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August 2008

Club Meeting

PLACE: Silliman Community Activity Center
6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560

(510) 742-4400
DATE: Wednesday, August 27, 2008
TIME: 7:00 PM
PROGRAM: Mark Won “Surf Perch and Stripers”

COMING EVENTS

Wed. Aug 6 BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat. Aug 9 CLUB ANNUAL PICNIC– 11:00am NILES COMMUNITY PARK
(3rd St. and H St. Niles District, Fremont)

Thur. Aug 14 FLY TYING - 7:00 PM( New Time) Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Wed. Aug 27 CLUB MEETING 7:00 PM
Silliman Community Activity Center, 6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560

Wed. Sept 3 BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Thur. Sept 11 FLY TYING -7:00 PM( New Time) Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat. Sept 13 CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

Wed. Sept 24 CLUB MEETING 7:00 PM
Silliman Community Activity Center, 6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560

Wed. Oct 1 BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9



2

MAINSTREAM is the monthly newsletter of the Mission Peak Fly Anglers’, P.O. Box 7263, Fremont California. 94537.

2008 OFFICERS
President Craig Gittings Board Member Douglas Fear 1/20/10

Vice President Wayne Culp Board Member Harold Whitmore 1/2010
Secretary Dean Lewis Board Member Lyndin Nickson 1/2009
Treasurer Bill Peakes Board Member Ray Gauthier 1/2009

Past President Malcolm Dunn

Chairpersons
Annual Dinner Malcolm Dunn Conservation Larry Dennis

Distribution Malcolm Dunn Editor Malcolm Dunn
FFF Rep. Gene Kaczmarek Fish-Outs Jeff Lorelli
Fly Casting Jerry Reynolds Fly Tying August Abellar
Fund Raising Steve Culp Graphic Design Ed Huff
Historian Don Lee Hospitality Kay Heyes
Library Dave Heyes Picnic Malcolm Dunn
Programs Rich Lobrovich Raffle Chairman Dave Heyes
Video Library Ken Brunskill Trout Bum Award Ken Brunskill
Web Master Douglas Fear Fukumoto Award Larry Dennis
Trout in The Classroom Ken Brunskill

MPFA Web Site http://www.missionpeakflyanglers.org/index.shtml

Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not
necessarily represent the opinions or view of Mission Peak Fly Angler’s or its official representatives.
Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and
Mission Peak Fly Anglers.

