November 2010 Club Meeting
PLACE: Silliman Community Activity Center
6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560
510- 742-4400
DATE: Wednesday, November 17, 2010 (Note day and date)TIME: 6:30pm ( Note new
time )

COMING EVENTS
Wed. Nov 3

Fly Fishing Volunteers – VA Hospital, Livermore, 10am to 11:30am

Wed. Nov 3

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM Fremont Adult School, Room N-9

Fri. Nov 5

Fly Fishing Volunteers – VA Hospital, Menlo Park, 10am to 11:30am

Sat. Nov 6

Striperfest 2010, Sugar Barge Resort, Bethel Island. (see DanBlanton.com)

Wed. Nov 10

Fly Tying 7:00 PM Fremont Adult School, Room N-9

Sat. Nov 13

CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

Wed. Nov 17

Fly Fishing Volunteers – VA Hospital, Livermore, 10am to 11:30am

Wed. Nov 17

Club Meeting -- Silliman Community Activity Center, 6:30pm

Wed. Dec 1

-

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM Fremont Adult School, Room N-9

Fri. Dec 3

Fly Fishing Volunteers– VA Hospital, Menlo Park, 10am to 11:30am

Wed. Dec 8

Fly Tying 7:00 PM Fremont Adult School, Room N-9

Sat. Dec 11

CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

-
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MAINSTREAM is the monthly newsletter of the Mission Peak Fly Anglers’,
P.O. Box 7263, Fremont California. 94537.

2010 OFFICERS
President
Wayne Culp
Vice President Ray Gauthier
Secretary
Dean Lewis
Treasurer
Bill Peakes
Past President Craig Gittings

Board Member Marilu Sawyer
Board Member Frank Rodriguez
Board Member Stephen Culp
Board Member Malcolm Dunn

1/2012
1/2012
2/2011
2/2011

Chairpersons
Annual Dinner
Distribution
FFF Rep.
Fly Casting

Craig Gittings
Malcolm Dunn
Gene Kaczmarek
Ken Brunskill
Malcolm Dunn
Fund Raising Steve Culp
Historian
Don Lee
Library
Dave Heyes
Programs
Craig Gittings
Video Library Pheo Truong
Web Master
Ray Gauthier
TIC *
Ed Huff
* Trout In The Classroom

MPFA Web Site

Conservation
Editor
Fish-Outs
Fly Tying

Larry Dennis
Malcolm Dunn
Jeff Lorelli
Harold Whitmore

Graphic Design
Hospitality
Picnic
Raffle Chairman
Trout Bum Award

Ed Huff
Kay Heyes
Malcolm Dunn
Dave Heyes
Ken Brunskill
Fukumoto Award Harold Whitmore
PHW **
Ken Brunskill
**Project Healing Waters

http://www.missionpeakflyanglers.org/index.shtml

Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not
necessarily represent the opinions or view of Mission Peak Fly Angler’s or its official representatives.
Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and
Mission Peak Fly Anglers.
E-mail address list
The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or wish to
have a copy of the list, send an e-mail to Craig Gittings.

Notice
Members

The Newsletter will be coming out on the 15th of each month. Send your articles or information to the editor
by the 12th of each month.
BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS
Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The
club newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may
not think a trip to Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but remember, many members have never been there and
would welcome a description of how your fishout went And as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure
would be most appreciated. Send articles to the editor
NOTE FROM TREASURER, BILL PEAKES – Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are available from Bill
at a nominal price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when they joined; if not, call Bill Peakes.

Bill Peakes

2

The President’s Message
This month’s message will be a re-hash of a previous article. This is about attention to detail.
I have again not adhered to my own practice. I have now lost 3 hooked Marlins in the last two
years. Although I always check and recheck my knots something comes undone. This last trip
to Cabo San Lucas found me disconnected to “could have” trophies. When trying to hook a
Marlin there are a couple of things that must go right. Usually the captain will string a
caballito or similar 10” to 12” bait on a line to tease a cruising Marlin close to the boat. The
plan is to cast a large fly as the teaser is pulled in. While this last week on two separate
occasions, I broke off my leader at the fly line, “BAD KNOTS”. I vow to not let this happen
again. The lesson learned is to double and triple check your knots.
Although I was successful in hooking Dorado and Tuna, I am still looking to land my first
Marlin on a fly under IGFA rules. Don’t get me wrong it was a good trip but so much better
if I had hooked that Marlin.
Wayne’s Wanderings

