January 2009
Club Meeting
PLACE:
DATE:
TIME:

Silliman Community Activity Center
6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560
510- 742-4400
Wednesday, January 28, 2009
7:00pm

COMING EVENTS
Sat.

January 31

MPFA ANNUAL AWARDS AND INSTALLATION DINNER
Open to all fisher persons and friends. See flyer in this newsletter.

Wed. February 4

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Thur. February 12

FLY TYING - 7:00 PM - Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat.

CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

February 14

Wed. February 25

CLUB MEETING 7:00 PM
Silliman Community Activity Center, 6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560

Fri., Sat., Sun.
Feb. 27, 28, Mar. 1

Fly Fishing Show and Hall of Fame Dinner on Sat. evening, Pleasanton, CA

Wed. March 4

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Thur. March 12

FLY TYING - 7:00 PM Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat.

CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

March 14
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MAINSTREAM is the monthly newsletter of the Mission Peak Fly Anglers’,
P.O. Box 7263, Fremont California. 94537.
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http://www.missionpeakflyanglers.org/index.shtml

Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not
necessarily represent the opinions or view of Mission Peak Fly Angler’s or its official representatives.
Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and
Mission Peak Fly Anglers.
E-mail address list
The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or wish to
have a copy of the list, send an e-mail to Craig Gittings at: craiggittings@sbcglobal.net

~~~~~ Notice ~~~~~
Members

The Newsletter will be coming out on the 15th of each month. Send your articles or information to the editor
by the 12th of each month at maljdunn@earthlink.net.
BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS
Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The
club newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may
not think a trip to Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but remember, many members have never been there and
would welcome a description of how your fishout went And as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure
would be most appreciated. Send articles to the editor
NOTE FROM TREASURER, BILL PEAKES – Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are available from Bill at
a nominal price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when they joined; if not, call Bill Peakes.

Bill Peakes
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The President’s Message
Outgoing President’s Message
This is your last chance to get dinner tickets to the installation dinner to be held at the newly remodeled Spin-A-Yarn on
Warm Springs Blvd. The price is right and an interesting evening is guaranteed. This is our major fundraiser for the year,
which is meant to carry the club for the2009 year. Bill Peakes has been at with framing fly plates and Paul Lelis has been
active soliciting fly boxes filled by club members. Steve Culp has a done a remarkable job soliciting donations as well.
We also will be handing out awards to some very distinguished club members for their participation and/or antics on
Fish-Outs. Come join in the festivities. I almost forgot, no waders or wading boots will be allowed.
As hard as some have tried (some literally twisted Master Fo’s arm to no avail), we still cannot get August to stay on as
Fly Tying Chair, so we are in desperate need of a club member stepping up to the plate in order to take his place. Master
Fo has informed me that he will be more than happy to take the new Fly Tying Chair under his tutelage (if they don’t
mind being called “Grasshopper”) and ease them into the job. Fly tying nights, which gets about as many folks attending
as regular meeting will be a thing of the past until we get a response from someone. August will even use his influence
on tiers outside our club, if you feel that this would be a sticking point. Ray will stay on as the video guy, so there is
really nothing much to do, except line up the guest tiers. As the Fly Tying Chair, you have discretion and total control
how you envision Fly Tying Night and you can go as far as saying what night would work best for you. And if I
