July 2008
Club Meeting
PLACE: Silliman Community Activity Center
6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560
(510) 742-4400
DATE: Wednesday, July 23, 2008
TIME: 6:00 PM
PROGRAM: Casting and Pizza Night (see page 6 for details)

COMING EVENTS
Wed. July 2

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Thur. July 10

FLY TYING 7:00 PM New Time) Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat. July 12

CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

Wed. July 23

CLUB MEETING 6:00 PM (Casting and Pizza Night)
Silliman Community Activity Center, 6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560

Wed. Aug 6

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat. Aug 9

CLUB ANNUAL PICNIC– 11:00am NILES COMMUNITY PARK
(3rd St. and H St. Niles District, Fremont)

Thur. Aug 14

FLY TYING 7:00 PM New Time) Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Wed. Aug 27

CLUB MEETING 7:00 PM
Silliman Community Activity Center, 6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560
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MAINSTREAM is the monthly newsletter of the Mission Peak Fly Anglers’, P.O. Box 7263, Fremont California. 94537
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2008 OFFICERS
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Craig Gittings
Wayne Culp
Dean Lewis

Bill Peakes
Past President

Board Member Douglas Fear
Board Member Harold Whitmore
Board Member Lyndin Nickson
Board Member Ray Gauthier
Malcolm Dunn

1/2010
1/2010
1/2009
1/2009

Chairpersons
Annual Dinner Malcolm Dunn

Conservation

Larry Dennis

Distribution
Malcolm Dunn
FFF Rep.
Gene Kaczmarek
Fly Casting
Jerry Reynolds
Fund Raising Steve Culp
Historian
Don Lee
Library
Dave Heyes
Programs
Rich Lobrovich
Video Library Ken Brunskill
Web Master
Douglas Fear
Trout in The Classroom Ken Brunskill

Editor
Fish-Outs
Fly Tying
Graphic Design
Hospitality
Picnic
Raffle Chairman
Trout Bum Award

Malcolm Dunn
Jeff Lorelli
August Abellar
Ed Huff
Kay Heyes
Malcolm Dunn
Dave Heyes
Ken Brunskill
Larry Dennis