* * * * * * Video

Library * * * * * * *

MPFA Maintains a 200+ library for the benefit of its members and we need the help
of every member to keep it available to the entire membership.
We ask that you check out a video (Honor system) and return it within 2-3 months,
nd
After the 2 month the librarian will send the borrower an email or note reminding them
that there is a video(s) checked out in their name.
rd
After the 3 month the librarian and/or the secretary will send a note asking for the video
or $40 to cover the purchase of its replacement. Thanks
Your Video Librarian
Pheo Truong
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Mission Peak Fly Anglers Board Meeting – November 2, 2010
Vice President Ray Gauthier brought the meeting to order at 7:12 pm. Present were Secretary Dean Lewis, Treasurer Bill
Peakes, past President Craig Gittings, Board Members: Malcolm Dunn, Frank Rodriguez, Marilu Sawyer and Stephen Culp.
Also present were Carrie Payne, Ken Brunskill, Ed Huff, Gene Kaczmarek and Larry Dennis. President Wayne Culp was
out of town.
Old Business:



Elections: Malcolm reported that Pheo Truong had decided that he couldn’t run for a position on the Board and has dropped
out. Malcolm indicated a willingness to run again, so the Board accepted him as a replacement on the ballot (November 17
election).



Committee Chairs: Craig has indicated that he wishes to step down as program chair and is willing to work with his
replacement. Also, we are looking for someone to replace Don Lee as our historian.



Installation Dinner: The dinner will be held again this year at the “Spin-a-Yarn” on Saturday, January 29, 2011. Price will
be the same. If we are guaranteeing 76 people, so we can have the whole dinning room instead of sharing it with others like
last year. Please sign up early. Bring your friends.



Lost CamCorder: Several months ago, Harold Whitmore loaned out a JVC EVGLDB 8mm Camcorder to someone at a fly
tying night. He can’t remember who and would like it returned.

New Business:



Treasure’s Report: Bill gave a report of our current financial situation. The number was close to that reported at the last
regular meeting.



Project Healing Waters: This topic took up the majority of the meeting. There have been a number of unfortunate issues
with PHWFF and it all came together in a letter from PHWFF, to the club, that was very critical of our operation and was all
about how we were not following THEIR procedures and there was nothing about how we have been doing an outstanding
job helping the Vets. After a long discussion. regarding the events leading up to the letter, Dean moved and Malcolm
seconded that the club withdraw from PHWFF. The Board voted unanimously to do so and to send a letter to PHWFF
which the entire Board signed. Our volunteers will continue to work with the Vets as they have been doing, but they will not
do it under the umbrella of PHWFF. The President and Chairman of FFF is also very upset by the letter and he may take
some steps up and resulting in FFF leaving PHWFF. It is a sad situation.



Trout in the Classroom: Ed Huff gave us an update on developments with the Power Point presentation he has spent
considerable time illustrating and developing with input from the rest of the TIC volunteers. Fish and Game wants to
distribute copies, some school support outfit in Bakersfield wants to produce 8.000 copies for all the schools in the Central
Valley. Also, Northern California Council of FFF wants to put it on their web site, charge a fee for down loading it and split
the charge with our club. Dean moved and Malcolm seconded that we send a letter to NCCFFF advising them that they can
put it on their web site, but they have to understand that they will have “a non exclusive agreement” and that we will still be
able to give it away or sell it ourselves. Motion passed. Ed also asked if he could use the club logo on the “anatomy of a
trout” drawings he has prepared. Malcolm moved and Frank seconded he be allowed to do this. Motion passed.

