September 2009
Club Meeting
PLACE:
DATE:
TIME:

Silliman Community Activity Center
6800 Mowry Avenue, Newark CA 94560
510- 742-4400
Wednesday, September 23, 2009
7:00pm

COMING EVENTS
Wed.

Sept 9

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Wed.

Sept 9

FLY TYING - 7:00 PM Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat.

Sept 12

CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

Wed.

Sept 16

Project Healing Waters– VA Hospital, Livermore, 10am to 11:30am

Wed.

Sept 23

CLUB MEETING 7:00pm Silliman Community Activity Center

Wed.

Oct 7

Project Healing Waters– VA Hospital, Livermore, 10am to 11:30am

Wed.

Oct 7

BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM – Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Sat.

Oct 10

CLUB BREAKFAST: At the Denny’s in Hayward on Whipple – 9:00 AM

Wed.

Oct 14

FLY TYING - 7:00 PM Fremont Adult School Room N-9

Wed.

Oct 21

Project Healing Waters– VA Hospital, Livermore, 10am to 11:30am

Fri. & Sat. Oct 23-24

NCCFFF Fly Fishing Festival, Lodi, CA see NCCFFF.ORG for details
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Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not
necessarily represent the opinions or view of Mission Peak Fly Angler’s or its official representatives.
Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and
Mission Peak Fly Anglers.
E-mail address list
The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or wish to
have a copy of the list, send an e-mail to Craig Gittings at: craiggittings@sbcglobal.net

~~~~~ Notice ~~~~~
Members

The Newsletter will be coming out on the 15th of each month. Send your articles or information to the editor
by the 12th of each month at maljdunn@earthlink.net.
BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS
Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The
club newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may
not think a trip to Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but remember, many members have never been there and
would welcome a description of how your fishout went And as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure
would be most appreciated. Send articles to the editor
NOTE FROM TREASURER, BILL PEAKES – Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are available from Bill at
a nominal price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when they joined; if not, call Bill Peakes.

Bill Peakes
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The President’s Message
In my opinion, the best season to fish for trout in the Sierra Nevada has got to be the fall. There are many reasons I feel
this is the best time of the year. First, school is starting, meaning less crowds. The days are warm, while the nights are
cooling. This makes for gorgeous scenery this time of the year. Also the trout feed like crazy. They need the calories
for the lean times coming. If you can be a stealthy fisher, an incredible day can be had.
There are two upcoming fish outs for Mission Peaks Fly Anglers that will cater to the fisher that likes this kind of action
in this autumn season. The end of September will see a group enjoying the Toulumne Meadows area of Yosemite with
yours truly. In October, Jeff will be the fish master for a nice time on the other side of the hill, known as the Eastern
Sierra. His fish out will cover some of the waters that last month’s speaker, Derek Rust, talked about in his insightful
presentation.
On my fish out we will fish the main valley area of Toulumne Meadows. There are Rainbow, Brook Trout and some
larger Brown Trout. We will also hike up stream to the Dana and Lyle Forks for mostly Brook Trout. This is primarily
dry fly fishing.
On the Eastern Sierra there is a chance to catch Cutthroat Trout in a few lakes, some drive up lakes and also hike in.
With the scenery, great fishing opportunities and just plain fun times, how can you go wrong? See you there.
Wayne’s Wanderings

* * * * * * Video

Library * * * * * * *

MPFA Maintains a 200+ library for the benefit of its members and we need the help
of every member to keep it available to the entire membership.
We ask that you check out a video (Honor system) and return it within 2-3 months,
After the 2nd month the librarian will send the borrower an email or note reminding them
that there is a video(s) checked out in their name.
After the 3rd month the librarian and/or the secretary will send a note asking for the video
or $40 to cover the purchase of its replacement. Thanks
Your Video Librarian
Ken Brunskill

TP Replacement or Fashion Statement
By Craig Gittings

An ounce of prevention is worth the costly mistake. I always carry some toilet
paper just in case. Ask me why. You don’t need the details of a prior experience with
pine cones. But Pheo was a little more resourceful or was that an act of desperation?
Pheo did have a knife and a brand new Nike Thermal shirt. And when nature called,
what else is one to do when it comes to the paperwork? Ask Pheo about the details.
Pheo, nice fashion statement.
Only In Alaska
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Mission Peak Fly Anglers Board Meeting – September 9, 2009
President Wayne Culp brought the meeting to order at 6:05 pm. Present were VP Ray Gauthier, Secretary Dean
Lewis,
Director Harold Whitmore as well as Past President Craig Gittings. Also present were members August