MPFA Web Site

Fukumoto Award

http://www.missionpeakflyanglers.org/index.shtml

Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not
necessarily represent the opinions or view of Mission Peak Fly Angler’s or its official representatives.
Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and
Mission Peak Fly Anglers.
E-mail address list
The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or wish to have
a copy of the list, send an e-mail to Craig Gittings.

~~~~~ Notice ~~~~~
Members

The Newsletter will be coming out on the 15th of each month. Send your articles or information to
the editor by the 12th of each month.
BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS
Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The club
newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may not think
a trip to Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but remember, many members have never been there and would welcome a
description of how your fishout went And as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure would be most
appreciated. Send articles to the editor
NOTE FROM TREASURER, BILL PEAKES – Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are available from Bill at a
nominal price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when they joined; if not, call Bill Peakes.

Bill Peakes
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The President’s Message
June and the Summer Solstice for that matter are behind us as a reminder that the days are truly getting shorter.
The summer heat slows the fishing with the exception of high Sierra and Baja trips. I find myself lawn casting
before sunrise outside my work place. The air is comfortably cool, but not crisp, in the windless overcast
morning and it won’t take long before the rising sun burns off any hint of remaining marine layer that we
welcome. These are perfect mornings for casting and more importantly day dreaming about upcoming trips to
the mountains for that exchange of a tussle at the end of the line. Douglas firs, sugar pines, willows, dogwood,
wild flowers and granite of sub alpine elevations surround me. My senses are imprinted with sounds of water
moving across the clean, non-silted gravel and through pocket water as it replaces the background noise that
we filter out daily via our coping mechanisms, or is it really that my hearing is noticeably failing? For the
moment I am transported via memories of my past experience, my better half refers to this as non-productive
daydreaming. In reality though it will be that less than perfect presentation out of our excitement as we throw
our caution to the wind that results either in putting the fish down or triggers a response from an unsuspecting
feeding trout. Time removes all of the inconveniences of mosquitoes, aching muscles and blisters and the hard,
uncomfortable sleeping quarters upon the ground. The shortened evenings due to lack of powered light above
tree line where campfires are banned and a chill in the evening air hastens us off to an early slumber. All are
reminders that I am either too old for this or have become soft. Ah yes, focus on the positive aspects of the
experience. Perhaps a cot is in order before my next camping trip.

But now for the reality- clear skies surrendered to a smoke particulate filled haze early this summer and it does
not bode well for the rest of the fire season either. Billowing clouds of smoke from early big fires could be
seen daily from my vantage point at work; Southeast to the Morgan Hill-Watsonville area, South of Los Gatos
and even up over on the other side of the bay above Stevens Creek Road. This does not include the thousand
plus fires caused by dry lightning strikes in late June. On our ride back from a Truckee trip the following
day of those lightning strikes found us driving by fires near Foresthill and Blue Canyon on both sides of
Interstate 80 and later we avoided traffic from a fire around Vacaville if we had not been alerted of the low
visibility issues by my wife who just had to driven through that mess. The state has depleted its fire
suppression budget five times over for the last fiscal year, which just ended. In just a couple of weeks 1,780
fires have scorched more than 614,000 acres in the state as of this writing. Efforts are still focused on over 300
active fires battled by about 20,000 federal, state and local firefighters using more than 1,400 engines and 97
helicopters according to reports. This does not include the National Guard units activated in July solely to help
out. It sure looks be a long hot and smoky summer.

Closer to home we have casting night this month, so the gathering on the lawn near the parking lot of the
