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July Meeting 
PLACE: CENTRAL PARK – Moving to Mission Pizza & Pub 

DATE: Wednesday, July 24 

TIME: 7:00 PM (Please note change in time for start of meeting) 

PROGRAM: July is annual casting night. Meet at Central Park in Fremont 
to cast your favorite rod at 7:00 PM (near the tennis courts). At 8:00 PM the meeting will move to 
Mission Pizza & Pub in Fremont for dinner and the general membership meeting. (Directions to follow) 

EVENTS THIS MONTH 

SAT. July 13 CLUB BREAKFAST AT THE HICKORY PIT ON FREMONT BLVD. AND 
WALNUT AVENUE IN FREMONT – 9:00 AM . 

WED. July 17 FLY TYING @ TRI CITY SPORTING GOODS, 7:30 PM, 40900 GRIMMER 
BLVD, FREMONT. 

WED. July 24 CLUB MEETING 7:00 PM (see casting location directions following) 

WED. July 31 BOARD MEETING – 7:30 PM, at the home of Tom Knoth (See map following). 

SAT. August 10 AUGUST CLUB BREAKFAST 

Casting location We will meet at Central Park of Fremont between the tennis courts and the soccer 
field. From Stevenson turn into the parking lot at the corner of Gallaudet and 
Stevenson. 
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President’s Message:  
The June 27, 2002 speaker Brian Stranko from Cal Trout spoke to us about conservation, this is a serious 
concern to all of us, and I fear many of us take it lightly and are thankful “someone is taking care of it”. The 
concern I have is, are we, you and I doing enough ourselves? The major issue Brian brought home to me was 
the apathy or maybe malaise that cost us the loss of “Catch and Release section’s” of the upper Sacramento. The 
issue being that there were a handful of fly fishermen as opposed to nearly a hundred bait fishermen at the DFG 
meeting hearing public input on the regulation change. The DFG is a public agency, and as such will bend to the 
majority. We fly fisher’s need to recognize that and organize ourselves to make a significant showing in order 
to ‘make a difference’, it in our best interest, and that of future generations. 

Our Conservation Chairman, Larry Dennis, provides us constantly with updates, and reminders of issues to 
contact our representatives about. I hope we are doing enough to protect and preserve the resources we enjoy, 
by utilizing the tools Larry puts into our hands. It is important! 

Ken 

**************************************************************************************** 
MAINSTREAM is the monthly newsletter of the Mission Peak Fly Angler’s, P.O. Box 7263, Fremont 
California. 94537. 

2002 OFFICERS: 
 
President  Ken Brunskill Secretary Albert Chen 
Vice President Mike Walden Treasurer Bill Peakes 
Board Members:    
 Larry Dennis      1/2003 August Abellar 1/2004  
 Dave Heyes 1/2003 Marty Van Slyke 1/2004  
Chairpersons:    
Programs  Craig Gittings Fly Casting Jerry Reynolds 
Editor  Kathy Schwarz Librarian  Gerry Perko 
Distribution Dave Heyes Inside Angler Library  Dave Heyes 
Advertising  Jerry Reynolds Historian  Randy Cuffaro 
Fund Raising  Tom Knoth Graphic Design  Ed Huff 
Video Library  Bob Langland Picnic  Don Hirzel 
Conservation  Larry Dennis  Annual Dinner  Jerry Snyder 
FFF Rep. Gene Kaczmarek Name Tags  Jerry Reynolds 
Fly Tying Tom Knoth Hospitality  Kay Heyes 
Fish-Outs  Mitch Matsumoto  Web Master Marge Liu 
 Jeff Lorelli   
  
Opinions expressed in articles appearing in Mainstream are those of the writer / author, and do not necessarily represent the opinions or view of 
Mission Peak Fly Angler’s or its official representatives. 

Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. Credit should be given to the authors and Mission Peak Fly Anglers. 

Articles and information submitted to Mainstream are due by Friday night following the Board Meeting. 
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JUNE CLUB MEETING SUMMARY BY ALBERT CHEN  
This month’s presentation was done by Brian Stranko of the Cal Trout organization. After a brief introduction, Brian 
covered the major issues facing our state's trout and coldwater fishery. He gave us a brief rundown on Cal Trout's five key 
priorities: protecting fishery habitat, expand the Wild Trout Program, improve steelhead populations, reform grazing land 
practices and finally, getting involved in hydropower re-licensing. He made it very clear that Cal Trout is committed to 
these goals and will be held accountable in reaching them. He also reminded us that it is ultimately up to the individual to 
drive and raise these issues. So write those letters! Get involved in your fisheries! Read the conservation articles! Inform 
the club of your concerns! Let's go out and protect what we love! 