E-mail address list
The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or wish to have
a copy of the list, send an e-mail to Craig Gittings.

~~~~~ Notice ~~~~~
Members

The Newsletter will be coming out on the 15th of each month. Send your articles or information to
the editor by the 12th of each month.

BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS

Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The club
newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may not think
a trip to Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but remember, many members have never been there and would welcome a
description of how your fishout went And as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure would be most
appreciated. Send articles to the editor

NOTE FROM TREASURER, BILL PEAKES – Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are available from Bill at a
nominal price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when they joined; if not, call Bill Peakes.

Bill Peakes
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The President’s Message

The annual picnic held at the Niles Community Park had at least 41 folks turnout. The activities ran the gambit from the
usual fly tying contest, fly-casting of a few different rods and even a new event- Bocce Ball by the Culp family. Mitch
Matsumoto doesn’t need any fly tying materials in order to turn out superb flies. His stone fly pattern out did his
parachute style no hackle fly which even impressed me. The patterns came in first and second place in the contest. Dean
Lewis’ bamboo rod find on Ebay, Larry Dennis’ newly finished 4 wt, Ed Huff’s 7 wt bass rod lined with a 10 wt tarpon
line all proved worthy for their specific targeted use. Malcolm Dunn, sporting his fashionable Dorado tournament T-shirt
and familiar hat, could do no wrong with his BBQ expertise. Someone overheard a compliment to Malcolm from an
unnamed member as saying, “I usually don’t eat this much meat, but these ribs are so good. I can’t believe the meat falls
away from the bones.” Malcolm’s response was, “I hope it falls off the bones, I smoked those ribs for four hours.”
Wayne Culp had the finishing touch with his show-stopper Bananas Foster. Too bad it wasn’t dark when they were
flamed. I also looked forward to meeting Bruce, a local colorful fellow that Wayne Culp befriended earlier in the week,
but he was unfortunately a no show- perhaps next year. As far as a location, the Niles Community Park proved to be a
nice place with enough shade, in close proximity to ample parking and good seating for the fly tying. Do we return next
year? Your feedback will help form that decision. It is sometimes the loudest protests and complaints that steer the clubs
direction at times and not necessarily the positive aspects of the location that makes the decision. The downside is we
had a club member, Ray Gauthier, get to the park early to hold the spot. Thanks goes to Ray for stepping up to the plate
on this and spending your early morning at the park.

We have a surf perch program at our August monthly meeting. We are also looking for a few folks to help out next year
either as program chair, fly tying chair as well as a few open positions as club officers and board members. Isn’t about
time that you became more involved? The rewards and benefits are far greater than the annual cost of membership. I’ll
even donate an air horn.

President
Craig Gittings

Recounts of Mulege and Dorado

Recovering from last Saturday night’s excursion to a Santa Rosalia street vender for gastronomical delight; a deep fried
bacon wrapped hot dog topped with fresh tomatoes, mustard and fried jalapenos, that left more than just a burning
sensation on my lips long after it was consumed. I can only pray that the fried jalapenos are the problem and everything
will finally work its way through the system, so to speak. At least I know what humility lies ahead when I am finally bed
ridden in a nursing home, if the kids have their way. Six members of the MPFA joined in Al Smatsky’s Excellent
Adventures 13th Annual Dorado Tournament hosted in Mulege, Baja Sur. The theory was to stack the odds with 6 out of
the 8 participants and we were sure to win- we can put that theory to rest.

The flight into Loreto and the one and a half hour drive north on Highway 1 to Mulege gave us a true sense of the
surrounding desert landscape. It also scared the hell out of Jack Davis when the very first semi tractor-trailer rig came
barreling from the opposite direction and immediately violated Jack’s personal space. Thinking back, I don’t recall Jack
sitting anywhere near the driver side of the van after the first leg of our trip. Lets just say, there are no shoulders along