Silliman Center will start early in order that we can hit the Round Table Pizza on Thornton Avenue in Newark.
The club normally picks up the non-alcoholic beverages, but you will have to order your own pizza. Call ahead
and mention the club and possibly Rich Lobrovich’s name for a discount. So bring your favorite rod to cast or
share with others. A winning ticket will be picked for the Ross reel as well from those that bought raffle tickets
for it and there is a TFO rod to try out that we will start selling raffle tickets for as well. Hope that you all can
make it.

President
Craig Gittings
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Mission Peak Fly Anglers, Official Minutes of July 2, 2008
President Craig Gittings brought the meeting to order at 6:58pm. Present were V.P. Wayne Culp, Treasurer Bill Peakes,
Secretary Dean Lewis, Board Members Ray Gauthier, Doug Fear, and Harold Whitmore, and Fund Raising Chairman
Stephen Culp.
Old Business:
Treasurer Audit: Stephen Culp reported that he had been looking into filing for tax exempt. Dean Lewis also came
to the meeting with forms for filing. The club needs to file a 990R with the Feds for non-profit plus a 1023-Non Profit,
Tax Exempt form. Stephen was going to follow up on the filings.
New Businesss:
Treasures Report: We are solvent.

Programs: July is Casting and Pizza night. Chuck Robbins will be present for casting instruction Arrive early –
around 6:30. We tentatively have Mark Won scheduled for August on surf perch.

·

Fly Tying: Larry Dennis will be tying a couple of flies for us.

·
Club BBQ: The annual BBQ will be held at Niles Community Park in Niles District at 3rd and "H" Streets in
Fremont on August 9, 2008. There is a nice parking lot with a short walk to the tables. There is a BBQ grill and two
tables at the far end of the parking lot. We need to bring more tables and shade. Fremont does not take reservations so
Ken Brunskill previously volunteered to go to the park early and hold the tables for us. Dean and Craig will bring
several folding tables for food serving and other uses.
·

Art Work: Ed Huff’s artwork on the Lifecycle of Trout is being considered by DFG for reproduction..

Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm
Dean Lewis, Secretary.

EDITORIAL
Hi Flyfishers,
Last month I went shad fishing on the American River and I brought my kick boat but I forgot my heavy
anchor. I had my anchor rope and net type gear bag and no anchor. So using fly fisherman’s ingenuity I put two and
two together. I needed fifteen pounds of weight to hold my kick boat against the current. I looked around and found
myself standing on lots of rocks. So I proceeded to fill my gear bag with the rocks. I now have a fifteen plus pound
anchor. It works great. When I was done fishing I opened the bag and dumped the rocks back on to the bank. It was
amazing how easy it was to carry the kick boat back up to the parking lot. The type of bag for future use is the mesh
net kind that is used for onions or some type of produce.
Until next month, good fishing!
Malcolm Dunn, MPFA Editor
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RECIPES
BBQ RIBS by Malcolm
Ingredients: Rack of spare ribs or more
Dry rub of your choice (Kansas City style, Cajun, etc)
KC Masterpiece BBQ sauce
Aluminum foil, hickory chips (soaked in water for half hour)
Procedure: Remove membrane from bone side of ribs. Sprinkle dry rub on both sides of ribs and let stand for
at least two hours or overnight. Start charcoal in BBQ and let it burn until ash is gray in color. Spread charcoal
out until one half of Bar B is hot and the other half is cool.
Place ribs on grill and sear to golden brown on both sides of meat. Remove from heat when browned.
Cover grill with foil and punch holes in foil to allow smoke from chips to come through.
Place meat back on foil covered grill, add wood chips, adjust dampers to reduce heat and cook for at least one
hour or more. The temperature of the meat at the thickest part should be 160 to 170 degrees F. Turn meat over
as necessary to keep from burning.
Brush sauce on after meat is cooked. Cut into eating size and serve.
Club Picnic
Niles Community Park
3rd Street and H Street in the Niles District of Fremont
Saturday, August 9, 2008 at 11:00am at picnic site at far end of parking lot.
Bill Peakes is requesting all members planning to attend to PLEASE MAIL YOUR RESERVATION
FORM AND PAYMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. (July 31, 2008)
The cost is $5 per person over the age of 12. Kids 12 and under are free. The Club will provide the drinks and
main course (chicken, ribs, etc.). Otherwise, you will need to bring an appetizer, salad or dessert for ten, please see