Frank moved, Bill seconded that we adjourn. Motion passed and we adjourned at 8:35pm
Respectively submitted:
Dean Lewis, Secretary.
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Conservation News
By Larry Dennis, November 2010
Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish and he will eat for a lifetime.
Teach a man to create an artificial shortage of fish and he will eat steak. - Jay Leno

Pescadero fish die-off spurs lawsuit threat
Santa Cruz Sentinel-11/8/10
By Julia Scott
Locals have spent every winter for the past 15 years watching silvery steelhead trout die in Pescadero Marsh. Now they are tired of waiting
for state officials to step in and are preparing for a major fight -- in court.
"We're now 15 years in and the problem is still unsolved. When the system is in utter collapse, you don't study that. You take action," said
Ronda Azevado Lucas, an attorney representing a group of Pescadero anglers and concerned citizens who are about to file a lawsuit accusing
state resources agencies of abdicating their responsibility to protect sensitive fish and amphibians under the California Endangered Species
Act.
The group recently launched a nonprofit, the Coastal Alliance for Species Enhancement, to raise money to fix Pescadero Marsh. Recently, it
notified California State Parks, California Department of Fish and Game and the California Natural Resources Agency to expect a lawsuit
over their "complacency" in the face of evidence that man-made changes to the marsh have resulted in the annual fish kills.
An unknown number of juvenile steelhead suffocate each year in the brackish waters of the marsh when rains force open the sandbar at the
mouth of the lagoon and the ocean flows in like a fire hose, mixing layers of freshwater and saltwater. Scientists believe this mixing stirs up
toxic hydrogen sulfide and robs the water of oxygen the fish require to breathe.
Time is of the essence for one of the last steelhead runs in San Mateo and Santa Cruz counties. The marsh also hosts the largest population of
threatened California red-legged frogs in the state, and the Pescadero group asserts that increasing salinity levels have substantially hurt the
frog population as well as the endangered San Francisco garter snake and the tidewater goby.
The endangered Central Coast Coho Salmon disappeared from Pescadero and Butano creeks a few years ago, which feed into the marsh.
"The frogs, the snakes and gobies -- they'll come back. But once the fish are gone, they won't come back. They're extinct," said Steve
Simms, a local fisher and a driving force behind the lawsuit.
Everyone acknowledges something went wrong in the 1990s, when State Parks, which owns the marsh, re-engineered the water flow with
levees, culverts and water gates. Many of these fixes quickly became defective but were left in place.
Juvenile steelhead grow up feeding in the marsh estuary before going out to sea when the sandbar breaks. Most seasonal lagoons have broken
open by now, but this sandbar forms in the fall and remains unbroken until winter. Aquatic plants begin to decompose, which affects
dissolved oxygen levels in the water. In 1995, locals witnessed the first steelhead die-off.
This lawsuit will attempt to tie the actions 15 years ago to the California Endangered Species Act. It focuses on the Coho salmon and the San
Francisco garter snake, since they are state-protected species.
Lucas, the lawyer for the group, said state agencies have the power to enforce the Endangered Species Act.
"I really think this is about trying to let a sister agency off the hook. If it were a private citizen who owned this marsh, someone would very
likely be in jail or definitely facing a cease-and-desist order," Lucas said.
Internal correspondence obtained by the legal team through the Freedom of Information Act shows that the Fish and Wildlife Service,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and Department of Fish and Game officials agree that they would like to restore
Pescadero Marsh to a freshwater lagoon system, but they are stymied by a difference of opinion with State Parks.
"We want to make sure our agencies are on the same page. They're welcome from my perspective to propose something. I'd love to hear a
proposal from them," said Krissy Atkinson, an environmental scientist with Fish and Game.
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/ci_16552945?IADID=Search-www.santacruzsentinel.com-www.santacruzsentinel.com
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Annual Trout Bum Award
Starts Jan 1, 2010
Awarded by MPFA Board of Directors at December board meeting
Requirements: AMPLIFICATION
Candidates must:
Have fished 10 or more waters during the calendar year (no private pay to play waters) This means that the general public have unrestricted access at all times, without any special fees to the waters fished
Waters may be tributaries of any river or lakes domestic or international
Meaning any named stream, river, or
section of river (As in Upper Sacramento R. or Lower Sacramento R. - would be two waters) in any country.
.