the highway. Precision driving and nerves of steel are required for both passing drivers at all times due to the parking lot
space width equivalent of each of the two lanes of highway with all parties involved cruising along 60 miles per hour.
For that instance, Jack saw his life fly before him. Now imagine the nighttime driving. Early one morning in the dark of
the night, a car passed us only to see the same vehicle a couple of miles down the road, out of gas and parked in the
middle of the our lane with flashing lights and hands raised waving for assistance. A newer vehicle that was parked at
the water’s edge after it apparently missed a turn, went through the guardrail and descended down the rocky slope only
to rest at the water’s edge of the Sea of Cortez. On the bright side, the airbags worked as no windows were damaged.

(continue on page 5)
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Mission Peak Fly Anglers Board Meeting – August 6, 2008

President Craig Gittings brought the meeting to order at 7:00pm. The meeting was held outdoors in the bed of Stephen
Culp’s pickup as the usual meeting room was locked. Also present were VP Wayne Culp, Treasurer Bill Peakes,
Secretary Dean Lewis, Board Member Ray Gauthier, Past President Malcolm Dunn, and Fund Raising Chairman
Stephen Culp.

Old Business:

Club Picnic: We held a fairly lengthy discussion on the logistics of the club picnic to be held on August 9. Ray
will show up early to hold the tables. Dean will bring extra fold-up tables by 8:00. Malcolm, Stephen and Wayne are
getting the BBQ’s together. Craig and Wayne are working on the soft drinks and water. It was suggested that next year
we go back to a location where we can make reservations.

New Business:

Treasurer’s Report: Bill reports that we are solvent with little change from last month. He has close to 30 people
either paid or promised to pay for the BBQ. Dean was also paid $20.00 for filing our annual non-profit statement with
the Secretary of State. The statement should have been filed in 2007, but no one on the board received the notice. The
club received a penalty notice for not filing. We paid the filing fee, paid the penalty and petitioned to reverse the penalty
which was approved and we received our refund.

Programs: Rich Lobrovich has Mark Won scheduled for August. He will present a program on Surf Perch. For
September, Rich is working on a Fish and Game representative to give us a program.

August Meeting: Craig will be gone. Wayne will be running the meeting.

Fly Tying: August Abellar will tie his “Chartreuse Bunny Leach” and Craig Gittings will tie a “Flash Fly” pattern
for Alaska fishing.

Fishouts: Dean is looking for two additional people to go with him and Calvin Chin to the Sugar Creek Ranch on
September 23-26, 2008.

This and That: Board members tried out a couple of different rods that Bill and Dean had brought for show and tell.
Other than a lot of fish talk and stories, there was no more business to discuss, it was getting cold and Craig adjourned
the meeting at 7:25.

Respectively submitted

Dean Lewis

Secretary.

EDITORIAL

Our annual picnic was a success again this year. My thanks goes to Ray Gauthier for the picnic location by getting
up early to occupy the tables at the Niles Community Park. I also want to thank Wayne Culp for cooking the
baby back ribs and the banana fosters which Wayne prepared on location. (if you were lucky enough to get some).
All the potluck dishes were delicious. If you would like to share your receipes with other members of the club,
please email them to me so I can publish it in the newsletter. The extra tables were provided by Dean Lewis and
Craig Gittings.

Doug Fear was in charge of the Trash Fly contest. All materials had to be from the local area except the hook.
This year’s winner was Mitch Matsumoto. Congratulations Mitch!

Until next month,

Malcolm J Dunn, newsletter editor
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(continued from page 3)

Mulege

Vic and Mike McPherson, the club’s true saltwater legends as far back as I can recall, held court with the Dorado Kings,
August Abellar and Malcolm Dunn along with two neophytes to any such competition, Jack Davis and myself. Vic
McPherson took 2nd place at the end of five days of hard fishing. 1st place honors went to Grady, a retired high school
teacher and football coach from Stockton, who did not even own saltwater fly gear. This alone merited disqualification,
but there was no protest. Congrats are in order to Grady. He landed a nice sailfish as well. My only possible contention
was brought along side our panga only to swim off when the 20 lb. test leader broke under stress of the Dorado’s fight.