Abellar, Steve Brosamer, Larry Dennis and Frank Rodriguez. George Bouvoin arrived as we were finishing up the
meeting.
Old Business:


Truckee River Restoration Project: Wayne reminded us that TU has this program scheduled for October 18.
Sign up forms were sent to all members and placed in the newsletter. We have no one from our club that is in
charge of organizing our members. Craig may be going.

New Business:










September Meeting: Wayne may be absent as he will be coming back from his Toulumne Meadows Fishout.
Ray will run the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Bill was absent so there was not report. The club does have a healthy account.
John Fukumoto’s Flies: Larry Dennis was contacted by John’s wife, Claudia, and she said she wanted the club
to have all of John’s flies. Larry brought 31 fly boxes to the meeting that he had picked up from Claudia. From
these flies, she asked that we make three fly plates for her and members of his family. Craig moved and Dean
seconded that the club would pay the expenses to have the plates made. The motion passed. The balance of the
flies will be used, by the club, to make additional fly plates for live auctions, perhaps awards for the annual Fukumoto tying contest, silent auctions, raffles, and other club activities.
Meeting Location: Harold mentioned that there may be times when he will be unable to access the Adult School
campus due to it being closed. With the school budgets being reduced, certain periods may not be available during holidays. We would need to have alternate sites for the Board Meeting and/or Fly tying should that occur.
Nominating Committee: It is time for elections again. Wayne appointed Frank and August to be on the nominating committee. We discussed the process. Nominating committee appointed in September, followed by the
presentation of names in October and the election in November. Anyone interested in running for office should
see either Frank or August and let them know that you are interested in running. The only offices that are not up
for election are two of the director positions that run for a two year term. Those two positions still have one year
left on their term. We had discussions on possible candidates. Most current officers indicated a willingness to
run for another term.
Dean moved and Ray seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 6:40pm – Motion passed.

Respectively submitted, Dean Lewis, Secretary.
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Conservation News
By Larry Dennis, September 2009
"If people concentrated on the really important things in life, there'd be a shortage of fishing poles." -Doug Larsen
To all Mpfa members: I would be interested in your thoughts and opinions as to how you feel about the package of Delta and
water bills which failed to pass the state legislature during this session. I would prefer that you email me at
Larden9@comcast.net so that I can make a compilation and post them at a later date on the MPFA website. Thanks, Larry
Whither water?
By Spreck Rosekrans, Environmental Defense Fund, 9-14-09
The demise of a package of five water policy bills in the state legislature late Friday night, while predictable given end-of-session
deadlines, had this sliver of surprise buried in it: the 5 policy bills taken together were pretty good. By ―pretty good,‖ I mean good
in the sense of ―an important and meaningful advance over the water policy status quo for the environment‖ as opposed to
―guaranteeing the water policy outcomes that would be ideal‖ from an environmental perspective.
How can the policy package possibly be construed as good, when it was linked to a water bond that included billions for
construction of new dams under a poorly-defined assumption that they would provide public benefits?
Let’s stipulate that the longstanding practice in California of holding solid water policy reform hostage to a massive public
spending commitment is of questionable wisdom at best. (I’ll let you come up with your own descriptions of the ―at worst‖ side of
this equation.) Let’s further stipulate that water bond proposals in play could lead to the construction of controversial dams and
other water projects that could cause substantial environmental harm.
Nevertheless, it is still extremely important to talk about the water policy piece in the light of day and determine whether – on its
own merits – that policy is pretty good or not. The fact is whether the state builds dams or not, California’s water policy is broken
and it needs to be addressed if we are to move past the hand-wringing stage and into the fixing things stage.
The tug of war between our highly degraded ecosystem with its barely surviving salmon on the one hand, and the two massive
water projects that provide 15% of the state’s water supply to farms and cities on the other, has dragged for decades. The Bay
Delta Conservation Planning process (BDCP) is the place where much of the current action to find a solution is taking place.
However, there are serious concerns about whether this will just be another in a litany of failed efforts and broken promises
leaving the estuary, our salmon, and our state in even worse shape than before. It is of particular concern that a potential
peripheral canal lies at the center of the BDCP’s work. The Governor’s Delta Vision Task Force has proposed a set of policy
