the	
  approximate	
  $2	
  billion	
  that	
  it	
  will	
  cost	
  to	
  fix	
  their	
  drainage	
  issues.

American	
  taxpayers	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  on	
  the	
  hook	
  to	
  subsidize	
  water	
  profits	
  for	
  600	
  rich	
  farming	
  corporaMons.	
  	
  Westlands	
  
should	
  not	
  be	
  given	
  Federal	
  enMtlements	
  to	
  water	
  right	
  seniority	
  over	
  California	
  farmers	
  who	
  were	
  in	
  producMon	
  
decades	
  before	
  Westlands	
  farmers,	
  especially	
  during	
  Mmes	
  of	
  water	
  scarcity,	
  as	
  during	
  this	
  drought.	
  It	
  seems	
  that	
  
Westland’s	
  extensive	
  lobbying	
  and	
  media	
  efforts	
  are	
  buying	
  the	
  best	
  government	
  available	
  in	
  Washington.

“This	
  is	
  especially	
  disturbing	
  considering	
  the	
  recent	
  numbers	
  from	
  the	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  
(CDFW)	
  Fall	
  Midwater	
  Trawl	
  Survey	
  show	
  that	
  the	
  Delta	
  Smelt	
  populaMon	
  has	
  reached	
  a	
  new	
  record	
  low.	
  	
  The	
  smelt,	
  
which	
  was	
  once	
  the	
  most	
  abundant	
  fish	
  in	
  the	
  Bay-­‐Delta	
  Estuary,	
  is	
  an	
  indicator	
  species,	
  meaning	
  that	
  it	
  demonstrates	
  
the	
  health	
  of	
  the	
  Bay-­‐Delta	
  estuary.	
  The	
  species	
  is	
  nearly	
  exMnct;	
  other	
  Bay-­‐Delta	
  fisheries	
  are	
  in	
  rapid	
  decline,	
  and	
  
nobody	
  is	
  thinking	
  about	
  the	
  economic	
  damage	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  inflicted	
  on	
  commercial	
  fisheries	
  and	
  their	
  connected	
  
economies	
  resulMng	
  from	
  the	
  over	
  pumping	
  of	
  the	
  Delta.

“While	
  Westlands	
  conMnues	
  to	
  push	
  Federal	
  legislaMon	
  for	
  increased	
  water	
  exports	
  at	
  the	
  pumps	
  during	
  the	
  drought,	
  
enhanced	
  water	
  rights	
  through	
  secret	
  negoMaMons,	
  an	
  unrestricted	
  license	
  to	
  pollute,	
  and	
  their	
  bills	
  paid	
  by	
  American	
  
taxpayers,	
  the	
  Delta	
  ecosystem	
  is	
  unraveling.

“Westlands	
  leaders	
  will	
  never	
  be	
  saMsfied	
  unMl	
  they	
  have	
  all	
  the	
  water	
  they	
  want,	
  when	
  they	
  want,	
  without	
  any	
  
restricMons,	
  despite	
  the	
  economic	
  and	
  environmental	
  consequences	
  for	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  California.	
  	
  They	
  want	
  the	
  Delta	
  
tunnels	
  so	
  they	
  can	
  take	
  as	
  much	
  water	
  from	
  Northern	
  California	
  as	
  quickly	
  as	
  possible,	
  and	
  without	
  the	
  tunnels	
  they	
  
want	
  laws	
  passed	
  that	
  simply	
  let	
  them	
  muscle	
  their	
  way	
  to	
  the	
  front	
  of	
  the	
  line,	
  even	
  before	
  the	
  fish,	
  to	
  take	
  all	
  the	
  
water	
  they	
  want.	
  	
  They	
  talk	
  about	
  feeding	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  their	
  economic	
  importance	
  to	
  the	
  naMon	
  –	
  which	
  in	
  reality	
  is	
  
0.3%	
  of	
  California’s	
  GDP.	
  	
  The	
  truth	
  is	
  that	
  their	
  free	
  hand	
  of	
  the	
  marketplace	
  is	
  in	
  our	
  back	
  pockets	
  grabbing	
  our	
  tax	
  
dollars	
  and	
  the	
  future	
  sustainability	
  of	
  the	
  Bay-­‐Delta	
  estuary	
  for	
  California’s	
  children.
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“We	
  are	
  calling	
  on	
  the	
  Bureau	
  of	
  ReclamaMon	
  and	
  the	
  Obama	
  AdministraMon	
  to	
  make	
  public	
  the	
  details	
  of	
  these	
  secret	
  
negoMaMons,	
  and	
  to	
  bring	
  all	
  impacted	
  parMes	
  to	
  the	
  table	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  California’s	
  water	
  challenges	
  in	
  a	
  manner	
  that	
  
supports	
  the	
  enforcement	
  of	
  exisMng	
  laws.”

For	
  Immediate	
  Release:	
  Monday,	
  January	
  12,	
  2015
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Below	
  are	
  links	
  to	
  conservaMon	
  related	
  arMcles	
  that	
  caught	
  my	
  eye	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  30	
  days.	
  All	
  links	
  were	
  acMve	
  as	
  of	
  January	
  
14th,	
  2015.	
  The	
  first	
  few	
  are	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  proposed	
  secret	
  Westlands	
  Water	
  District	
  seVlement.	
  	