below.
Last names beginning:
A to J bring a dessert (YUMMIE!)
K to O bring an appetizer ( use your imagination!)
P to Z bring a salad (potato, macaroni, green leaf with dressing, or your favorite)

Name:

$ Amount:

Number:

.

.
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Monthly Programs
July 23,2008 Casting night with Chuck Robbins from Tracy.
Meet at Silliman Grass Area at 6PM.
Dinner to follow at Round Table Pizza at 7:30PM
5544 Thornton Ave Newark 510-796-4040.
The reservation is in Rich Lobrovich / Mission Peak Fly Anglers.
Please order your pizza 24 hours in advance, if we order 4 large Pizza's then we get a 20% off

.

Rich Lobrovich
MPFA Program Chairman

DATE

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE

July 23, 2008

Chuck Robbins

Chuck Robbins

Aug 27, 2008

Mark Won

Mark Won

Sept 24, 2008

Diana Brumbaugh

Diana Brumbaugh

Oct 22, 2008

Ron Rabun

Ron Rabun

Nov 19, 2008

Bill Peakes ( one week early)

Bill Peakes ( one week early)

Dec 24, 2008

No Meeting

No Meeting

CASTING AND PIZZA NIGHT
Wow we have a great event planned for the July 2008 Mission Peak Fly Anglers monthly meeting. Casting and
Pizza Night!
Our guest caster this year will be Chuck Robbins from the Tracy Fly Fishers. Chuck is a Certified Casting Instructor
with The FFF for over 10 years. Chuck is one of 15 Original Founding members of the Tracy Fly Fishers. I have
know Chuck for the last 10 years and have taught Intro to Fly Fishing along with Chuck during a few schools.
Chuck will be on hand to discuss the many techniques of Fly Casting and to help you work out some problem
areas that you may not be aware of.
The night starts out at 6PM at the Silliman Center Grass area.
Location is 6800 Mowry Ave Newark Ca.
Then at 7:30PM we will meet at Round Table Pizza 5544 Thornton Ave, Newark Ca. 510-796-4040. I have the
back room reserved under Rich Lobrovich/Mission Peak FLy Anglers.
We need to order 4 large Pizza's 24 hours in advance to get a 20% discount. Large Pizza look like about $20.00.
If you have any questions please contact me. Thanks Rich Lobrovich.
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FISHOUT REPORT
Logging & Trout Streams Like oil and water
–

By Jeff Lorelli

I recently had a fishing day on my hands after my shad trip got cancelled, so never to pass up an opportunity, I
headed up to one of my favorite Stanislaus tributaries, Beaver Creek. The last time I fished it was about 7 years
ago but the memories were still vivid in my mind. I can still see those beautiful wild par-marked rainbows and
blaze orange-bellied brookies that I caught, some of respectable size. The fish were not very selective, and at
times it was like a circus – competing fish going after your fly, fish leaping out of the water at your back cast; I
remember saying “just relax fish, you’ll get your turn.” Nearly every pool produced a rise. I knew exactly
where I would fish, an area downstream of the Louisiana Pacific campground. As I drove past the Stanislaus
where the road turned to dirt, I saw the first ominous sign: “Absolutely no overnight camping or camp fires”.
Seemed a little odd, I thought, especially since the signs were posted every 100 ft or so. I noticed increased logging
activity everywhere; clear cut patches interspersed with juvenile trees. When I got to the creek, no one was there,
the campground was deserted and the pit toilet was in disrepair. For several years this was my favorite
campground that I took my Dad, but those were just memories now. Well, maybe the fish are still there I thought,
so I headed down what started to be a familiar road next to the creek. Soon, I found myself in a maze of newlycut logging roads and ended up over the next ridge away from the creek. I finally got my bearings back and
backtracked my way back to the creek.
Well, after 2 hours of pounding the water with nearly every fly that used to work, I finally got a rise of a small
(3” fish) – I don’t even know if it was a trout. I started to look for signs of life and saw very little. There used to
be a very prolific black and slate grey caddis hatch along this stretch of the creek but the only bugs active were
some skeeters. A cobbly, gravel bottom was replaced with silt and sand every where. Checking out rocks found
very few cased caddis and a few rock worms, but the stoneflies which were common in the stream were nowhere
to be found. Fingers of mud and run-off were everywhere in stretches. I covered a couple miles and still no signs
of fish.
As I walked up toward the truck my disappointment was replaced with anger. Those bastards. This is National
Forest Public Land – my land. What ever happened to stewardship of our watersheds? On my way home I
