January 2010
Club Meeting
PLACE:
DATE:
TIME:

Silliman Community Activity Center
6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560
510- 742-4400
Wednesday, January 27, 2010
7:00pm

COMING EVENTS
Wed. Jan 20

Project Healing Waters– VA Hospital, Livermore, 10am to 11:30am

Wed. Jan 27

CLUB MEETING -7:00pm Silliman Community Activity Center

Sat.

ANNUAL DINNER - 5:00pm Spin a Yarn Restaurant ( see flyer )

Jan 30

Wed. Feb 3

Project Healing Waters– VA Hospital, Livermore, 10am to 11:30am

Wed. Feb 3

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Fri.

Project Healing Waters– VA Hospital, Menlo Park, 10am to 11:30am

Feb 5

Wed. Feb 10

FLY TYING - 7:00 PM Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat.

Feb 13

CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

Wed. Feb 17

Project Healing Waters– VA Hospital, Livermore, 10am to 11:30am

Wed. Feb 24

CLUB MEETING -7:00pm Silliman Community Activity Center
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MAINSTREAM is the monthly newsletter of the Mission Peak Fly Anglers’,
P.O. Box 7263, Fremont California. 94537.
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http://www.missionpeakflyanglers.org/index.shtml

Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not
necessarily represent the opinions or view of Mission Peak Fly Angler’s or its official representatives.
Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and
Mission Peak Fly Anglers.
E-mail address list
The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or wish to
have a copy of the list, send an e-mail to Craig Gittings at: craiggittings@sbcglobal.net

~~~~~ Notice ~~~~~
Members

The Newsletter will be coming out on the 15th of each month. Send your articles or information to the editor
by the 12th of each month at maljdunn@earthlink.net.
BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS
Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The
club newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may
not think a trip to Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but remember, many members have never been there and
would welcome a description of how your fishout went And as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure
would be most appreciated. Send articles to the editor
NOTE FROM TREASURER, BILL PEAKES – Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are available from Bill at
a nominal price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when they joined; if not, call Bill Peakes

Bill Peakes
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The President’s Message
The following article was written at the request of our president when he was under the weather.
Swimming With the Fish
I want to share an experience that I had during the fishout at Clark’s Fork last year. It was a sunny morning,
and I put on my fishing gear in preparation for the anticipated pleasant experience of fly fishing the river.
After walking the trail downstream for about a mile and half, I entered the river and started fishing upstream.
Many of you know that the river is strewed with rocks and boulders that one has to navigate around and over
while casting. I was having a great time catching a few fish even though I occasionally snared a few bushes
along the way.
Everything was going well until I suddenly lost my footing. I found myself in the river with water coming
over the top of my waders. Many have experienced the effects where the mind seems to slow down time, and
such was the case for me. My hand seemed to automatically explore whether or not I had properly fastened
my safety belt on the outside of the waders for such eventuality. Yes, it was there. My feet finally found solid
ground and I waded out of the hole. I was wet from the waist up, and I eventually returned to the camp to
change clothing.
The experience reemphasized the need to follow safety practices while enjoying our sport. Before venturing
out, double check yourselves to be sure that you have the proper equipment and that you have it on correctly.
If you do, then go out and have a great time.
Ray Gauthier

* * * * * * Video

Library * * * * * * *

MPFA Maintains a 200+ library for the benefit of its members and we need the help
of every member to keep it available to the entire membership.
We ask that you check out a video (Honor system) and return it within 2-3 months,
After the 2nd month the librarian will send the borrower an email or note reminding them
that there is a video(s) checked out in their name.
After the 3rd month the librarian and/or the secretary will send a note asking for the video
or $40 to cover the purchase of its replacement. Thanks
Your Video Librarian
Ken Brunskill

Three New DFG changes that you should be aware of in 2010.
1. The Bay Delta Stamp is no longer needed and is not for sale in 2010.
2. Your license will NOT need to be above your waist and visible after 3-1-10.
3. You can process your Steelhead card on line instead of mailing it in.
Submitted by Rich Lobrovich
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Mission Peak Fly Anglers Board Meeting – January 6, 2010