remember correctly, August had several excuses why he could not be the Fly Tying Chair, but he eased into the position,
took charge and did an excellent job during his tenure.
There is the Fly Fishing Film Tour, which is scheduled to come to Sacramento and Modesto next month. The dates are
February 9th in Sacramento and February 26th in Modesto. I have been in contact with Bob Nakagawa at Sierra Anglers
as well as the Modesto fly club, Stanislaus Fly Fishers concerning the event. As soon as I hear anything, I will pass along
the ticket info via email. For those interested check out AEGmedia.com
Craig Gittings

The President Elect’s Message
I would like to thank Craig for everything he has done for the last 2 years and even before. Of course it’ll be hard to fill
his size 8 ½ shoes since I wear size 11, but I will try.
I believe his presidency has left Mission Peak Fly Anglers in better shape than ever.
Well let’s see here. 2008 left us with no state budget, gas price uncertainty, no salmon fishing to speak of, very little rain
again and still a world with no peace. So I want to be positive for 2009. I don’t see any option but to be positive. The
economy can’t get worse. Can it?
I am looking forward to the next year as President. I know that I am slightly inexperienced and overwhelmed but with
everyone’s help I will hope to continue the club’s good standing.
I was thinking of ending my ramblings with “Wayne’s World” but I think that has been taken so I will end it wit h…..
Wayne’s Wandering
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Mission Peak Fly Anglers Board Meeting – January 7, 2009
President Craig Gittings brought the meeting to order at 7:21pm. Present were VP Wayne Culp, Treasurer
Bill Peakes, Secretary Dean Lewis, Board Members Harold Whitmore, Doug Fear and Ray Gauthier, Past
President Malcolm Dunn and Committee Chair Stephen Culp..
Old Business:
E-Mail: Stephen reported that he was getting responses to e-mail requests for donations.
Items for annual dinner: Craig got items from Rodny Pucha’s Crystal Springs shop in Mantecca.
New Business:
Treasurer’s Report: Bill reported that we are healthy.
Programs: January – Craig Gitting – Alaska Kenai presentation, February – Frank and Joe “Fly Fishing
in the Truckee Area”, March – Jerry Nueberger “Bass fishing the Southern Delta”, April – Larry Dennis
“Wilderness Survival Talk”, May – Davis Lass from Trout Unlimited.
Fly Tying: Nothing pending at the moment. Fly Tying chair to be selected.
Fishouts: Many are planned. See club newsletter. Kistler Ranch: This is set for May 16th.
Tie Along: Ken Hanley will be tying his furled flies at a tie along on March 21. $15 per person limited
to 8 persons. Harold is getting the room.
Healing Waters: Five club members are involved with this program. They would like to get nice shirts
with our club logo and healing waters embroidered on the shirts. Shirts cost $45 each. Doug moved
and Craig seconded that the club sponsor and donate $15 each, for these first 5 people, towards purchase
of the shirts. Motion passed.
The Board also discussed creating an honorary membership for Veterans that participate in the healing
waters program with our members. More discussion is needed and we would like to see how
the Peninsula Club (who suggested the idea) handles it.
Dean moved and Doug seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 8:10pm – passed.
Respectively submitted, Dean Lewis, Secretary.
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Conservation News
By Larry Dennis, January 2009

"There must be some force behind conservation more universal than profit, less awkward than government....something
that reaches into all time and place where men live on the lands....a voluntary decency in land use exercised by every
citizen and landowner out of a sense of love and obligation to that great biota we call America. This is the meaning of
conservation." ~ Aldo Leopold
You are not going to believe the following article. Like the comedian Mort Sahl used to say, “I don’t make this
stuff up – I just report it.” Pay particular attention to the questions asked by Scalia and Roberts. They need to
put down the coloring books and learn about the real world. Larry Dennis, Cons. Chair.

Mine wants Supreme Court OK to dump waste in lake
By MATTHEW DALY
The Associated Press, January 12th, 2009