passed the Stanislaus National Forest sign: “Land of many uses”. After seeing the destruction along that stretch
of Beaver Creek, I think the sign needs to be changed to “Land of many Abuses.”

Annual Trout Bum award
Starts Jan 1st, 2008
Awarded by MPFA Board of Directors at December board meeting
Requirements:
Candidates must:
Have fished 10 or more waters during the calendar year no private pay to play waters
(

)

Waters may be tributaries of any river or lakes domestic or international
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MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS

2008 FISHOUT LIST
DATE

LOCATION

TYPE OF FISH

FISHMASTER

COMMENTS

June 21

American River

Shad

Ken Brunskill

Day Trip

June 21 -22

Manzanita Lake

Trout

Mark Kaharick

Potluck BBQ

Mulege Baja Mexico

Dorado, Roosters, etc....

Craig Gittings

No Spots Left

Russian River

Smallmouth Bass

Calvin Chin

Meet at McDonalds at central
Healdsburg exit

Alaska Kenai Peninsula

Trout, Salmon, Grayling

Craig Gittings

Sept 13-14

Clark’s Fork

Trout

Bill Peakes

Potluck BBQ

Sept 26-28

McCloud River and Reservoir

Trout

Craig Gittings

Camp at Ash Camp or B&B in
town of McCloud.

Oct 3-5

Eastern Sierra

Trout

Jeff Lorelli

June Lake Loop Area

Oct 11

Lake Alpine

Trout

August Abellar

Contact August regarding overnight accommodations

Nov

Trinity River

Steelhead

Nov

American River

Steelhead

Nov

Feather River

Steelhead

July 27-Aug 3

Aug 24

Aug 22-31

The above fishout calendar is tentative and subject to change. Always contact the fishmaster the week of the
fishout to be notified of changes due to weather and unforeseen circumstances. Also check the newsletter for
detailed information on fishing tackle, flies, directions and accommodations, as recommended by the fishmaster.
Note that only the fishouts shown in BOLD on this calendar are actually confirmed at this time; all others are
tentative.
The actual dates of wintertime fishouts are highly dependent upon the weather conditions and will be confirmed
by the fishmaster the week of the fishout.
Your ideas for fishout locations are always welcomed by the club. Phone Jeff Lorelli to volunteer as a
fishmaster. The qualifications for a fishmaster are that you have a place in mind, know how to get there, and
would welcome some fishing companions. That is it, so sign up now!
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2008 Events
DATE

LOCATION

TYPE OF EVENT

CONTACT

COMMENTS

July 2

Fremont Adult School Rm N-9

Board Meeting

Craig Gittings

7:00 pm

July 10

Fremont Adult School Rm N-9

Fly Tying

August Abellar

7:00 pm (New Hours )

July 12

Denny’s in Hayward

Club Breakfast

Bill Peakes

9:00 am

July 23

Silliman Community Activity Center

Monthly Club Meeting

Craig Gittings

7:00 pm

Aug 6

Fremont Adult School Rm N-9

Board Meeting

Craig Gittings

7:00 pm

Aug. 9

Niles Community Park

Annual Picnic

Malcolm Dunn

11:00am

Aug. 14

Fremont Adult School Rm N-6

Fly Tying

August Abellar

7:00 pm (New Hours )

Aug. 27

Silliman Community Activity Center

Monthly Club Meeting

Craig Gittings

7:00 pm

Sept 3

Fremont Adult School Rm N-9

Board Meeting

Craig Gittings

7:00 pm

Sept 11

Fremont Adult School Rm N-9

Fly Tying

August Abellar

7:00 pm (New Hours )

Sept 13

Denny’s in Hayward

Club Breakfast

Bill Peakes

9:00 am

Sept 24

Silliman Community Activity Center

Monthly Club Meeting

Craig Gittings

7:00 pm

FLY OF THE MONTH
PEARLY PHEASANT
This fly, originally from the UK and very popular there, is nothing more than a variation of our Pheasant Tail
Nymph. You can tie this fly by the handfuls, so if you have a tendency to catch more trees, bushes or rocks on
the bottom than fish – no problem.
Hook: Standard Nymph Hook 2X, size 18 to 10
Thread: Black or Dark Brown 8/0 Tail &
Body: 6-8 Pheasant Fibers Thorax: Pearl
Mylar, Flashabou or Krystal Flash

CADDIS PUPA
Hook: Standard scud hook size 18 12
–

Thread: 8/0 Black or Dark Brown or Power Silk-X in Black
Body & Wing Case: Nymph Skin in Natural, Caddis Green or Translucent
Legs: Hungarian Partridge Feather
Thorax: Fine black dubbing
Pantone Pen or Sharpie Marker in Brown to enhance segmentation
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Conservation News
Larry Dennis, July 2008
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker penned these seven principles that all outdoorsmen should abide by. They are as true today as they were in
1950.
1.Game law violators are thieves – treat them accordingly.
2.Teach beginners their obligations as well as their pleasures afield.
3.Spend as much time improving habitat as you do harvesting fish and game.
4.Do your part to broaden farmer-sportsman co-operation.