Used fly fishing tackle only Simply that!
Have fished for trout (This is a Trout Bum Award ) Simply that!
The award generally will go to the person who fly fished for trout in the most public waters
Have reported to the club and shown photos to the club at a regular meeting
Reporting means informing the membership-simple as that - Does not mean that the person must give a slide show presentation, just tell the club where you fished, how you did, what you used - show some pictures.
The purpose of the award is to encourage members to explore, fish as many new waters as they can, tell the membership
about the experience there-fore encouraging others to do likewise.
Chairperson: Ken Brunskill

Fly Fishing Program for Vets.............. Attention Mission Peak Members.................. Fly Fishing Program for Vets

Who would like to join us and be part of helping our veterans through this worthwhile program?
What you might ask is involved? It can be as little as a group of us going out to Livermore and and/or Menlo
Park once a month to teach fly casting and fly tying to our wounded veterans. It could go as far as
accompanying a group of veterans on a fishing trip to be their 'gillie' and personal assistant on that trip.
I have made the initial contact at Livermore VA Nursing unit and there seems to be an interest, but I cannot
do it alone.
I'd bet we can get funding help from the FFF, NCCFFF, the Elks Lodge, Kiwanis, VFW, and other service
organizations, all we need to do is give a little of our own time to those who have given so much for us.
If interested please contact me, Thanks.
Ken Brunskill

Editorial
On Saturday, November 6, I attended the “Striperfest” at the Sugar Barge Resort on Bethel Island in the delta.
This year the proceeds went for legal fees to help preserve the striped bass as a game fish. Steve Potter, one of
the best deer hair fly tier in this area, had donated some deer hair bass bugs. The person who won the raffle for
these flies was a professional photographer. He had taken some beautiful shots of these flies. Go to the Dan
Blanton bulletin board to see the pictures. (www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php) Follow the “Steve Potter flies
from the raffle” thread. Also on the same thread there is a picture of a simple lightbox with instructions on
how to make one for home use if you are into taking pictures of good looking flies.
Remember our November meeting will be on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, the 17th, and it is Election
Night. Come and vote for your choice.
Until next month, Malcolm Dunn, editor
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FLY FISHING AIDS AND REMEDIES
EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION FOR WET FLIE8, PART III OF III
LIMITATIONS: THE UNSEEN FLY
By Calvin Chin
Your greatest weakness or limitation during a wet fly presentation with a dry line lies is the invisibility of the fly
along its course. You have only a general notion of the fly's location, so you must guess how close it is to any fish in
the area, how deep, drag or not, and whether it lines or spooks fish.
In a way, you can compensate and gain some accuracy and/or realize distance by keeping track of the number of
line-pulls from the reel on each cast. Any roll, rise or boil near the leader can thus be registered in your mind as so
many pulls out (distance). Moreover, concentrating on the fly and its surroundings can help to indicate when to
change fly pattern or tippet size, especially when a swirl is seen nearby. A trout might have been attracted to the fly
but refused after closer scrutiny, either seeing it as the fraud it is or the repugnance of the oversize line fastened to
it.
Sometimes, circumstances can signal when to exercise greater powers of observation. For example, one October
afternoon on the Madison River, below its junction, I hooked and released six rainbows in the 18-20 inch size
category in six consecutive casts. This led me to observe more carefully. After several minutes of detailed gazing into
the stream bottom across the way, I made out the form of what appeared to be a ledge 80-90 feet away. For a better
look, I crossed over about 100 feet downstream, climbed the bank, and walked stealthily in the direction of the ledge.
what I saw was actually two large tree trunks lying side by side, parallel to the stream flow. They were surrounded
by a large school of rainbows. It was then that I realized that even with close examination from the opposite side, one
can only see a vague outline of the prolific holding area.
Make use of any bumps you get, for it may be a trout that is not yet prepared to go all out for your fly; also, your
tippet size or fly may need changing. The tail may be a bit too long and nipped inadvertently; the fish is "telling you"
to shorten the tail. Nevertheless, the bump revealed the precise location of the fish on your measuring tape of linepulls.
Most of the time, the trout are smack down on the bottom; getting down there is extremely difficult without lead.
However, since mending helps sink the fly, the formidable back-mend, which is designed to deliver the mended line
portion directly behind the fly and into its same water lane, is most useful for gaining greater depths. Begin by casting
upstream and across, somewhat above the target, with the idea to have the fly eventually sink down to the target's
level. Back-mend a few times or more until you feel that your fly will hit the mark. Now, during this vigorous
mending process, the fly might be disturbed and jerked violently about, but no matter, because the fly has not yet
reached the target. However, just before arrival, not only avoid drag or undue turbulence but continue on smoothly
with your effective presentation. Incidentally, a longer leader, say at least 12 feet, would contribute to increased
depth.
On the reverse side of the presentation coin are many misgivings that tend to spook fish, especially in shallow open
water. Anything trout see that is unnatural to his environment may cause alarm and a sudden dash to safety. Wearing
bright clothes and hat seems innocent enough but is a no-no. Sloppy or noisy wading is also very disturbing to trout
downstream. Indiscriminant casting may line a nearby brown trout. Even the abrupt lifting of the fly line for the next
cast can cause a follow or would-be taker to turn tail. It is necessary to take strict precautions to wade stealthily and
steadily, avoiding sudden and impetuous movements. In the foregoing, it was pointed out that the limitations caused
by the unseen fly created problems for the fisherman and answers must be found. Therefore, it was emphasized that
the would- be successful angler concentrate on the fly, observe its surroundings, and spot tell-tale signs. In addition, it
was desirable to manipulate the fly line to help continue the fly on its normal L-shaped path, to present a drag-free fly
with a broadside view to the fish, and to cover, in an inconspicuous manner, a substantial area of chosen water.
Consequently, it behooves the savvy angler to understand the sightings revealed by observation and concentration and
know when and how to react to them.
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Monthly Programs
DATE
November 17
December 15( 3rd
Wed)