Craig Gittings has been able to get renowned fly tier A.K Best to do a presentation for the club next year. The next 
program will be on Kayak fishing for the August club meeting. 

Jeff Lorelli raised his concerns on the Upper Sac, where the new regulations now permit catch and keep. Areas that were 
once pristine wild trout habitat have now been invaded by meat fisherman looking for dinner. Although changes in the 
regulations will take place two years from now, it is never too early to get your opinions heard. 

 

Map to Mission Pizza and Pub 
1572 Washington Blvd. 
Fremont CA 95439 
510 651-6858 

It was recommended by the owners that you 
call the day before and identify that you 
would like to order a pizza for the MPFA 
gathering. Order the pizza under your own 
name and identify that you are part of the 
MPFA group for Wed July 24th . This way 
they will start the pizzas before we get there 
so as to avoid delays in serving the pizza for 
a large group. 
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JULY BOARD MEETING SUMMARY BY ALBERT CHEN  
The board voted on having A. K. Best do a presentation and a fly tying demonstration next year on March 5th. Great job 
to Craig Gittings who made it happen. 

Several board members voiced tentative fishouts for the July and August months. Be on the lookout either on the website 
or in the newsletter. 

Tony Yap, a member of San Jose Flycasters and a FFF certified casting instructor, will be on hand at our next club 
meeting for our Annual Casting Day. 

The board also discussed on how best to get club members more active in conservation and restoration issues. Ideas to 
facilitate activism and participation are welcome. 

“The Inside Angler” - Newsletter of the Informed Fly Fisher by Michael Fong. The club subscribes to this 
semi-monthly newsletter on fly fishing trips to some of the best spots in the west (and a few other parts of the 
western world). The reports are comprehensive and include all aspects such as: location, accommodations, 
food, gear, flies, guides etc. The club has a complete collection of the Inside Angler. You may check the 
newsletter out at club meetings from Dave Heyes. A complete list of fishing destinations covered by the 
Inside Angler is available. 

Sad news announced by the Federation of Fly Fishers: 

FFF LIFE MEMBER MIKE FONG DIES AT AGE 61 

Mike Fong renowned angler and publisher of Inside Angler, died very suddenly Friday evening June 14, 2002 while 
returning from a fishing trip to Lake Davis, California with his wife Christine. Mike was 61 years old and without 
warning suffered an apparent aneurysm of the brain. Mike was a gentle person, and a good friend to all of us. 

Michael was a Life member of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) after receiving the FFF Arnold Gingrich Memorial 
Award in 1996. Mike, with Christine as photographer, was Editor of the FFF Flyfisher Magazine and made major 
significant improvements in magazine quality and content from 1977-1982. He also helped the Northern California 
Council FFF as time allowed in his busy schedule. 

Michael and Christine Fong both attended the California College of Arts & Crafts in Oakland, California, and Michael 
received his Master of Fine Arts degree from the University of Iowa. 

In 1967, they sold their first article to "Outdoor Life" and have since been published in nearly every national outdoor 
publication in the country. Michael and Christine received The Ross Allen Merigold Complete Angler Memorial Award 
from the Pasadena Casting Club. Mike was on the Editorial Staff of Angler Magazine and was a contributing editor to 
"Fly Fisherman Magazine" Mike and Chris have been featured speakers at the International Sportsmen's Exposition since 
the show's inception more than twenty years ago. 

For more than thirty-five years, Mike and Chris traveled and fly fished extensively throughout the contiguous United 
States, and in Baja California, Central America, South America, the Bahamas, New Zealand, Canada, Alaska and 
Norway. Mike was a fly fisher's fly fisher. 

Marty Seldon 

The Tackle Exchange – For Sale & Want Ads 
Nothing for sale or exchange this month. 
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E-mail address list 

The club is compiling an e-mail address list for the use of club members. If you want your address included or wish to have a copy of 
the list send an e-mail to Mike Walden.  

BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS 

Here is your chance to gain some experience writing about your fabulous fly fishing trips to places near and far. The club 
newsletter is seriously lacking in members written and photographic accounts of our fishouts. Of course you may not think a trip to 
Putah Creek is worthy of such notoriety, but remember, many members have never been there and would welcome a description of 
how your fishout went And as for a trip to Alaska or Baja, a story of your adventure would be most appreciated. Send articles to 
Kathy Schwarz. 

NOTE FROM TREASURER, BILL PEAKES – Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are available from Bill at a nominal 
price. New members should have received either a pin or a patch when the joined; if not, call Bill Peakes. 

COPYcenter 
Copy Services • Full Printing Services • Promotional Items 

5255-C Mowry Ave. 
Fremont, CA 94538 
510/796.7499 
510/796.7497 FAX JERRY KINSEY 

 

For Your Real Estate Needs 
Buying, Selling or 
If you just have a question. 

Please call 

Jerry Reynolds - 510-354-07 
Broker Associate - Contempo Realty, Inc. 

39505 Paseo Padre Parkway ¥ Fremont, CA 

78 
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2002 FISHOUT AND ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
Fishouts JEFF LORELLI   Fishouts MITCH MATSUMOTO  

  Events Mike Walden   

** Please note: Fishouts with out specific dates might change, contact the Fishmaster who is listed for exact information. Items in 
Bold are Confirmed Dates. 
DATE LOCATION TYPE OF FISH 

or EVENT 
FISHMASTER 
or CONTACT 

COMMENTS 

June-July Little Truckee Trout ???  
July 21 - 25 Loreto (Baja). Dorado and Sailfish Tom Knoth 

  
http://www.bajabigfish.com/ 
Home.html 

 
Aug 23 – Sept 1 Alaska - Kenai Peninsula Dollys, silvers, rainbows, 

grayling, halibut 
Malcom Dunn 
  

 
Sept 7 & 8th Clark’s Fork Trout Bill Peaks 

  
 

Sept 13-15 Eastern Sierra - 
Bridgeport 

Trout Jeff Lorelli 
  

 
Sept 21 Garin Park, Hayward Club Picnic Don Hirzel 

  
 

Sept 28th-- Oct 5th Yellowstone Trout Gene Kaczmarek 
  

 
Oct 11, 12, 13 Kings Beach, North 

Lake Tahoe 
FFF Conclave Rich Lobrovich 

  
 

Oct Almanor area Trout Marty Van Slyke 
  

 
Nov 22,23, 24 Eagle Lake Trout Ken Brunskill 

  
 

 

The above Fishout and Activities calendar for 2002 is tentative and subject to change. Also, check the newsletter for detailed 
information on fishing tackle, flies, directions and accommodations, provided by the Fishmaster. 
Your ideas for fishout locations and volunteering as Fishmaster would be appreciated by the club members. Phone Fishout Co- 
Chairman Jeff Lorelli at  , or   to volunteer as a fishmaster or to express your desires on where you would like to hold 
future fishouts. The qualifications for Fishmaster are that you have a place in mind that you would like to fish and would welcome 
some fishing companions. That’s it, so sign up now! 

 
http://www.fishabout.com/ 
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1949 FISHOUT REPORT 

The Fly Tier Guest Tier: Gene Kaczmarek 

The following instructions are for flies that will be tied at the July 17 Fly Tying Meeting. 

Dress Down Caddis Nymph 
• HOOK: Tiemco 200R #10 - 16 
• THREAD: Black 8/0 
• HEAD: Gold Bead 
• BODY: Tinsel - Gold Mylar 

  Dubbing – Dark Green, Fly-Rite 
  Rib - Olive Lava Lace 
  Herl - Olive Ostrich 

• KICKER LEGS: Pearl Krystal Flash 
• WING: Dun Z-Lon 
• HACKLE: Partridge Back Feather 
• 

COLLAR: Peacock herl  

Brun's Crane Fly (Dry) 

• 
HOOK: Tiemco 200R #8 – 12 

• THREAD: Tan 8/0 
• EXTENDED  

 BODY: Tan or Brown, Button & Carpet Thread 
  (3/0) 