course corrections. The Environmental Defense Fund does not concur with every one of the Task Force’s recommendations, but
believes that its Strategic Plan has real merit. In particular, its recommendations that the legislature must act to correct certain
out-dated water policies and give guidance to the BDCP process.
So why is the water policy package that emerged just before Friday’s deadline pretty good? Here’s my top ten:
1. It establishes a state policy of reducing reliance on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta by increasing water recycling,
cost-effective efficiency, and regional self-sufficiency.
2. It substantially increases the State Board’s power to enforce water rights and stop illegal diversions of water.
3. It substantially expands groundwater management and monitoring efforts.
4. It requires the State Water Board to do a public trust analysis of the flow needs for the Delta ecosystem within nine months
– well in time for the analysis to be of real value to the BDCP process. Granted, the bill does not require the BDCP to use this
analysis (let me spare you the long, dull, lawyerly reasons for this), but the State Board is the public trustee for the state’s fish
and wildlife and – if the legislature provides it with the resources it requires to do the job – is the right place to get this done.
5. It precludes the start of construction of any canal until the State Water Board issues certain permits. This addresses concerns
that a canal could be built first, or construction begun, prior to a Board determination of flow needs. Moreover, those permits
would be required to include flows for fish and wildlife protection.
6. It requires that an Independent Science Council must be involved with the BDCP. This Council would be charged with
ensuring that the BDCP passes scientific muster. The last thing we need is another plan that fails to keep its ecosystem
restoration promises.
.
(Continue on page 6 Conservation)
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Monthly Programs
SPEAKER

DATE

PROGRAM TITLE

September 23

Ken Hanley

Photo Tips

October 28

Mikey Weir

Central Sierra Fishing or Mongolia

November 18 3rd Wed

Matt Koles

Truckee River

December 16 (3rd Wed)

Movie (This is a special event)

Rivers of the Lost Coast

September Program
Ever wish that you could take better pictures? This month’s guest speaker, Ken Hanley, might just put you on
the right track. His program will focus on photography tips with the emphasis on fishing and outdoor
photography composition. Up until recently Ken had worked exclusively with slide film. It will be interesting
to see how he will translate his experience with digital photography format.
(Conservation, continue from page 5)
7. It requires that the BDCP must meet the recovery standard, and all of the other requirements, of the Natural
Communities Conservation Planning Act and be certified by the fisheries agencies to be a Natural Communities
Conservation Plan (NCCP) before that plan can be eligible for any public funding or other important benefits.
8. It requires fishery agencies to establish new performance measures critical to achieving a healthy and resilient
ecosystem in the Delta and its watershed, and includes a host of additional ecosystem health considerations that must
be included in the BDCP and broader planning for the Delta estuary.
9. It requires Delta agencies to respond to climate change and the threats it presents to the Delta communities.
10. It contains a substantial new water conservation program, which, while watered down from earlier versions — and
less likely to reach its lofty objectives — still represents an important advance from today’s more anemic conservation
efforts.
Is this nirvana? If this bill were enacted today, would we be assured that the conflicts discussed above will be finally
resolved, that the salmon fishery restored to health, and that threats to our ecosystem will be banished? It’s probably
safe to say that this is unlikely. But would these measures together represent real improvement over the status quo, do
they provide important levers for moving decisions and processes in a more productive direction; do they provide
greater hope for the future? I believe so. Taken together they give the Delta a fighting chance, while still recognizing the
need for a reliable water supply for cities and farms, a threshold test any viable legislation will have to meet.
But what of the linkage between the water bond and the policy bills? At the end of the day, who cares if you have a
pretty good water policy bill if you only get it by agreeing to a water bond that could fund new infrastructure that
threatens new harm to the ecosystem we are working so hard to restore?
This is a fair and reasonable question, and it is the reason that EDF is taking different positions on these two pieces of
legislation. But we need to be able to talk seriously and clearly about policy on its own, first, and then work to de-couple
discussions about water bonds from discussions about policies to address water supply reliability and ecological
devastation that have been the scourge of this state for decades.
To do otherwise is simply giving in and allowing the hostage taking to continue, to be party to the unending ideological
standoff. At that point, California’s only hope is the one we have relied on to date – pray for rain.