Up until then things were looking up.

Mike McPherson shared both his assortment of hand tied furled leaders and home made single malt scotch induced
Crease flies. Mike is on record that he will appear at a future fly tying night to demonstrate his own fly tying prowess. In
addition to the fishing, we had plenty of time to engage the community in the heat of the day and the cool evening if you
can call it that, which never went below the mid 80’s. This was when the town really came alive with both pedestrians
and automobiles. A favorite haunt was a sit down taco stand just down the street mid day that stayed open for our group
(normally closed for siesta), the daily purchase of a gallon of purified drinking water and a homemade ice cream shop to
quench both our cravings and momentary reprieve from the heat. No, the ice cream shop was not air-conditioned. I am
referring to the cool sensation as the ice cream passed over our tongue and esophagus on its way to the digestive tract.
Normally the ice cream was consumed on a street corner where we might enjoy just a hint of a breeze and stand in the
shade. None of the services could ever be mistaken for the national franchise establishments that we are accustomed to
back home. These were all mom and pop services trying to eek out an existence. Public services were stressed at times as
well. A power failure around dinnertime the first night and again early the next morning while we enjoyed our only
resemblance of home- cold cereal, milk, fruit and coffee. It reminded us how we take for granted our comfortable and
reliable basic services day in day out. The power outages weren’t bad, but the water pressure was lost in what seemed
like a daily occurrence throughout the week. The pump for the entire city water supply gave out and we were assured
that the correct parts were on the way. Mid week, August noticed he lost a few screws on the reel foot of his
conventional saltwater reel when it still wobbled after tightening the reel seat. Where else could one find a fine threaded
machine screw but at the local auto parts store? It turned out the parts counter clerk tried to get us to accept an oversized
coarse threaded sheet metal or wood screws to get the reel back into service under the bailing wire will fix anything
ingenuity/mentality. We were even more surprised when the clerk asked if we were in town for the Dorado tournament.
What struck me as odd was the friendliness and openness of the community to readily embrace a group of strangers or
gringos into a small community and not appear to be just extracting dollars from us. The returning competitors had their
favorite haunts, more often to renew old friendships. Surprisingly, wireless Internet service was accessible if we had
brought laptops, while others tried in vain to access email through an Internet café. My first experience hand was
watching Malcolm navigate through the different screens in Espanol in order to get to his email. It left both of us
somewhat frustrated when it appeared that the computer had locked up. I readily opted out of the notion of using familiar
and unnecessary conveniences. Malcolm bought a calling card instead to keep his better half up to date. It was
interesting though to see brisk business at the only cell phone retailer in the evenings as people embraced new affordable
technologies. For those considering road travel to Baja, you’ll be surprised to see gas around $2.65 a gallon. Al Smatsky
noted though that his 24-gallon gas tank took 26 plus gallons when he filled up. Instead of marking up prices at the
pump, altering the gas pump calibration to increase the retailers’ profit margin seemed to be work just as well.

Did I tell you about the fishing? Oh well, next time.

Craig Gittings
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Monthly Programs

DATE SPEAKER PROGRAM TITLE

Aug 27, 2008 Mark Won Fishing the surf for perch

Sept 24, 2008 Diana Brumbaugh Diana Brumbaugh

Oct 22, 2008 Ron Rabun Ron Rabun

Nov 19, 2008 Bill Peakes ( one week early) Bill Peakes ( one week early)

Dec 24, 2008 No Meeting No Meeting

August Program

This month's guest speaker will be Mark Won. He will speak on Surf Perch and Stripers

.The title of his program is "FIELD NOTES ON FLY FISHING THE BEACHES AROUND THE GREATER
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA".

His material is intended for folks who are interested in fly fishing the surf, whether they are novices or experienced fly anglers. He
will cover several topics, including my general observations about the sport, the marine environment, the game fish, recommended
gear & angling tactics.