• BODY: Light Brown or Tan, Fly-Rite poly 
 Dubbing  

• WING: Cree or Light Ginger Hackle tips 
• WINGCASE: Brown Craft foam 
• LEGS: Knotted Pheasant tail 
• THORAX: Same as body  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Larry Dennis has submitted a pictorial report of a ‘fishout’ 
from 1949. Pictured here is his grandfather with a 26lb. and a 
28 lb. salmon from the Klamath River, and a picture of what 
Larry calls ‘Combat fishing’ on the Klamath in 1949. 
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MAY FISHOUT REPORT BY DAVE HEYES  
About 25 members, wives and guests showed up at Mt. Lassen National Park for the annual 3-day Manzanita Lake 
fishout. Fishing produced variable results, depending on who you talk to. While everyone I spoke to caught fish, none 
described the fishing as great either. Our own experience was that Kaye caught a 15 inch brown trout I caught two 17 
inch rainbows, and we both lost several large fish in the weed beds. We both thought the fishing was much better this 
year than last (Last year we caught none). The fish were beautiful with vivid coloring, the water was cool (64 degrees), 
and the weather beautiful, warm during the day and cool at night. Of course the highlight of the trip was the potluck 
dinner and Mark Kaharick's bar-b-qued tri-tips and plenty of wine. We did sorely miss Paul Lelis and Dave Benham and 
their corn-on-the-cob. Try to make it next year guys - we really missed you. And again, thanks to chef Mark Kaharick 
for the delicious tri-tip, cooked to perfection. You did a great job as always. 

ANNONYMOUS QUOTES  
"Catch and Release fishing is a lot like golf. You don't have to eat the ball to have a good time. " 

Fishing rule #1: The least experienced fisherman always catches the biggest fish. Fishing rule #2: The worse your line is 
tangled; the better is the fishing around you. Fishing rule #3: Fishing will do a lot for a man but it won't make him 
truthful. 

"I spend most of my life fishing, the rest I just waste." 

HOOKEY DAY AT PUTAH BY JEFF LORELLI 

Ever since we’ve had kids, my available time to fish has gotten shorter & shorter. Recently, when it got to a point where I 
couldn’t take it anymore, I called up that resident trout bum Tom Knoth and told the boss I would have a sore throat the 
next day as I had an appointment at Putah Creek. 
When I got to the bridge parking lot, much to my surprise, there was only 1 other car there besides Tom’s. When I got 
down to the water, I soon realized why: at over 450 cfs, Putah was a raging torrent and was nothing like a “creek”. When 
I greeted Tom he said “I did something incredibly Schelppy this morning” but didn’t want to elaborate at the time, so 
since I’m a considerate angler, I dropped it. I moved over next to him, just within earshot and starting fishing. Every 
once in a while I would glance over at Tom and would see him bending over to remove something from the end of his 
line. However, every time I would try to inquire about what was going on, he would say “can’t hear you, yell louder” yet 
I could hear him perfectly fine. I was puzzled, because I know Tom’s not hard of hearing. After I had fished for an hour 
or so and had landed a couple 8” dinks, Tom came by and told he had caught & released 6. Now I understood what he 
was doing with the end of his line: the fish were so small so as to not be visible with the naked eye from where I was 
standing. 
I got tired of the dinks, so decided to push out into the fast current to try a seam of slower water about half way across. 
My risk was soon rewarded with 17” and 20” rainbows from the seam. Still within earshot of Tom, I tried to let him 
know what I used to catch the fish but was still frustrated with the “one way” communications. It got so bad, that I had to 
walk all the way up on the bridge and use hand signals just to tell Tom I was going to lunch. Then it dawned on me: Tom 
must not be able to communicate on the water without his Walkie-Talkies! Without those Walkie-Talkies, he must feel 
handicapped. “I wonder where they are?” I thought to myself. 
After lunch, we headed out to parking lot #3. As we were getting our gear on, I asked Tom where were his Walkie-
Talkies. It was then that he had that embarrassing admission, difficult that it was, but still cleansing in its truthfulness. 
“Remember this morning when I told you I did something incredibly Schelppy”. 
“Why yes” I said, “how could I forget anything like that?” 
“Well this morning I forgot that I put the Walkie-Talkies in my net” 
“Ya, so what” I said 
“Well after about a half hour of fishing I reached down for my net and was puzzled by how heavy it was – it was then that 
I remembered where the Walkie-Talkies were” 
OH MY, I thought to myself, that must also explain the hearing loss. I wondered if the club has any rules about repeat 
Schelpp award winners? Perhaps Tom should have his own permanent award, I thought. 
In all fairness to him, he did land a couple respectable fish, and waded into faster current areas than I would ever try. And 
after admitting his incident with the Walkie-Talkies he did fully recover his hearing. As we fished the blown out pockets 
along Parking Lot #3, I was jolted back to reality with the sound of his voice “Yea, that’s #13” he said. I squinted my 
eyes once more, and got glimpse of that wiggling little rainbow, perhaps not even 4” long that he brought to hand. Yup, I 
thought to myself, the truth will always set you free. 
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TURN ABOUT IS FAIR PLAY BY TOM KNOTH 