President Wayne Culp brought the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Present were VP Ray Gauthier, Secretary Dean Lewis,
Treasurer Bill Peakes, Board Members Malcolm Dunn, Stephen Culp, new members Frank Rodriquez and Marilu Sawyer as
well as Past President Craig Gittings. Also present was Larry Dennis.
Old Business:

 Installation Dinner: Bill reported that we had sold 55 tickets so far and there were 5 more he was expecting soon.
Stephen reported that he had lots of goodies and would have 8 bucket raffles. He was also going to get a 30# Boga Grip for
the dinner. Craig will pick up the wine as he did last year and we will pay the corkage fee which is cheaper than
purchasing house wine. Wayne and Cynthia had dinner at Spin-A-Yarn on New Years eve and had a great meal.
New Business:

 2010 Event Dates: We tentatively set the following dates for activities in 2010. Kistler Ranch on May 8, Casting/Pizza
night on July 28, Club Picnic on August 14, November regular meeting moved up one week due to Thanksgiving and the
annual swap meeting on December 8. We also discussed another movie night in December on the 15th. The Boy Scout
program is the last Sunday of April and the first one of May. Also, if we have a scheduled speaker that can’t make it, we
are prepared for a movie instead. Programs are currently set through July. Dinner in 2011 would be 1/29/11.

 Treasurer’s Report: Per Bill, we are doing well and are healthy.
 Hall of Fame Dinner: The Hall of Fame Dinner will be held in March. We are still looking into chartering a bus if there is
enough interest and all ride up as a club

 Awards: Awards are being prepared for the Installation Dinner.
 Fly Tying: Harold asked that we discuss how the monthly fly tying person would be provide for regarding dinner, fees,
etc. We felt that there are at least three possible scenarios. First is a club member presenting. Second is a local person
presenting and third is someone we have to bring in special. In each case, there are different expenses. We also discussed
expenses for the club person meeting and taking the presenter to dinner. We decided to table this for some more discussion
next month.

 Special Raffle: Stephen will be holding a special raffle this year. If you purchase $10 worth of raffle tickets at a regular
meeting, you will get one ticket for the special raffle. If you purchase $20 worth you will get three tickets. These special
raffle tickets will go in a bucket and at the end of the year, a ticket will be drawn and the winner will win a rod. Stephen
moved and Craig seconded that we try this for this year. Motion carried.

 Fall Back Locations: We discussed fall back locations for meetings. The new Fremont Bank has a meeting room. Ken
says that the Elks building is available. We will keep our options open.

 Trinity River: Dean reported that he collected $125 for the Friends of Trinity River at the December showing of the
movie Rivers of a Lost Coast. An additional $5 was collected at the meeting and Bill issued a check for $130 that will be
sent to the FTR.
Wayne moved and Dean seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 8:20pm – Motion passed.
Respectively submitted, Dean Lewis, Secretary.
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Conservation News

.

By Larry Dennis, January 2010
"I am not against golf, since I cannot but suspect it keeps armies of the unworthy from discovering trout." -Paul O'Neil

Time to fix the 'Delta fix'
Woodland Daily Democrat-1/10/10
By Lois Wolk
Opinion

In this season of New Year's resolutions, it is natural to reflect on the past and set goals for the year ahead.
Just two months ago, the Governor and legislative leadership hailed the recently enacted water deal as a monumental step forward to save Delta.
Ironically, that enthusiasm is not shared by many of those that live, work and play in the Delta region. Those that know the Delta
best are all too aware that the celebrated water package leaves much more to be done in order to save the largest estuary on the
west coast.
Every generation has attempted to fix the Delta. Past efforts have been based on 19th century outmoded ideas, bad process, billions in public subsidies, and, in the end, the chronic failure of state agencies to follow good science or enforce existing laws
designed to protect the Delta and Northern California. In many ways, the most recent water package sets a course to repeat this
tragic history.
This newest "fix" relies upon voters approving an $11.14 billion pork laden bond measure on November's ballot. That bond will
help finance the costs of a new peripheral canal -- a ditch the equivalent of a 100-lane freeway, 48 miles long, through prime
farmland, diverting water from the Sacramento River around the Delta directly to pumps and aqueducts southward.
Supporters of the canal, the water exporters, hope that separating the fish from the water further upstream will protect them from
court rulings requiring the water to flow naturally through the Delta. Others, including Delta residents, farmers and fishermen,
disagree.
Yet the biggest problem isn't necessarily what is in this package, it is what was left out:
Respected legal experts representing Northern California water agencies warned that the package lacked water rights protections
and would uproot the decades old priority system of water rights, risking the municipal and agricultural water supplies of Northern California for the benefit of water exporters to the South. These legal experts were discounted and the protections were omitted.
The five Delta counties were excluded from the process and the solution.
Environmentalists asked for legally enforceable standards that would guarantee the Delta enough freshwater flow for fish and
other wildlife to survive. Instead, they got unenforceable "flow criteria" to determine what the Delta needs, but not what it will
actually get. "Trust us," they were told. "It's the best we can do."
Financial experts, including the State Treasurer and the non-partisan Legislative Analyst Office, warned that unprecedented and
growing bond debt would further exacerbate California's budget crisis and require deeper cuts to health care, education and social programs across the state. They stressed the need to require that those who benefit from these expenditures pay for them, not
all taxpayers. The financial experts were ignored.
Now we are left with a new water policy full of loopholes, irresponsibly financed, and replete with vague promises unlikely to
produce a positive outcome.
Now it's the Delta fix that needs fixing. We must close the gap between the headlines and the policy, the hype and the reality.
Water flows necessary to sustain the Delta's ecosystem and communities must be protected. Historic safeguards, including the
priority water rights system, must be upheld to protect Northern California communities, save California's largest salmon runs,
and restore the health of the fragile Delta estuary.
(Conservation continue on page 5)
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Monthly Programs
SPEAKER

DATE

PROGRAM TITLE

January 27

Jana Sokale

Cupertino’s Stevens Creek Restoration

February 24

John Gantner

Bugology 101

March 24

Bob Alexander

Rainbow Bend Fly Fishing

April 28

Ralph Wood

May 26

Mark Cottrell

June 23

Jay Murakoshi

July 28

Casting night

Baja

January Program
Project Summary - Cupertino’s Stevens Creek Restoration
The City of Cupertino completed the Stevens Creek Corridor Park and Restoration Plan in 2006. This plan called for
the renovation of park facilities and restoration of the stream corridor on 60 acres of city controlled parkland located
along over a mile of Stevens Creek in Santa Clara County. The plan proposed reducing in scale the park amenities at
Blackberry Farm and relocating these amenities away from the banks of the creek to make way for the riverine,
riparian and upland restoration desired by the community.
The reduction in park facilities allowed for the realignment of a portion of Stevens Creek to enhance spawning and
rearing habitat in designated critical habitat for the threatened Central California Coast steelhead (Oncorhynchus
mykiss). The restoration efforts were undertaken within the “Cold Water Management Zone” identified in the
Fisheries and Aquatic Habitat Collaborative Effort Settlement reached by the Santa Clara Valley Water District
(SCVWD). The Stevens Creek Restoration removed a diversion dam, three low-flow automobile crossings, realigned
a portion of the channel to create a connection to the floodplain, and provided backwater refugia for rearing four
native fish species including steelhead.
Cupertino undertook this fully discretionary restoration effort with the full support, technical expertise and matching
funds of the SCVWD. The restoration effort, inspired by the community and implemented by local government, is
intended to support the recovery of the steelhead, to enhance the habitat for a wide range of resident and migratory
vertebrate species and to support and diversify the aging sycamore-oak riparian and oak woodland forests found
throughout the corridor. The creek was dewatered and 5,000 fish (1,400 juvenile steelhead) relocated in order to
undertake this restoration. Jana Sokale coordinated the park and stream restoration design, secured permits and
funding, planned the fish relocation effort with SCVWD staff and inspected construction.

( Conservation from page 5)

Finally, new water projects and their impacts must be paid for by those who benefit from them, not taxpayers who have
already paid and continue to pay for their own water systems through their own water bills. Reliance on massive new
borrowing forces Californians to into a no-win choice between water projects and education, public safety, healthcare
and all other programs that rely on the general fund.
Defeating the bond in November is just the first step. Next we need to come up with responsible policies and a realistic
financing plan that will achieve the desired outcomes we all share. Most important, we need to involve the people in the
communities who will be forever affected by the changing Delta ecosystem and economy. It's not too soon to get
started. Let's make 2010 count.#