Mark has a great web site on Surf Perch and has detailed fishing notes for the last five years.

Please meet Mark Won and Rich Lobrovich for dinner at 5PM at Dino's in Fremont. Corner of Fremont Blvd and Thornton Ave.
Please call Rich for space reservations.

Thanks Rich Lob

Fishing Trip to Oregon’s Williamson River – by Dave Heyes

Several club meetings ago I bid on a live auction for a donated one-day guided fishing trip for two on southern Oregon’s
Williamson River, and won. Since Kaye and I had already planned to attend the annual club fishout at Manzanita Lake
in Mt. Lassen National Park on May 20 -22 it made sense to tag onto that trip to save gasoline - pulling a small trailer
has suddenly become quite expensive. Arrangements were made with guide Craig Schuhmann to fish out of his drift boat
on Friday, May 27.

First, we fished Manzanita Lake where I caught several brown and rainbow trout up to 16 inches, which was followed
by a great pot luck dinner with tri-tip prepared by Mark Kaharick. Just as Mark began slicing the tri-tip it suddenly
began to hail – thank god Mark had brought along a free-standing canopy to eat under (afterward, he donated the canopy
to the club – so many thanks Mark). We also had a chance to see our old friends Mike and Venna Ramicone from Tahoe
City who were past club president and newsletter editor, respectively. Everyone seemed to have a great time in spite of
the hail – maybe the wine helped.

Since we had almost a week between the Manzanita Lake fishout and the Williamson river guided trip, we had a week to
fish other waters, so we fished McCumber Lake (west of Manzanita Lake near Shingletown) on two days (the first day
we were run off the water twice by the now infamous lightning storm that started most of the serious fires all over
northern California). I became really alarmed when a fly fisherman near us received an electrical shock as he touched a
rainbow trout that he just caught. Overall, the fishing was just OK, with rainbow and brown trout averaging 10 to 14
inches, but not as good as in the past, due to a severe algae bloom. (continue on page 7)
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Continue from previous page

Next we spent several days at Rocky Point Resort, located on the northwest side of Upper Klamath Lake near the mouth of
Crystal Creek, where we paddled and fished the 6 mile canoe route through the marsh in our kayak – the fishing was
unsuccessful but the scenery and paddling were great. We did see an occasional large fish rising, so the fish were there.
This area has great potential with most fish running 3 to 6 pounds, but requires considerable fly fishing skill and some luck.
A wind riffling the clear water is definitely a help. They also have a fine restaurant at the resort that we enjoy very much.

On Thursday, May 26 we arrived at the Waterwheel campground located on the bank of the Williamson River and spent 3
nights. That afternoon we backtracked and took a side trip to Crater Lake - still beautiful and looks about the same as it did
30+ years ago.

Our guide Craig Schuhmann suggested that we fish the Williamson River in the morning, take a break during the hot
afternoon, and fish the headwaters of Crystal Creek during the late afternoon and evening. Craig picked us up at our
campsite on Friday morning at 7:00AM and we headed up-river several miles, to below the town of Chiloquin and
launched. The river is moderately large and varies from slow to swift. We started fishing with nymphs (3 flies) under an
indicator; one fly was a large mayfly nymph, the others were small nymphs. We fished for several hours and each caught
several to 12-13 inches. Then we tried fishing streamers in a slower moving stretch of river, but caught none, although a
there were a few large fish rising occasionally. Craig instructed us to cast quartering downstream, and then stick the rod
down vertically into the water and retrieve, in order to retrieve the fly deeper. By then it was about one o’clock so we
headed downstream and pulled the boat out near our campsite and ate lunch. Craig came back about 4:30 PM and we
headed off to the headwaters of Crystal Creek, which flows through private property.

Crystal Creek is a very slow moving stretch of water that is more like a marsh, with reeds and lily pads. We cast seal
buggers close to the reeds along the shore line. The casts had to be 50-70 feet or more because of the clear water. We
fished from about 5:30 PM until about 9:00 PM with no luck. Suddenly, just as it was getting dark a large fish slammed
my fly and tried to head off into the reeds. I was able to turn him away from the reeds and after about 5 minutes of
thrashing and runs, landed a 24 inch Red Band Rainbow. Needless to say, loading the boat was in the pitch dark. Craig