 

Tom would like to point out a ‘minor’ 
detail in this photo of Jeff Lorelli .... 
Note: the end of the tippet and the fly 
is attached to Jeff’s tackle pack. 
Photo taken on Putah Creek. 

 

ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC  
The annual Club picnic will be held on Saturday, September 21 at Garin Park in Hayward. Bill Peakes is 
requesting all members planning to attend to PLEASE MAIL YOUR RESERVATION FORM AND 
PAYMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. August Abellar will be coordinating entertainment and is looking for 
volunteers to help. 

The cost is $5 per person over the age of 12. Kids 12 and under are free. The Club will provide the drinks and 
main course (chicken, ribs, etc.). Otherwise, you will need to bring an appetizer, salad or dessert for ten. Last 
names beginning: 
A to J bring a dessert (YOW!) 
K to O bring an appetizer (use your imagination!) 
P to Z bring a salad (potato, macaroni, or green leaf with dressing) 

2002 MISSION PEAK ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC 
MAIL-IN DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 1 

Member Name 

Number of Tickets Needed:  _____________ X $5.00= $  (Enclose check) 
(Adults and Children over 12) 

RETURN TO: Bill Peakes 



 

 11 

Please contact Ken Brunskill or Mike Walden to sign up for the beginning fly tying lessons. They will let you 
know when and where the sessions will be. They will inform you at that time what you need to bring and what 
the club will provide. 

SHAD FISHING ON THE SACRAMENTO RIVER BY RICH LOBROVICH 

For many years I have heard about this mysterious fish. 
It lives most of its life in the salt-water environment, and then heads into fresh water to spawn once a year. 
Shad do not build spawning beds, they are broadcast spawners. They school up and release their eggs and milt 
in free flowing rivers like the Sacramento, American, Feather, Yuba and the San Joaquin. 
The run starts about mid April each year and ends the middle of June. 

Last month Kathy and I had an opportunity to fish for the first time for Shad, what a great birthday gift. Ed 
Marcillac was our guide on the Sacramento River. The day started off nicely as the weather heated up a bit. I 
think it topped out at 85 deg F. We jumped into the jet boat and headed up river to a place called "Rattlesnake 
Island". The fishing was a little slow so we kept casting until our arms fell off. 
Just kidding! As for the fishing being slow, the following weekend on the American River was even slower. 
Kathy always seems to hook the first fish; I think she pays more attention to the guide than I do. All I seem to 
do is ask where do I cast. Using a 9-weight rod was a bit of an over kill... I was just building up my shoulder 
muscle for Trout fishing later in the summer. 

The day was blessed with a Bald Eagle up river and an Osprey feeding on fish right in front of us. We did not 
see the Rattlesnakes, oh well maybe next trip. We each caught our first Shad on this trip something that I will 
always remember. Watching a fellow angler hook a fish is more rewarding than hooking a fish your self. It has 
taken me many years to get to this point now what is next. I need to go back and fish with Bamboo for all the 
species I have landed in the past. More adventures to follow... Rich Lob 

CONSERVATION NEWS BEING DEVELOPED ON THE MPFA WEB PAGE 

Marge Liu and Larry Dennis are working to update our Web page to enhance and foster club members’ 
involvement in conservation issues. The goal is to provide an easy and accessible way to understand the current 
issues that face fly fishers and to provide information that will enable the members to respond in a powerful and 
consistent way. Ideas are also being discussed to involve those in the club who are internet-access challenged, 
such as providing materials at club meetings that are accessible on the Web. This way all members will have 
the opportunity to be informed and to be able to respond to the issues that face us now and in the future. Check 
out our web page in the future to see the new information ... 

http://www.missionpeakflyanglers.org 
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CONSERVATION 
NEWS 

By 
Larry Dennis 

July 2002 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 

Republican Congressmen Wally Herger and John Doolittle 
have recently introduced legislation they claim will 
‘modernize’ the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. “The bill would 
close a loophole that currently allows the Secretary of the 
Interior to designate a river as a national wild and scenic river 
without the consent of Congress.” You may recall that 
Doolittle, the darling of the dam builders, has been trying for 
years to build the Auburn Dam on the American River. 