State Senator Lois Wolk represents the 5th District.
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/guestopinions/ci_14160868
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Annual Trout Bum Award
Starts Jan 1, 2009
Awarded by MPFA Board of Directors at December board meeting
Requirements: AMPLIFICATION
Candidates must:
Have fished 10 or more waters during the calendar year (no private pay to play waters) This means that the general public have unrestricted access at all times, without any special fees to the waters fished
.Waters may be tributaries of any river or lakes domestic or international
Meaning any named stream, river, or
section of river (As in Upper Sacramento R. or Lower Sacramento R. - would be two waters) in any country.
Used fly fishing tackle only Simply that!
Have fished for trout (This is a Trout Bum Award) Simply that!
The award generally will go to the person who fly fished for trout in the most public waters
Have reported to the club and shown photos to the club at a regular meeting
Reporting means informing the membership-simple as that - Does not mean that the person must give a slide show presentation, just tell the club where you fished, how you did, what you used - show some pictures.
The purpose of the award is to encourage members to explore, fish as many new waters as they can, tell the membership
about the experience there-fore encouraging others to do likewise.
Chairperson: Ken Brunskill
PROJECT HEALING WATERS .......... Attention Mission Peak Members .............PROJECT HEALING WATERS

Who would like to join us and be part of helping our veterans through this worthwhile program?
What you might ask is involved? It can be as little as a group of us going out to Livermore and and/or Palo
Alto once a month to teach fly casting and fly tying to our wounded veterans. It could go as far as
accompanying a group of veterans on a fishing trip to be their 'gillie' and personal assistant on that trip.
I have made the initial contact at Livermore VA Nursing unit and their seems to be an interest, but I cannot do
it alone.
I'd bet we can get funding help from the FFF, NCCFFF, the Elks Lodge, Kiwanis, VFW, and other service
organizations, all we need to do is give a little of our own time to those who have given so much for us.
If interested please contact me, Thanks Ken Brunskill Email:steamntrout@comcast.net, Phone:
510.793.7913

Editorial
The ISE show has come and gone from San Mateo. I noticed that this year’s show was smaller than previous
shows. The fly fishing area was much bigger this year. The Western Outdoor Youth Fair was in the main hall
which had more exposure than other years. I was in charge of the fly fishing game for kids again and I was
asked by Bill Karr ( Western Outdoor News Editor) to provide some fly tying for the youth area. Our club was
well represented with our members volunteering to help me man the booth. We taught the kids how to cast a
fly rod to catch a plastic fish and also taught them how to tie some flies. I’d like to thank everyone who help
me man the fly fishing area for the youth fair. I believe all the kids had a great time. Many of the children got
back into line to wait for their turn again.
The next project the club is involved in is the “Trout in the Classroom”(TIC). This is a program that fly
fishing clubs, DFG, school teachers and Eastbay Regional Parks get together to provide aquariums, supply
fertilized fish eggs and education so children can watch rainbow trout eggs grow into little baby fish or fry. If
you want more information about TIC, ask any of the retired members in this club.
Malcolm Dunn, Editor
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2010 NCCFFF Fly Fishing Hall of Fame
Honoring

Mike Michalak
Saturday, March 20th, 2010
Napa Senior Activity Center, 1500 Jefferson St., Napa California
Social hour, silent auctions starting at 5PM – Dinner at 7PM – Followed by live auction
Online Reservations at our secure website: NCCFFF.org Hall of Fame
or
Guest Names (with same address)
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone number

E-mail address
Amount Enclosed

Registration: # of guests ___ x $60.00

$

Please accept my contribution for conservation and education grants. $
Bucket Raffle Tickets: 25 tickets for $20.00 or 75 tickets for $50.00

□

Check enclosed or

Card Number

□

Charge to VISA or MasterCard

$__________
Total

$

Expiration Date

Phone Number ________________________________
Signature
Make checks payable to NCCFFF.
Your reservation / auction number will be issued at the door, the night of the event.

Registration forms and payment must be received by March 5, 2010 to reserve your space.

Send reservation form to: NCCFFF Hall of Fame Reservation
PO Box 7480
Fremont, CA 94537
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MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS

Preliminary 2010 FISHOUT LIST
DATE

LOCATION

TYPE OF FISH

FISHMASTER

Jan
Feb
March 6 or 13

Kelsey Ranch

Bass and Panfish

Craig Gittings
490-2901

March 14th

Lower Owens Float

Trout

Jeff Lorelli

Sierra Drifters Guide
Service - $395 per boat for 2
anglers

April