We’ll post again soon on the legislative process and continue to explain why policy reform is necessary – not just for the
environment but for California’s cities and farms as well.
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Annual Trout Bum Award
Starts Jan 1, 2009
Awarded by MPFA Board of Directors at December board meeting
Requirements: AMPLIFICATION
Candidates must:
Have fished 10 or more waters during the calendar year (no private pay to play waters) This means that the general public have unrestricted access at all times, without any special fees to the waters fished
.Waters may be tributaries of any river or lakes domestic or international
Meaning any named stream, river, or
section of river (As in Upper Sacramento R. or Lower Sacramento R. - would be two waters) in any country.
Used fly fishing tackle only Simply that!
Have fished for trout (This is a Trout Bum Award) Simply that!
The award generally will go to the person who fly fished for trout in the most public waters
Have reported to the club and shown photos to the club at a regular meeting
Reporting means informing the membership-simple as that - Does not mean that the person must give a slide show presentation, just tell the club where you fished, how you did, what you used - show some pictures.
The purpose of the award is to encourage members to explore, fish as many new waters as they can, tell the membership
about the experience there-fore encouraging others to do likewise.
Chairperson: Ken Brunskill
PROJECT HEALING WATERS .......... Attention Mission Peak Members .............PROJECT HEALING WATERS

Who would like to join us and be part of helping our veterans through this worthwhile program?
What you might ask is involved? It can be as little as a group of us going out to Livermore and and/or Palo
Alto once a month to teach fly casting and fly tying to our wounded veterans. It could go as far as
accompanying a group of veterans on a fishing trip to be their 'gillie' and personal assistant on that trip.
I have made the initial contact at Livermore VA Nursing unit and their seems to be an interest, but I cannot do
it alone.
I'd bet we can get funding help from the FFF, NCCFFF, the Elks Lodge, Kiwanis, VFW, and other service
organizations, all we need to do is give a little of our own time to those who have given so much for us.
If interested please contact me, Thanks Ken Brunskill Email:steamntrout@comcast.net, Phone:
510.793.7913

Editorial
The last week of August and the month of September has been extremely busy. One group of members has
been fishing up in Alaska and returning and rested a day and some got ready to go camping and fishing the
Clark Fork River and returning to get prepared for the trip to Toulumne Meadows. The fall season is the best
time of the year for all fishing.
The best part of these group fishing outings is the camaraderie. The two best trips I have enjoyed is the
Manzanita Lake and Clark Fork Trips. These two outings have been going on for years. I have been a
chartered member of this club and last September was my first Clark Fork trip. I sure had missed out on all of
this fun all of these past years.
Until next month, may all your lines be tight. Malcolm J Dunn, Editor
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Alaska 2009 Trip
By Craig Gittings

15 brave souls hit the Kenai Peninsula earlier this month and were greeted by some pretty decent weather. A couple of days
included 70 degree weather in the afternoon. Once squared away, it was a non-stop fishing for some down by the Russian River
confluence for fresh silvers. The Kenai Cache was sad to see us leave as folks made their twice-daily stops to drop off fish and
replenish their Coho fly assortments and terminal tackle. Jack literally broke in his wading boots and could easily be the next
poster child for duct tape commercials. Geoff Swanson, a buddy of Larry Bennett from the Tracy club enjoyed the fishing up
until an errant fly smacked him (actually buried past the barb) in the cheek. The Anchor River was kind of slow this year, so a
few dropped into Homer for some warm food and shopping, while the rest raced back to Cooper Landing in order to fish with
bears and their comrades. Evening flair was entertaining, but one could tell that the fishing was starting to wear on some. The
meat fishermen kept at it until the bears started to out number them on the river. Ah, fall in Alaska. No fishermen and plenty
of bears. Pat Ferguson had a cow moose walk out of the bushes 10’ from him while on the Anchor. The calf was close by, but
he didn’t see it. Nine of us hiked into Crescent Lake and 9 successfully landed grayling. Dean Lewis did not waste any time
and landed upwards of 17
grayling on a CDC & Elk caddis. Yes, Dean had to put up with a lot of razzing, when his rod was
bent, but it was mainly from envious fishermen close by. Dean definitely had it dialed in. His comments were that he could see
the rise forms working their way towards him. Some neglected to bring fleece bottoms in order to brave wading the 51degree
lake. They’ll definitely know next time. Ask Pheo about his waders and waterproofness of the chest pockets. He’ll be buying a
new iPhone to replace the one that went on the blink after getting it wet. The camaraderie in the evenings was to die laughing
for at times, just ask Debbie Crawford. The week went by too fast for all and folks were planning on returning next year before