The South Yuba River Citizens League has been trying to 
obtain federal Wild and Scenic status for the South Yuba 
River for years. In 1999, they obtained state Wild and Scenic 
designation but it does not protect the river from dams as 
well as federal designation does. Herger, who opposes 
federal protection for the South Yuba said, “Under current 
law, the potential exists for politically driven federal officials 
to violate the public trust by locking up land to promote their 
radical environmental agenda without first contacting 
Congress or individuals as the local level.” In rebuttal, 
Janet Cohen, executive director of SYRCL, said, “The irony 
is, most of the rivers designated this way have been 
recommended by Republican governors who don’t want the 
federal government having sole authority over their natural 
resources. (The bill) will get laughed out of Congress, 
anyway, the way it does every year.” 

Pacific Shelf Fishery 

The entire pacific continental shelf is in such dire straits from 
over harvesting that it may have to be closed down to avoid a 
number of rockfish from becoming extinct. Fishing on the 
shelf is under the control of each western state to three miles 
from the coast and then by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service to the edge of the shelf, sometimes out to 200 miles. 
Unlike the Upper Sacramento River which has recovered in 
ten years after the 1991 Cantara spill, the ‘shelf’ will require 
from 90 to 150 years to recover! In California alone, marine 
sport fishing contributes about $5 billion into coastal 
communities and employs around 150,000 people; commercial 
fishing industry delivers about $550 million and employs 
some 17,000. Whatever the outcome, it will undoubtedly have 
a very severe impact on how and by whom the waters off our 
coast will be fished. Catch and Release for saltwater 
fishermen could be a possibility. Commercial fishermen could 

see the near shore areas as their only salvation, encroaching on 
the sport fishing turf. 



 

 

A New Threat to the Upper Sac 
If Northern Pike in Lake Davis weren’t enough, Grass Carp 
have just been discovered in Lake Siskiyou which feeds into 
the Upper Sacramento River. The DFG found four of these 
voracious feeders, one over three feet long and weighing 60 
pounds, while electro-shocking in the lake. Normally, these 
sterile fish are used to control farm and golf course pond 
vegetation, but if these fish turn out to be capable of 
reproducing they could have a disastrous effect on the 
Sacramento River clear to the SF Bay. Grass Carp are 
reportedly capable of eating up to 75 percent of their body 
weight in aquatic plants a day. Their appetite can reduce 
aquatic vegetation that both supports insect life and provides 
protection from juvenile fish from predators. Native to Asian 
waters, grass carp can live 20 years, survive in a wide range of 
temperatures, survive in dissolved oxygen habitats and reach 
weights of up to 200 pounds. They are fast, active and skilled 
at avoiding capture. 

CalFed Funding 

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee in an 
18-5 vote agreed to fund CalFed for the next three years to the 
tune if $1.6 billion dollars. Sen. Feinstein’s bill originally 
asked for $2.4 billion over the next five years. Bipartisan 
support was obtained because the bill includes money to study 
expansion and construction of water storage projects, which 
are the most costly and debated items in the CalFed plan. 

Salmon Protection Urged 

The California Dept. of Fish and Game has recommended that 
the Coho Salmon be granted endangered Species status in 
rivers ranging from San Francisco to the Oregon border. 
Irrigators, logging companies and some landowners are 
against the listing because they would be required to take 
precautions not to harm the fish. 

Golden Trout Protection 

A federal judge, on June 26, gave the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service 90 days to start the process of listing California’s state 
fish, the Golden Trout, as an endangered species. Trout 
Unlimited sued the Fish and Wildlife Service last November 
and Interior Sec. Gail Norton claiming that they failed to act 
on a request last year to protect the fish. You may recall that 
last year Sec. Norton refused to accept any new listing 
requests because of too heavy case loads by her department 
staff. 

North Atlantic Salmon in Peril, American Rivers, 6/14/02 

United States delegates to an international treaty on wild 
Atlantic Salmon recently agreed to allow a foreign 
commercial harvest from the critically endangered salmon 
runs in the Northeastern United States. Under the agreement, 
Greenland will be allowed to harvest up to 55 tons of salmon 
in waters where the imperiled fish congregate. The Salmon 
are not needed for subsistence but will probably be used for 
dog food. 