said that the fishing had been very good in this area several days before, but the wind had put a riffle on the water – when
we fished there was no wind and the water surface was like glass. Overall, the trip was great. Would I go back and try
again – you bet!

Craig is a very good guide, patient, knowledgeable and very hard working. He graduated from college with a major in the-
ology (maybe that is the most suitable major for a fly fishing guide) and has worked in a fly shop in Montana. He now lives
in Klamath Falls and also guides for the Lonesome Duck lodge. Craig has also written a book: “Oregon Fishing is here!”
This is a comprehensive fishing guide to the entire state of Oregon, including coastal areas. An autographed copy can be
purchased from the author for $16, plus $4 for shipping (phone 541-778-1194). The book is also available on Ama-
zon.com and has an excellent review.

Annual Trout Bum award

Starts Jan 1st, 2008

Awarded by MPFA Board of Directors at December board meeting

Requirements:

Candidates must:

Have fished 10 or more waters during the calendar year (no private pay to play waters )

Waters may be tributaries of any river or lakes domestic or international
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MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS
2008 FISHOUT LIST

DATE LOCATION TYPE OF FISH FISHMASTER COMMENTS

Aug 24 Russian River Smallmouth Bass Calvin Chin Meet off West Soda Rock
Lane in Healdsburg
area

Aug 22-31 Alaska Kenai Peninsula Trout, Salmon, Gray-
ling

Craig Gittings

Sept 13-14 Clark’s Fork Trout Bill Peaks Potluck BBQ

Sept 26-28 McCloud River and Reservoir Trout Craig Gittings Camp atAsh Camp or
B&B in town of
McCloud.

Oct 3-5 Eastern Sierra Trout Jeff Lorelli June Lake Loop Area

Oct 11 Lake Alpine Trout August Abellar Contact August regard-
ing overnight accommo-
dations

Nov Trinity River Steelhead

Nov American River Steelhead

Nov Feather River Steelhead

The above fishout calendar is tentative and subject to change. Always contact the fishmaster the week of the
fishout to be notified of changes due to weather and unforeseen circumstances. Also check the newsletter for
detailed information on fishing tackle, flies, directions and accommodations, as recommended by the fishmaster.

Note that only the fishouts shown in BOLD on this calendar are actually confirmed at this time; all others are
tentative.

The actual dates of wintertime fishouts are highly dependent upon the weather conditions and will be confirmed
by the fishmaster the week of the fishout.

Your ideas for fishout locations are always welcomed by the club. Phone Jeff Lorelli to volunteer as a
fishmaster. The qualifications for a fishmaster are that you have a place in mind, know how to get there, and
would welcome some fishing companions. That is it, so sign up now!

Clark Fork Fishout and Potluck

For those who haven’t been for a few years or have never been to the Clark Fork, here is a rough sketch to the area. This river is about
60 miles east of Sonora on Highway 108. The last gas station is at Cold Springs which is about 10 miles past Long Barn. The Clark’s
Fork turn off is about 20 miles past Cold Springs. It is on the left side of the road at the bottom of a long down grade from Donnell
Point. (If you have arrived at the Dardanelle Resort, you have gone to far.) The Clark Fork Campground is about 7 miles from the
junction on the right. Look for a small sign. Most of the club members usually camp with tents or a small trailer at the far end of A
loop . Other accommodations might be available in Strawberry. There will be a sign on the bulletin board just after crossing the bridge
on the way in. We will have a potluck dinner on Saturday night.
The fish tend to be small wild fish ( about 6 to 9 inches) and hold over planters. If you are lucky a few fish are in the 13 to 14 inches.
Rods to use are 3 to 5 weight and 7 to 8 feet long. Any small generic nymphs or dry flies will work. This is a fun fishout with lots of
places to fish on the river. I will be leaving on Thursday. The fishout is scheduled for Saturday, Sept 13 to Sunday, Sept 14. Hope to
see you there. Give me a call for details.
Bill Peakes
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2008 Events
DATE LOCATION TYPE OF EVENT CONTACT COMMENTS

Aug 6 Fremont Adult School Rm N-9 Board Meeting Craig Gittings 7:00 pm

Aug. 14 Fremont Adult School Rm N-9 Fly Tying August Abellar 7:00 pm (New Hours )

Aug. 27 Silliman Community Activity Center Monthly Club Meeting Craig Gittings 7:00 pm

Sept 3 Fremont Adult School Rm N-9 Board Meeting Craig Gittings 7:00 pm

Sept 11 Fremont Adult School Rm N-9 Fly Tying August Abellar 7:00 pm (New Hours )