5.

Be an active member of a constructive sportsmen’s club.

6.Demand sound conservation legislation.
7.Let maximum sport, rather than the kill, be your guide in outfitting yourself.
U.S. proposes to put smelt on endangered list
Steve Rubenstein, Staff Writer

San Francisco Chronicle- 7/10/08

The delta smelt, a tiny but important fish in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, could officially become "endangered" under a
proposal announced Wednesday by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Smelt are an indicator of the delta's health, and nearly 750,000 acres of farmland and 25 million people from the Bay Area to Central
and Southern California rely on water from the delta. The smelt population has plummeted with the decline of the delta's health, and
in 1993 it was listed as threatened. "There's a lot of fighting going on over this species," acknowledged Al Donner, a spokesman for
the service. "It's often viewed as the signature species with regard to the condition of the delta."
The wildlife service is asking scientists to submit information about the smelt during the next 60 days. A decision to upgrade the status
to "endangered" could come early next year.
The smelt, once ubiquitous in delta waters, is now close to extinction and could disappear entirely within two years. The debate over
its status follows a federal court order last year to reduce delta pumping and to study the inadvertent killing of smelt at two giant
pumping stations near Tracy, where fresh delta water is diverted throughout California.
The wildlife service maintains that changing the official status of the fish will make "very little difference" on regulations, as the fish is
officially protected whether it is threatened or endangered. But environmental groups hailed the decision to consider action as an
important step in the water battle.
"The condition of this species is really, really dire," said Tina Swanson, executive director of the Bay Institute, the Novato
environmental group that monitors San Francisco Bay. "Its precipitous decline is a clear indication that we have a serious problem in
the delta." Swanson was one of the authors of a federal petition that prompted the wildlife service to consider changing the status of
the fish. "Diverting water is not without consequences," she said. "The delta smelt is one of the indicators telling us we have overdone
it. Perhaps the change in status will underscore the urgency of the crisis."
But the Coalition for a Sustainable Delta, a group that supports continued diversion of delta water, maintains that restricting the
pumping to protect the smelt could cost nearly $500 million a year in agricultural losses along with water shortages for the public.
Coalition spokesman Michael Boccadoro said it was "erroneous" to blame delta water diversion as the sole cause of the smelt's
decline and that pollution, sewage and storm runoff also were responsible.
In addition to considering the smelt's status change, the wildlife service is also crafting a new "biological opinion" about the operation
of the water pumps after a judge in Fresno agreed with environmentalists' challenges that the existing pumping plans were
inadequate. The opinion, expected to be issued in September, would serve as the basis for the pumps' continued operation.
The condition of the delta, once a rich, biologically diverse refuge of fish and wildlife, is regarded by many environmentalists as dire.
Some say it is no longer a true delta but a maze of man-made islands bordered by stagnant sloughs and buttressed by fragile levees
that will disappear in the next big earthquake.
"Endangered" is the official term for a species in danger of extinction. "Threatened" means a species ely to become endangered. The
delta smelt - a 2-inch-long fish that smells like cucumbers - was once the most plentiful fish in the delta.
Other delta species have been classified as endangered, including the coho salmon and the winter-run chinook salmon. The
steelhead, the green sturgeon and the spring-run chinook salmon are classified as threatened.
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/07/09/MN3B11MB2U.DTL
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Smallmouth Bass fishout
Join us on the Russian River for Small Mouth bass fishing at its finest.
When: August 24, 2008
Where: Russian River Northeast of Healdsburg ,W. Soda Rock Ln.,off of Alexander Valley Road
Meet at10:00am at McDonalds, 110 Healdsburg Ave. (exit 101 at central Healdsburg exit)
Rod: 5-7 wt floating or sink tip line
Flies: Woolly Buggers, Streamers, Crawdads, Clouser Crayfish
Calvin Chin
Fishmaster
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