May 15th

Kistler Ranch

Bass and Panfish

Craig Gittings

Saturday fishout and BBQ

May

Burney Area

Trout

Wayne Culp

Weekday fishout

May/June

Yuba or American River

Shad

Jack Davis

Float Trip with Al Smatsky
Excellent Adventures

June

Davis Lake

Trout

Mitch Matsumoto

June

Sawmill Lake

Trophy Trout

Craig Gittings

8 angler max; if more interest
we can add a weekday fishout

Manzanita Lake

Trout

Mark Kaharick

Potluck BBQ

American River

Shad

Ken Brunskill

Day trip

Santa Cruz

Surf Perch

Craig Gittings

Leave Fremont at O’Dark 30

Sept

Toulumne Meadows

Trout

Wayne Culp

Camp Out

Sept

Californian Stillwater Ramble

Trout

Ken Brunskill

Central Sierra stillwaters
Combined with Clark’s Fork
fishout

Sept 11-12

Clark’s Fork

Trout

Bill Peakes

Potluck BBQ

Oct
Oct

Eagle Lake

Trout

Mitch Matsumoto

Oct 15-17

Eastern Sierra

Trout

Jeff Lorelli

June

June
June - July

COMMENTS

The above fishout calendar is tentative and subject to change. Always contact the fishmaster the week of the fishout to be
notified of changes due to weather and unforeseen circumstances. Also check the newsletter for detailed information on
fishing tackle, flies, directions and accommodations, as recommended by the fishmaster.
Note that only the fishouts shown in BOLD on this calendar are actually confirmed at this time; all others are
tentative. The actual dates of wintertime fishouts are highly dependent upon the weather conditions and will be
confirmed by the fishmaster the week of the fishout.
Your ideas for fishout locations are always welcomed by the club. Phone Jeff Lorelli @ 510-505-0136 to volunteer as a
fishmaster. The qualifications for a fishmaster are that you have a place in mind, know how to get there, and would
welcome some fishing companions. That is it, so sign up now!
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Day on the Stanislaus River

Rich Lob caught this steelhead on the Trinity River
Hi Everyone, just an update of a recent fly fishing trip. I
was invited at the last moment to fish the Lower Section
of The Stanislaus River. Mark Cottrell from Sonora was
my guide for the day. We launched at Knights Ferry and
floated the river for about five miles. Our takeout was at
Horseshoe Bar. The air temp was 47 to 50 Deg F.
Toward the end of the day it started to rain. This is one of
those rivers that no one fishes. The property along the river was all private and there were few take outs along the way. We did
see one large beaver right below Lovers Leap. I landed three rainbow trout , a 13, a 14 and a 20 inch and one steelhead. All
were hooked with a size 14 Electric Blue Copper John with rubber legs. I had a great time and would recommend Mark Cottrell
as a fly fishing guide on this river. Mark also guides the upper Stanislaus. The cool thing about this river is that it opened on
Jan 1, 2010 when other trout rivers are closed. Having steelhead in the system is a plus and it is only 50 miles from Tracy and a
one hour drive. Ok it is the 20th of the month and I only have one day on the water. Looks like I need to pick up the pace and fish
more often. I hope you all had a great Holiday Season from Thanksgiving through New Years . Next is The Super Bowl… enjoy it
with family and friends. Thanks, Rich Lob

Frank Rodriguez and Dean Lewis on the Klamath River (notice the rod)
Craig was there but not pictured here
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Annual Mission Peak Fly Anglers Awards &
Officers Installation Dinner
Spin A Yarn Restaurant
45915 Warm Springs Blvd
Fremont, CA
510-656-9141

Saturday, January 30, 2010
5:00pm to 6:00pm No Host Bar &
check raffle items
6:00pm dinner is served

Dinner Selections
Includes California Mixed Green Salad, herbed rice or roasted new potatoes
Fresh Seasonal vegetables, fresh rolls, coffee or iced tea and a glass of table wine
And a choice of the following entrée
London Broil, chicken piccata, grilled salmon
$35.00

Annual MPFA Awards & Installation of Officers Dinner
Turn in reservation form before December 31st for one ticket in the early bird drawing and
If you pay your dues at the same time you will get another early bird ticket.

Member’s Name: _________________________________No. of Dinners: _______X $35..00 =______________
__________London Broil __________Chicken Piccata ___________Grilled Pacific Salmon
Send Checks To: Bill Peakes, 509 Kim Place, Hayward, CA 94544 or call him at 510-783-2297

Please make all Checks Payable to: Mission Peak Fly Anglers
Please include a stamped self addressed envelope for return of your dinner tickets
Please send all forms with checks to Bill Peakes, 509 Kim Place, Hayward, CA 94544

Mission peak fly anglers - 2010 dues payment form
Member’s Name __________________________________Spouse’s Name _________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________ Phone:__________________________
FFF Member Number ____________________________
Amount Enclosed $________________

$40.00 per member/family
$35.00 current member of FFF
$20.00 if under 18 or living more than
100 mi radius from Fremont
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