they left.

Good reason for pinching the
down the barb of all flies

Grizzly bears love to share your catch

This rainbow did not get away
Ask Pheo about the one that did get away

Debbie’s first graying

Coho or silver salmon was the catch of the week
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MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS
FISH OUT LIST
DATE

LOCATION

TYPE OF FISH

FISHMASTER

COMMENTS

Sept 24-26

Toulumne Meadows

Trout

Wayne Culp

Sept 11-21

Californian Stillwater Ramble

Trout

Ken Brunskill

Thu– Sat camp and fishout.
2 sites reserved
Central Sierra stillwaters
Combined with Clark’s Fork
fishout

Sept 12-13

Clark’s Fork

Trout

Bill Peakes

Potluck BBQ

Oct 2-4

McCloud River and Reservoir

Trout

Craig Gittings

Camp at Ash Camp or B&B
in town of McCloud.

Oct 17-18

Eagle Lake

Trout

Mitch Matsumoto

Oct 16-18

Eastern Sierra

Trout

Jeff Lorelli

Nov 15-17

Trinity River

Steelhead

Calvin Chin

Weaverville Area – Red Hill
Motel: 530-623-4331

The above fishout calendar is tentative and subject to change. Always contact the fishmaster the week of the fishout to
be notified of changes due to weather and unforeseen circumstances. Also check the newsletter for detailed information
on fishing tackle, flies, directions and accommodations, as recommended by the fishmaster.
Note that only the fishouts shown in BOLD on this calendar are actually confirmed at this time; all others are tentative.
The actual dates of wintertime fishouts are highly dependent upon the weather conditions and will be confirmed by the
fishmaster the week of the fishout.
Your ideas for fishout locations are always welcomed by the club. Phone Jeff Lorelli @ 510-505-0136 to volunteer as a
fishmaster. The qualifications for a fishmaster are that you have a place in mind, know how to get there, and would
welcome some fishing companions. That is it, so sign up now!

Clark Fork Outing
The annual fishout and potluck dinner at the
Clark Fork campground was once again a
success. Larry Dennis did an excellent job of
acting fishmaster. Bill Peakes was unable to
attend this year because of a family commitment.
It was great to see the wives of our members
accompanying their husbands. The fishing was
good but the campfire in the evenings were
better. Marjorie Henry even brought
marshmallows to roast over the campfire. Maybe
next year if someone remembers to bring graham
crackers and Hershey chocolate bars we will
have S’mores. The wine and cheese, provided by
Marilu, Larry, Ray, and Chuck before the
potluck dinner really added some class to this
camp dinner. Marjorie also made an excellent
dessert with banana bread and fresh berries.
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Flies of The Month
By Craig Gittings

Soft Hackle Peacock
Hook: TMC 2457 or any curved scud hook in size
ranging from 10- 16.
Thread: Black 6/0 or 8/0
Weight: 4-6 wraps of .020 lead or lead free wire
Body: 3-4 peacock herl
Hackle: Hungarian partridge

CDC and Elk
CDC & Elk
Hook: Size 14 dry fly hook
Thread: 6/0- 8/0 Medium- Dark Olive
Body: Natural Dark Dun CDC
Wing: Coastal deer hair

To tie the pattern, take your CDC feather and
tie in the tips towards the back of the hook.
You can then either spin and wrap or just
wrap the feather forward. Tie off and stack a
clump of any number of hair for the wing.
I use coastal deer hair- the same stuff for
sparkle dun patterns. Measure and cut deer
hair so that it just barely extends the length of
the hook.
Hold the deer hair in place and give yourself
two loose wraps and one tight wrap.
Tie off and you are done

Tying instructions
1. Place the hook (debarbed) in the vise.
2. Place the 4-6 wraps of .010-.020 lead or lead free
on the hook shank and secure in
the area of the thorax or an eye or two back of the
hook eye.
3. Wrap thread back to the curve of the hook and tie
in the peacock herl.
4. Tie in a dubbing loop, wrap the thread from bobbin forward and spin the herl with
the dubbing loop.
5. Wrap the herl in touching turns toward the front of
the hook and tie off, leaving
an eye distance of so from the eye of the hook.
6. Prepare a single partridge feather for the soft
hackle by stripping off two thirds of
the base of the feather.
7. Stroke the feather barbules back towards the base
of the stem. You can strip one
side of the partridge or leave it whole. I leave it
whole.
8. Tie in tip first and wrap the partridge one or two
turns only while stroking the
barbules back and tie off.
9. Form the head and tie it off. Add a drop of head
cement.
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More Alaska 2009

Collin, Jack and Pat at the Exit Glacer

Relaxing on the Kenai River

CONGRATULATIONS TO
ED HUFF

The “The Trout Life Stages” poster that Ed
designed which was used for the “Trout in the
Classroom” program has won 2nd place in the
National Interpretive Media Competition
sponsored by the National Association for
Interpretation. The poster was judged alongside
entries created by professional interpreters
from across the country.
This poster is used across the state of California
with the
Classroom Aquarium Education
Program (Trout in the Classroom) to help
students identify the stages of trout
development.
The award will be presented at the National
Conference in Connecticut in November.
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