Sept 13 Denny’s in Hayward Denny’s in Hayward Bill Peakes 9:00 am

Sept 24 Silliman Community Activity Center Monthly Club Meeting Craig Gittings 7:00 pm

Oct 1 Fremont Adult School Rm N-9 Board Meeting Craig Gittings 7:00 pm

Oct 9 Fremont Adult School Rm N-9 Fly Tying August Abellar 7:00 pm (New Hours )

Oct 10-12 Lodi, CA NCCFFF Flyfishing Festival Gene Kaczmarek Go to NCCFFF.org

Oct 11 Denny’s in Hayward Club Breakfast Bill Peakes 9:00 am

Oct 22 Silliman Community Activity Center Monthly Club Meeting Craig Gittings 7:00 pm

OCT 10-12 Northern California Council Federation of Fly Fishers Fly Fishing Festival

Lodi, CA

Some of our members at the Las Casitas in Mulege, BCS, Mexico
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Conservation News
By Larry Dennis, August 2008

When you are Dry Fly fishing in the rain, are you really Dry Fly Fishing?

My View: A simple solution to help salmon

The Sacramento Bee- 8/9/08

By Peter Moyle and Richard Sitts, Special to The Bee

Chinook salmon are a fish of superlatives. The biggest of all salmon, they can reach weights of 100 pounds or more. In
California's Central Valley, perhaps 2 million Chinook once spawned and died in the rivers each year.

These salmon are marvelously adapted to the hot Valley climate, with runs entering the rivers in the fall, late fall, winter
and spring. With such diversity and abundance, they were mainstays of California fisheries.

Today, Central Valley salmon populations have reached record- low numbers. The spring and winter runs have been
listed as threatened or endangered. Commercial fishing for all runs has been shut down.

The causes of the salmon population collapse are multiple and complex, an apparent "perfect storm" of interacting
factors, man-made and natural. To supplement the wild populations, hatcheries produce approximately 31 million young
salmon per year. Yet today, hatchery fish are part of the problem.

Hatchery fish are less-adapted for survival in the wild, but they can compete with and interbreed with wild salmon in
rivers, overwhelming wild fish by their sheer numbers and weakening the offspring.

They are wonderful food, but when it comes to spawning and perpetuating the species, they are no substitute for truly
wild salmon.

In previous years, up to 90 percent of salmon caught off California by fishermen were born in a hatchery. Unfortunately,
the fishermen have never had an easy way to tell hatchery from wild fish. As a result, wild salmon that are endangered
species are caught as well as hatchery fish, with negative effects on their beleaguered populations.

A major step toward solving the problem: Mark all hatchery fish. First, hatcheries could remove a small fatty fin on the
back whose loss does not affect survival. Its absence is easy to detect on adult salmon. Second, hatcheries could inject
a wire tag into each salmon's snout that encodes their hatchery of origin and other information. This marking technique
has a long history of successful use worldwide.

If all hatchery fish have the mark and tag, the currently closed fishery could probably be reopened, albeit in a limited
fashion. Fishermen could keep all marked fish. Unmarked fish would be released into the wild.

The inadvertent catching of some wild fish would cause some to die. Yet more would live. The marking and tagging
program would also pay large benefits in improved management of salmon populations by providing more information on
how salmon use the ocean and on the impacts of the fishery on wild fish.

This is not a new idea. The benefits of marking programs have long been recognized in Washington and Oregon, where
over 100 million juvenile Chinook salmon are marked each year. Around the Great Lakes, agencies are beginning to
implement the annual marking of all hatchery salmon and trout, about 30 million fish.

It would cost roughly $5.5 million to establish a program to mark and tag all hatchery salmon in the Central Valley, and
about $4.5 million per year to run it. Yet this price tag seems small compared with the value gained, particularly if the
alternative is to keep the fishery shut down indefinitely.

Marking all salmon released from hatcheries is an important tool for salmon conservation in the Pacific Northwest. We
are not using it enough in California. We should.#

http://www.sacbee.com/110/story/1143307.html
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Flies of the Month

Chartreuse Bunny Leech - August Abellar
This fly has proven itself indispensable and is the go to subsurface fly on lakes for August under the constant mantra of “I only need one fly to catch fish”. For