WASHINGTON -- A lawyer representing an Alaska gold mine urged the Supreme Court today to
uphold the mine owner's permit even though he acknowledged that the company's plan to dump
metal waste into a nearby lake would kill all aquatic life.
Isn't it arguable that the best place for really toxic stuff is at the bottom of a lake so long as it stays
there?" asked Justice Antonin Scalia.
The Army Corps of Engineers in 2005 issued a permit for waste disposal at the proposed Kensington mine north of Juneau. Under the plan, tailings -- waste left after metals are extracted from
ore -- would be dumped into Lower Slate Lake.
Environmentalists sued to halt the practice, saying dumping the mine tailings in the lake would kill
fish. A federal appeals court blocked the permit, saying the dumping is barred by stringent
Environmental Protection Agency requirements under the Clean Water Act of 1972.
Coeur Alaska is owned by Idaho-based Coeur d'Alene Mines Corp. The company and the state of
Alaska appealed the ruling, setting the stage for Monday's hearing.
The high court's decision in the case could set a precedent for how mining waste is disposed in the
nation's streams, rivers and lakes.
A ruling in favor of the mining company could allow such waste to be dumped into waterways
throughout the United States, said Tom Waldo, a lawyer with the environmental group Earthjustice.
"The whole reason Congress passed the Clean Water Act was to stop turning our lakes and rivers
into industrial waste dumps," Waldo said.
Waldo said about a thousand trout-like fish known as Dolly Varden char live in the 23-acre lake. He
said the lake and the brightly colored fish were unlikely to recover from mining operations that could
last up to 15 years.
Waldo called Olson's arguments that the lake could be restored dubious, and said the mining
industry has a poor track record in repairing environmental damage.
Olson, a former U.S. solicitor general, said tailings from the Kensington mine would be inert sandy
material, and almost half would be recycled back into mine operations. He called the land-only
alternative for disposal unacceptable.
(conservation continue on page 6)
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Monthly Programs

DATE

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE

Jan 28, 2009

Craig Gittings

Alaska

Feb 25

Frank Pisciotta, Joe Cerniglia

Fly Fishing Opportunities in the
Truckee area

March 25

Jerry Nueberger

Bass Fishing the Southern Delta

April 22

Larry Dennis

Wilderness Survival Talk

May 27

Davis Lass from Trout Unlimited

TBD

(conservation continue from page 5)

Under questioning from Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Olson conceded that restoration of the lake
was not guaranteed, but he said it was a condition of the permit issued by the Army Corps. The EPA
agreed to a regulatory change in the case defining "fill" as "tailings or similar mining-related
materials."
Chief Justice John Roberts noted that the fish in question were not an endangered species, adding:
"There are millions of them somewhere else, right?"
Waldo agreed but said the Alaska case could set a national precedent. "All fish are valuable and
worth protecting," he said, noting that the Alaska mine would also affect a smaller fish species
known as stickleback.
The Army Corps has often issued permits to create so-called tailing ponds. Environmentalists say
the current permit is the first to authorize the discharge of mining process wastewater into a
navigable waterway.
The case is Coeur Alaska Inc. v. Southeast Alaska Conservation Council et al., 07-984; and State of
Alaska v. SACC, 07-990.

2009 Events
DATE

LOCATION

TYPE OF EVENT

CONTACT

COMMENTS

Jan 28

Silliman Community Center

Club Meeting

Wayne Culp

7:00pm

Jan 31

Spin A Yarn Restaurant

Annual Dinnner

Bill Peakes

5:00pm

Feb 4

Fremont Adult School Rm N-9

Board Meeting

Wayne Culp

7:00pm

Feb 12

Fremont Adult School Rm N-9

Fly Tying

August Abellar

7:00pm

Feb 14

Denny’s in Hayward

Club Breakfast

Bill Peakes

9:00am

Feb 25

Silliman Community Center

Club Meeting

Wayne Culp

7:00pm

Mar 4

Fremont Adult School Rm N-9

Board Meeting

Wayne Culp

7:00pm
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Annual Trout Bum Award
Starts Jan 1, 2008
Awarded by MPFA Board of Directors at December board meeting
Requirements: AMPLIFICATION
Candidates must:
Have fished 10 or more waters during the calendar year (no private pay to play waters) This means that the general public have unrestricted access at all times, without any special fees to the waters fished
.Waters may be tributaries of any river or lakes domestic or international
Meaning any named stream, river, or
section of river (As in Upper Sacramento R. or Lower Sacramento R. - would be two waters) in any country.
Used fly fishing tackle only Simply that!
Have fished for trout (This is a Trout Bum Award) Simply that!
The award generally will go to the person who fly fished for trout in the most public waters
Have reported to the club and shown photos to the club at a regular meeting
Reporting means informing the membership-simple as that - Does not mean that the person must give a slide show presentation, just tell the club where you fished, how you did, what you used - show some pictures.
The purpose of the award is to encourage members to explore, fish as many new waters as they can, tell the membership
about the experience there-fore encouraging others to do likewise.
Chairperson: Ken Brunskill
PROJECT HEALING WATERS .......... Attention Mission Peak Members .............PROJECT HEALING WATERS

Who among you would like to join me and be part of helping our veterans through this worthwhile program?
What you might ask is involved? It can be as little as a group of us going out to Livermore and and/or Palo
Alto once a month to teach fly casting and fly tying to our wounded veterans. It could go as far as
accompanying a group of veterans on a fishing trip to be their 'gillie' and personal assistant on that trip.
I have made the initial contact at Livermore VA Nursing unit and their seems to be an interest, but I cannot do
it alone.
I'd bet we can get funding help from the FFF, NCCFFF, the Elks Lodge, Kiwanis, VFW, and other service
organizations, all we need to do is give a little of our own time to those who have given so much for us.
If interested please contact me, Thanks Ken Brunskill

Editorial
I would like to thank all the members and friends of Mission Peak Fly Anglers for assisting me in
participating in the fly casting game at the Western Outdoor News Youth Fair of the ISE Show at San Mateo.
We taught kids that were twelve and under how to cast a fly to little plastic fish. Everyone had a great time.
Remember to make reservations for our annual installation of officers and fund raiser dinner with Bill Peakes.
See flyer on page 11 for details.
Since the California fishing license is increasing in cost every year, the lifetime license is a good deal. If you
are 62 and older and plan to fish at least 10 years or more, the cost per year is cheaper than the license for this
year. Check the price at the DFG website.
Malcolm J Dunn, editor
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Trout In The Classroom Report
By Ken Brunskill

Many of you probably do not know or understand what Trout In the Classroom (TIC) is all about, so here is a
quick rundown on what it is all about:
1st a teacher (K-12th grade) has to be interested in bringing something new and interesting into their classroom,
as well as pay the $25 fee and spend a Saturday in the fall of the year learning about how to raise trout from
eggs to the fry stage.
That’s where a few of your dedicated MPFA members step up and make a huge difference. In 2007/2008 six
(6) of your fellow members gave up 430+ hours of their time and drove over 1300 miles to assist 9 teachers
raise and plant 250+ fingerling trout. While doing this we had the opportunity to speak directly with about 400
students; however that pales in comparison to the total TIC impact on the 1400+ students who came in contact
with the program. (Some of the classrooms are science classes.)
OK you might ask what do you talk to Kindergartner’s 2nd, 4th & 5th grade kids about anyway? Good question;
the answer is we get them to talk about Watersheds, Habitats, Trout life stages, what trout eat and what would
eat them. Next month; I’ll tell you what is new & different about this year.

Project Healing Waters Report
By Ken Brunskill

Initially, we were under the impression that there were other groups doing this and we were following their
good example, it was learned at the San Mateo ISE show that there are not any other fly fishing clubs doing
anything for our veterans, outrageous! Just think what these folks gave……………for most of them their