  Check	
  out	
  the	
  SFGate	
  
arMcle	
  link	
  if	
  you	
  can	
  read	
  only	
  one.	
  Another	
  must	
  read	
  arMcle	
  is	
  on	
  Canada’s	
  KSM	
  mine.	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  massive	
  gold	
  mining	
  
project	
  (think	
  Pebble)	
  in	
  BriMsh	
  Columbia	
  that	
  has	
  the	
  potenMal	
  to	
  impact	
  adjacent	
  Alaskan	
  rivers	
  and	
  fisheries.	
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The	
  stakes	
  	
  are	
  great	
  and	
  serve	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  that	
  near	
  border	
  Canadian	
  mines,	
  	
  hydroelectric	
  projects	
  and	
  pipelines	
  
can	
  have	
  huge	
  implicaMons	
  on	
  our	
  fisheries	
  here	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  It’s	
  something	
  to	
  think	
  about.
San	
  Joaquin	
  Valley	
  farmers	
  reach	
  secret	
  deal	
  in	
  water	
  dispute	
  -­‐	
  SFGate

Drainage	
  Deal	
  Imminent-­‐	
  -­‐	
  Lloyd	
  G.	
  CarterTunnel	
  criMcs	
  respond	
  to	
  secret	
  seVlement	
  as	
  Delta	
  smelt	
  nears	
  exMncMon	
  -­‐	
  
Indybay

Massive	
  B.C.	
  gold	
  mine	
  gets	
  environmental	
  nod	
  -­‐	
  BC	
  -­‐	
  Globalnews.ca

It	
  Takes	
  How	
  Much	
  Water	
  to	
  Grow	
  an	
  Almond-­‐!	
  -­‐	
  Mother	
  Jones

Fish	
  kill	
  cause:	
  Drainage	
  canals	
  near	
  Davis

Report-­‐	
  Steelhead	
  in	
  San	
  Francisquito	
  Creek	
  would	
  recover	
  with	
  dam's	
  removal

Upper	
  Alameda	
  Creek	
  -­‐	
  Alameda	
  Creek	
  Alliance	
  —	
  Bringing	
  Salmon	
  and	
  Steelhead	
  back	
  to	
  Alameda	
  Creek

The	
  Klamath	
  Riverkeeper	
  Fall	
  2014

Balancing	
  the	
  Russian	
  River	
  on	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  the	
  Eel	
  River

Efforts	
  to	
  clean	
  up	
  Russian	
  River	
  could	
  impact	
  rural	
  sepMc	
  systems

Feds	
  Finally	
  Assert	
  Humboldt's	
  Right	
  to	
  Trinity	
  River	
  Water	
  Under	
  1955	
  Agreement	
  -­‐	
  Lost	
  Coast	
  Outpost	
  -­‐	
  Humboldt	
  
County

Unraveling	
  The	
  Mysteries	
  Of	
  American	
  River	
  Salmon	
  And	
  Steelhead

BDCP	
  Delta	
  Tunnels:	
  Fatal	
  flaws	
  remain

Should	
  U.S.	
  Government	
  Kill	
  Thousands	
  of	
  Birds	
  to	
  Save	
  Salmon-­‐

Salmon	
  NaMon-­‐	
  137	
  Species	
  Rely	
  on	
  Pacific	
  Salmon

Save	
  the	
  Tarpon	
  -­‐	
  Boca	
  Grande	
  Tarpon	
  Fishing	
  -­‐	
  Help	
  Save	
  The	
  Tarpon	
  ‘SLAPP’	
  back	
  and	
  stay	
  in	
  the	
  fight

Climate	
  Change	
  -­‐	
  American	
  Rivers

Salmon	
  Farmers'	
  ads	
  more	
  full	
  of	
  crap	
  than	
  seabed	
  beneath	
  their	
  pens	
  -­‐The	
  Common	
  Sense	
  CanadianThe	
  Common	
  
Sense	
  Canadian
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Annual Mission Peak Fly Anglers Awards &
Officers Installation Dinner

  

Swiss Park
5911 Mowry Ave, Newark, CA 94560

(510) 793-6272

Saturday, January 24, 2015
5:00 Ð 6:00pm No Host Bar 

Check Raffle Items
6:00pm Dinner

Choice of: Tri-Tip, Salmon or Chicken (Pasta Primavera for non-meat guests)
Complemented with mixed vegetables, roasted potatoes 

Coffee or tea and Desert
Served as a Buffet

$35.00 per person

- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - MPFA Installation Dinner- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Member Name: _____________________________________________________________

Dinner Selection: Tri-Tip:______   Chicken:______   Salmon:_______  Pasta___________

Number of Dinners selected ________ x $35.00 = ______________

Mail Checks to:  
     Stephen Culp 

Make All Checks Payable to: Mission Peak Fly Anglers
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MPFA 2015 Dues- - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - 

Member Name: ________________________________ WifeÕs Name: ________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________

Preferred Phone # __________________________E-Mail: _________________________

FFF Member Number: ______________

Amount Enclosed: $_________________   $40.00 per member/family
         $35.00 for current member of FFF
         $20.00 if under 18 or living more than 100 
             miles radius from Fremont
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