some folks, the lesson is over right here. For the rest of us, please feel free to read on. This same fly is effective for salmon and steelhead when tied in different
colors such as orange to pale colors representing flesh flies. Black and purple are also effective. Fish can see in the ultraviolet range as well as the range that
humans see. If you expose an UV light to chartreuse fur, it will reflect the light. This somehow triggers a fish’s curiosity as well as into a strike response. The
fur underwater also adds life to the pattern in its retrieve similar to, but is more durable than marabou. Under the right conditions (aquarium like) I have seen a
number of fish respond to this pattern when they have it in their sight over the course of a single retrieve over and over again. If this is the first time that you
have heard about this type of behavior, you might scoff at it. I did, too. But the proof is in the pudding where I have seen numerous folks approach August out of
frustration and curiosity to see just what actually he was using for a fish magnet. And don’t rely solely on his reply as he might just tell you it is a black
Copper John as he palms the bunny leech out of view in his hand. I hesitate to bring a fly box with me when fishing lakes or ponds with August because I know
he has an ample supply of bunny leeches for both of us. And of course, he only needs just one.

HOOK: TMC 200R, Size 6

THREAD: 3/0 Chartreuse

WEIGHT: 6-7 wraps of .035 lead to cover front of hook shank BODY: Chartreuse rabbit

zonker strip

HEAD: 3/0 Chartreuse thread head lacquer of choice (Sally Hansen’s)

Wrap a base of thread along the hook shank. Add 6-7 wraps of .035 lead along the hook to-
wards the front of the hook. Secure the lead with over wraps and at each end of the lead
with a thread build up. This is a good time to add head cement here. Punch through the rabbit strip about 3/4” from the tip with the hook point
for the tail so that the rabbit fur trails naturally to the back of the hook. Tie in with thread at the point of the hook along the hook shank and
wrap the strip in touching turns towards the eye of the hook. Secure with a couple of half hitches. Cut the remaining rabbit strip and finish with
a neat head.

Series “S” Flash Fly (Jerry Snyder)

Nine or 10 years ago the Alaska Fly Fisher’s Fly Tying Chair, Bob Fairchild, was so taken with Jerry Snyder’s catching ability on this pattern
that he asked Jerry for the recipe and permission to publish the pattern in the Alaska Fly Fisher’s Newsletter. Bob did just that the following
August - just in time for silver salmon season as well as Jerry’s return to Alaska. The pattern is fished on the swing wet fly style, an upstream
presentation with no slack in the system, a variation of short line nymphing or the time tested short strip method. This pattern is very effective
for silver and sockeye salmon as well as steelhead in Alaska. Tie this pattern in orange, red and purple. Use it as a starting point and makeup
your own variations.

HOOK: TMC 7999, Sizes 2,4,6 THREAD : Red 6/0, OR MATCH COLOR OF FLY

WEIGHT: 15 WRAPS OF .025 LEAD OR LEAD SUBSITUTE

TAIL BOTTOM: SILVER FLASH-A-BOU TAIL TOP RED CRYSTAL FLASH

RIB: GOLD WIRE BODY: GOLD DIAMOND BRAID

UNDERWING: BUCK TAIL FIRST OVERWING: SILVER FLASH-A-BOU

SECOND OVER WING: RED CRYSTAL FLASH HACKLE: RED WEBBY HACKLE

HEAD: RED THREAD

Tying instructions: 1. Wrap in the lead from above the barb to the point where the fly eye folds back. 2. Tie in thread at the
front of the weight and secure the weight. 3. Tie in rib at the back of the fly. 4. Tie in diamond braid at the back of the hook.
5. Tie in the bottom color of the tail at the rear of the just above the barb area. 6. Tie in top color of the tail right above the
bottom color. 7. Trim top and bottom tails together about one hook gap long. 8. Roll diamond braid forward covering lead and
tie off in front of the lead section. 9. Counter wrap the rib and tie off at the front of the lead section. 10. Cut off a small pinch of
red buck for underwing and tie in at the front of the body section. 11. Tie in Silver Flash-a-bou for the first over wing 12. Tie in
Red Crystal Flash for the second over wing directly over the bucktail and silver flash. 13.Trim all three wings to match the tails.
14. Wrap red hackle at the front of wings. 15. Tie off a nice red thread head. Coat with high gloss finish
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Mission Peak Fly Anglers Annual Picnic
Don and Jack wondering what time lunch will be served Lunch is finally being served

Winner Trash Fly Contest

Erny and Rose enjoying the sun

Winning Fly

Mitch Matsumoto

Ladies of MPFA discussing the next fishout

Bill and Ed trying to tie the best trash fly