SPEAKER
Tony Bellaver

PROGRAM TITLE
Abasorka-Beartooth Wilderness

Movie

November Program

Tony Bellaver will present a program on the Abasorka-Beartooth Wilderness. Tony is an
avid backpacker in search of isolated areas that just might hold unsuspecting trout. Where
the heck is the Abasorka-Beartooth Wilderness and why would anyone consider it as a
destination trip. First of all it is in close proximity to Yellowstone, just north of the park in
Southern Montana. Tony has a pretty good selection of photos that just might peak your
interest. The November meeting will be on the third Wednesday this month due to conflicts
with the Thanksgiving holiday

Nominees for MPFA Officers and Directors for 2011 President: Dean
Lewis
Vice President: Ed Huff Secretary: Carrie
Payne Treasurer: Bill Peakes
Directors: Stephen Culp Craig Gittings Malcolm Dunn
The above slate of officers and directors was selected by the nomination committee.
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Fly of the Month *

* The “Fly of the Month” doesn’t refer to the fly that will be tied at fly tying night.

(continue on page 10)
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(continue from page 9)
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Annual Mission Peak Fly Anglers Awards &
Officers Installation Dinner
Spin A Yarn Restaurant
45915 Warm Springs Blvd
Fremont, CA
510-656-9141

Saturday, January 29, 2011
5:00pm to 6:00pm No Host Bar &
check raffle items
6:00pm dinner

DiNNER SELEcTioNs
INcLudEs CALifoRNiA MiXEd GREEN SALAd, HERbEd RicE oR RoAsTEd NEw poTAToEs
FREsH SEAsoNAL vEgETAbLEs, fREsH RoLLs, coffEE oR icEd TEA ANd A gLAss of TAbLE wiNE
A N d A c H o i c E o f T H E f o L L o w i N g E N TR é E

LoNdoN BRoiL, cHickEN piccATA, gRiLLEd sALmoN
$35.00

Annual MPFA Awards & Installation of Officers Dinner
Turn in reservation form before December 31st for one ticket in the early bird drawing and
if you pay your dues at the same time you will get another early bird ticket.

Member’s Name: __________________________________ No. of Dinners: _______ X $35..00 = _______
_________ London Broil __________ Chicken Piccata ___________Grilled Pacific Salmon
Send Checks To: Bill Peakes

Please make all Checks Payable to: Mission Peak Fly Anglers
Please send all forms with checks to Bill Peakes.

Mission peak fly anglers - 2010 dues payment form
Member’s Name
Address
Email:
FFF Member Number
Amount Enclosed $

Wife’s Name
Phone:
$40.00 per member/family
$35.00 current member of FFF
$20.00 if under 18 or living more than
100 mi radius from Fremont
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