condition is not temporary…….
Think about that for a few minutes.
The great news is that MPFA is paving the way for the entire Bay Area on this program and you ought to be
darned proud of those same few folks who consistently step up and volunteer their time, talent, as well as fund
this worthwhile effort themselves. (We will be tapping your shoulder to help, count on it!)
What is involved? It could not be simpler!
We meet with who ever shows up and:
Demonstrate Fly Tying
Demonstrate Fly Casting
Show some videos to those who would like to watch.
Once or twice a year we will accompany these folks on a fishing trip.
Next step is to get the veterans themselves doing these things.
A lot of hands were raised when this was initially brought up at a MPFA meeting, about ½ of you actually
came through and are participating – hope that changes. I have volunteer applications, and it is not all that
difficult to become a part of this fine group of MPFA volunteers.
We have committed to meeting with the veterans two (2) times a month.
10:00 AM on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at the VAPAHCS hospital in Livermore.
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MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS

2009 FISHOUT LIST
DATE

LOCATION

TYPE OF FISH

FISHMASTER

COMMENTS

Jan - Feb

Santa Cruz

Surf Perch

Craig Gittings

Leave Fremont at O’Dark 30

Feb 8-10

Gualala River

Steelhead

Calvin Chin

April 5-7

Trinity River

Steelhead

Calvin Chin

Surf Motel:
1-888-451-SURF
Lewiston Valley Inn: 530-778-3942

May

Burney Area

Trout

Wayne Culp

May 16

Kistler Ranch

Bass and Panfish

Craig Gittings

May 18-19

Clear Lake

Bass, Crappie, Panfish

Calvin Chin

May 27-29

Rock Creek Lake

Trophy Trout

Tom Knoth

June 6

Yuba or American River

Shad

Jeff Lorelli

June

American River

Shad

Ken Brunskill

June 13

Sawmill Lake

Trophy Trout

Craig Gittings

June 15

Shad

Calvin Chin

June - July

American River – Goethe
Park
Santa Cruz

8 angler max; if more interest we
can add a weekday fishout
Day Trip – meet in Cordelia

Surf Perch

Craig Gittings

Leave Fremont at O’Dark 30

June 20-21

Manzanita Lake

Trout

Mark Kaharick

Potluck BBQ

Aug 29-Sept 6

Alaska Kenai Peninsula

Trout, Salmon, Grayling

Craig Gittings

Sept

Toulumne Meadows

Trout

Wayne Culp

Camp Out

Sept

Clark’s Fork

Trout

Bill Peaks

Potluck BBQ

Oct 2-4

Trout

Craig Gittings

Camp at Ash Camp or B&B in
town of McCloud.

Oct 17-18

McCloud River and Reservoir
Eagle Lake

Trout

Mitch Matsumoto

Oct 23-25

Eastern Sierra

Trout

Jeff Lorelli

Oct 26

American River – Sailor’s
Bar
Trinity River

Salmon

Calvin Chin

Day Trip – meet in Cordelia

Steelhead

Calvin Chin

Weaverville Area – Red Hill Motel:
530-623-4331

Nov 15-17

$25 gets you a great day of fishing,
camaraderie,and an Italian sausage
BBQ – Muy Bueno!
Staying at the Edgewater resort.
$50 deposit due by March 15.
Chance for a trout of a lifetime! $325
for 3 days fishing and lodging.
Maximum 4 anglers.
Float Trip with Al Smatsky
Excellent Adventures (Max 4)
209-368-9261
Depending on River flows

The above fishout calendar is tentative and subject to change. Always contact the fishmaster the week of the fishout to
be notified of changes due to weather and unforeseen circumstances. Also check the newsletter for detailed information
on fishing tackle, flies, directions and accommodations, as recommended by the fishmaster.
Note that only the fishouts shown in BOLD on this calendar are actually confirmed at this time; all others are tentative.
The actual dates of wintertime fishouts are highly dependent upon the weather conditions and will be confirmed by the
fishmaster the week of the fishout.
Your ideas for fishout locations are always welcomed by the club. Phone Jeff Lorelli to volunteer as a fishmaster. The
qualifications for a fishmaster are that you have a place in mind, know how to get there, and would welcome some fishing companions. That is it, so sign up now!
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ISE 2009 WON Youth Fair and FFF Education Center

Members of Mission Peak Fly Anglers also teaching
fly casting at the FFF Education Center at the ISE

Members of Mission Peak Fly Anglers
teaching fly casting at the Western Outdoor
News Youth Fair at the ISE show.
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