 

 

Anglers Committee Against Artificial Whitewater of Supervisors and the Alameda County Planning  
Weekend FlowsCommission. 
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Bob Baiocchi, formerly with CSPA, is in the process of 
organizing a committee to battle the weekend ‘ramped’ flows 
currently in the NF of the Feather River. Kayakers and related 
recreational manufacturers are expected to push for expansion, 
of these weekend flows, to other rivers. If you want to join 
Bob in his efforts, email him at baiocchi@psln.com. 
Further Plans To Weaken The Sierra Protection Plan 

In the latest round of attacks planned to weaken the Sierra 
protection Plan put forth in the last days of the Clinton 
Administration, the Bush Administration replaced the previous 
Pacific Southwest Regional Forester with Jack Blackwell, a 
veteran forest service administrator seven months ago. 
Blackwell is considered to be more in keeping with current 
administration’s unease with restrictions. A group of 4 to 6 
‘high level scientists’ will be contracted to ‘review’ the current 
plan. The review is expected to cost between $200,000 and 
$300,000. The original plan placed greater restrictions on 
logging, curtailed recreation and grazing near streams, 
preserved the largest trees, and protected nesting sites of rare 
birds as well as animal dens. There is little wonder that this 
protection plan has been opposed, from the outset, by loggers, 
ranchers, off-road vehicle manufacturers and outfitters. 

Sunol Valley Quarry Operations Update 

Following is an excerpted reprint of a recent Press Release 
from the Alameda Creek Alliance. 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) 
omitted information on federally threatened and sensitive 
species during environmental review of a proposed gravel 
quarry expansion project in the Sunol Valley. Information 
about pre-1994 species sightings along Alameda Creek 
adjacent to the proposed quarry site was withheld during 
recent environmental review of the quarry project by the 
SFPUC and during recent hearings held on the quarry issue by 
the S. F. Board of Supervisors and the Alameda County 
Planning Commission. The SFPUC was alerted that both the 
Alameda Whipsnake, a federal and state threatened species, 
and the California Tiger Salamander, a candidate species for 
federal listing, occurred adjacent to the Water Temple Field, 
where the proposed quarry pit will be dug. A local field 
biologist documented California Red Legged Frogs, another 
federal and state threatened species, in Alameda Creek just 
west of the proposed quarry site as recently as April 2002. A 
whipsnake was seen in the immediate area as recently as 1998. 
The SFPUC was informed of whipsnakes and tiger 
Salamanders inhabiting the area in 1994, as well as the 
Western Pond Turtle, a federal species of concern, and nests 
of several sensitive birds, including Golden Eagles, White- 
tailed Kites and Loggerhead Shrikes. Many of these sensitive 
species have previously been documented along Alameda 
Creek. However, the SFPUC omitted these sightings near the 
water temple and downplayed the possibility of the species 
occurring on the project site during the Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) hearing for their Alameda Watershed 
Management Plan. SFPUC representatives also denied their 
occurrence in response to recent inquiries by the S. F. Board 

The SFPUC and Alameda County Planning Commission have 
approved a lease to the Mission Valley Rock Co. (MVR) to 
expand existing gravel quarry operations in the Sunol Valley 
north of Highway 680. 
In May 2002, Save Our Sunol (SOS), the Alameda Creek 
Alliance (ACA) and Preserve Area Ridgelands Committee 
filed a lawsuit against MVR, Alameda County and the City of 
San Francisco challenging the quarry approval. The lawsuit 
alleges improper permits, unmitigated impacts to endangered 
species which require a supplemental EIR, and demands a 
vote by the electorate of Alameda County under Measure D, 
the county Open Space Initiative passed by the voters last 
November. 

After testimony from SOS and ACA, including documentation 
of numerous violations by MVR regarding air and water 
discharges, the S. F. Board of Supervisors passed a resolution 
in April 2001, requesting the SFPUC and the City Attorney’s 
Office do whatever was necessary to rescind the quarry 
expansion agreement. To date, no response has been made to 
the resolution. 

Web Site 

Can’t find a particular fishing website? You might try 
http://web.utk.edu/~ldecuir/webabc.htm which lists over 
1,000 worldwide fishing related websites arranged in 
alphabetical order. Happy hunting 


